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THE PREFACE. 



THE fadts advanced in the former 
part of my Appeal to the Public relating to 
the Riots in Birmingham having appeared to 
myfelf, and my friends, incontrovertibly 
true, I did not, at the time that I wrote 
it, expe& that I fhould have any occafion to 
trouble the world with another publication 
on a fubjeft which to myfelf muft be fuffi- 
ciently difagreeable. But as not only have 
thofe fa&s been denied, but much additional 
cenfure been refle&ed upon me, and the 
Diflenters, by the clergy of Birmingham, 
who have employed the pen of Mr. Burn, I 
find myfelf under the neceffity of engaging 
in a contrbverfy, the termination of which I 
do not fee. For I think myfelf bound in 
honour, and in duty to my fellow -fufferers, 
not to withhold whatever fhall appear to me 
to be proper for our common vindication. 

a 2 Let 
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Let our enemies, then, difpute our fa&3, 
and advance their farther calumnies. I (hall 
not fail to reply to them, till the Public (hall 
be in poffeffion of all that is neceflary to 
form their judgment on a fubjcft that cer- 
tainly interefts the whole community. For, 
if any one fet of men may be infultcd and 
opprefled with impunity on account of their 
religious perfuafion, if neither the common 
courts of law, nor the cool opinion of their 
countrymen, will do them juftice, another 
fet may, in their turn, be expof<?d to the 
fame, and an a!l-grafping and domineering 
hierarchy may crufli us all. It behoves us, 
then, feriouOy to confider our fituation, and 
let our enemies confider theirs. And the 
cafe of perfecution for religious principle is 
ho new thing in the world ; we have but too 
many precedents before us to determine our 
judgment, and dired our conduct. 

It will be obferved, and, I doubt not, to 
our prejudice, that but few names appear in 
this narrative of fa&s. But, confidering the 
great prevalence of a violent party fpirit 
among the more wealthy and powerful iu 
the town and neighbourhood of Birmingham, 

and 



THE PREFACE * 

and how. much it will appear that fome per- 
ions have already fuffered in conlequence of 
giving evidence in favour of Diflenters, and 
being otherwife friendly to them, it would 
be unjuftifiable in me to expofe them to far- 
ther injury without very particular reafon. 
Every name, however, that is alluded to in 
this work is ready to be produced if necef- 
fary. If, in any very particular cafe, I (hould 
decline giving my authority, I can only 
pledge my own veracity for having a fufficient 
authority, which my reader will believe or 
not, according to his idea of my moral cha- 
racter. Except a very few, all the fa&s 1 have 
mentioned, are contained in affidavits volun- 
tarily tendered ; and 1 many more, I doubt not, 
will appear when it (hall feem to be fafe to 
the parties. However, thofe affidavits which 
tend moft to criminate particular perfons 
have already been recited by Mr. Whitbread, 
gnd others, when an inquiry was moved for 
in the Houfe of Commons into the caufes of 
the riot. Knowing* therefore, what is laid 
to their charge, it behoves them to take the 
proper method of removing the imputations 
under which they lie. A good account of 
tfe^debate on this fubjeft may now bq feen 

a 3 in 
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Jin the Parliamentary Regifier y pubfiflied by 
'Mr. Debrett. Froiniperufing /i&/j our country- 
men will form their own judgment, whether 
there was fufficient caufe for public inquiry, 

and whether the members of the Houfe of 

• • "*» ' * * * 

Commons adted as the reprefentatives of the 

Diffenters as well as of the other inhabitants 

of the country, and whether they were dif- 

pofed to inquire into, and redrefs, wrongs 

done to them. 

The plan, and proper origin, of the riot has 

not yet been difcovered ; and many persons 

'begin to fufpedt, as Dr. Parr, m his truly libe- 

"fal publication, has hinted, that it had a higher 

origin than Warwickfhire. There were pr£- 

'di&ions in London of what would be done at 

'Birmingham, But, if any perfon in power 

fhoutd wifh to opprefs us, We afcribe it to the 

inceflant accufations of our enemies, efpecially 

among the clergy ; and time will (hew that 

thofe accufations afe mere calumnies, after- 

tions deftitute of all foundation in fa&.' 

No blunder is abfolutely impoflible in 

* * * • * 

fome politicians ; but I can hardly think that, 
at this day , v any ftatefman could hope "to 

* " avail 
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avail himiclf of the, prejudices ,9f the m^JQ- 
rity of a jaation to intimidate ^d crtrfh the 
roinprity, when 4v& ultimate viejwfs were really 

.jboftile to the liberties of all, Ifich policy is {o 
eafily feen through ; and ji wo^d £e wthing 
lefs than infanity to endeavour to intimidate 
by a mob, the sxcefles of vrhiqh , it may be 
impoffiMe to retrain, ,^nd which, -onpe eijn 
couragqd and excited, may fpon tak$ a differ- 
ent, and even oppofite, dire&jon. In no 
country in .Europe is a mobfqiQuchto.be 

. dreaded as in this,, fgr jn^no cqflntfy in Eu- 
rope are the populace fo ignorant, fo unprin- 
cipled, fo propjiane, fo improvident, fQ.liceu- 

. tious*and fo nquph difpofed to every fpecies of 
violence fhort pf murder. If pur governmqnt 
be fo excellent as it is boafted to be, ho*v 
came this great and formidable evil to exift ? ' 

In^general this extreme, ignosaace and pro- 
fligacy, are to be .found in manufacturing 
• towns, where the poor are taught nothing 
. befides their particular art or trade, aqd 
where they have no leifure, or means, of ac- 
quiring general knowledge; where thfy 
work part of their time, and fpend the reft in 
< the afchoufe, wholly improvident with, re- 

a 4 fpe£t 
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fyeSt to futurity, in this life or another. This 
neceflarily forms the moft degraded ftate 6f 
human nature. But for this great evil the 
government, in church or ftate, fhould pro- 
vide fome remedy* 

Much pains has particularly been taken to 
reprefent the Unitarian Diflenters, among 
whom I clafs myfelf, as di&fie&ed to go- 
vernment, in order to make our fuffcrings the 
fubjeft of lefs regret, as if the chaftifement 
we have met with, though not legally in- 
Aided, was nothing more than we deferved ; 
when in reality our tenets have no relation 
whatever to any thing of a political nature, 
nor have we interfered in politics more than 
other pcrfons. 

Among other calumniators, Miv Burke 
particularly diftinguifhed himfelf by his in- 
ve&ives againft us in the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; but he only difcovered his utter igno- 
rance of Our principles and conduct. As fome 
evidence that the Unitarian Diflenters are 
the enemies of the conftitution, he alleged 
the toafts that were given at the firft annual 
mcecting of the Unitarian fociety, none of 

which, 
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which, however, were at all difloyal, or 
breathed a fptrit unbecoming Englifhraen. 

Mr. Burke was ignorant that the Unitarian 
Society by no means reprefents the Unitarians 
of England, being nothing more than the aflb- 
ciation of a very few of them for the purpoie 
of diftributing books, and certainly are not 
one in a thoufand of the Unitarians in Eng- 
land, That fociety has no political obje& 
whatever, and the toafts were quite an acci- 
dental thing, owing to the company of fomc 
ftrangers, who chiefly fuggefted them at the 
time, none of them being provided before- 
hand; and it was not the intention of the 
fociety to continue the cuftom. - 

m 

Unitarianifm bears no relation to any fyf- 
tem of politics, and in fa£t there are Unita- 
rians among the friends, as well as the ene- 
mies, of what is called government. There are 
great numbers of them in the church of Eng- 
land, as well as out of it ; and there are many 
profeffed Unitarians who objelt to the forming 
of any fociety, fo far are they from wtfhing 
to make themfelves confpicuous, or from 
being of a fa&ious and turbulent difpofition. 

Unfavourable 
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Unfavourable as the prdent times are 

to Unitarians and Diffenters, they may 

change in our favour, and even in a fhort 

fpace. Events are powerful and fpeedy in- 

iiru&ors, and produce important changes in 

-the fentiments of whole nations, as we have 

• lately feen both in America and in France. 

This is an age of revolutions, and (hould 

•teach the High Church party in this country 

i not inference, but moderation* 

» 
At all events men fliould do juftice, what- 
ever their own future Situation may be ; and 
-it is ;oniy juftice that the Diffenters of • Bir- 
f mingham afk of their countrymen. But they 
have not yet. found it, except with refpeft 
to the demolition of the new meeting houfe ; 
though all! damages done by rioters fhould 
-be moft amply repaired by the Society, which is 
conftituted for the very purpofe of prevent- 
ing, or redreffing, the wrongs of individuals. 
It is notorious that the courts of law have by 
no means given us complete indemnification. 
We truft, however, there is ftill fo much juf- 

» 

tice in the nation, that our reprefentatives 
will, on cooler refle&ion, do for us what was 
done for the fufFerers by the riots. in ty&o, 

and 
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and puniflt thofc who may be proved to have 
been chargeable with a hegleft of duty. 
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It will be proper in this Preface to give 

'feme account ; of *Mr. RuffeW s 'Letter to me, 

which is fubjbiried to : this 1 part of my Appeal, 

dnd of thofe articled in the Appetidlx which -arb 

' fiof mentioned 1 in ttfe coiirfe of it. 

• » • 

'Mr. Ruffell thought ' himfelf at one trate 

: particularly called upon to vindicate himfelf 

and his : Brethren from" the accusation of tHe 

HigfrChurch party in the reply of Mr. Burn, 

' Specially as he knew* that I wiflrdd to decline 

"Vvritirig ^hy^ore on the? fubjeEt. " But fiftd- 

'ing that this was ; ifnpoiible, rdefired'him'tta 

throw fome part of what he had written, 

(containing fuch particulars as he was beft 

' able to fpeak to) into the form of a Letter* to 

' me j to be fubjbined to- my wtork. * And I 

* thihk ' myfelf ' happy in this, -and in every 
"opportunity of appearing in cdmpany with 

: a man to whom Towe fo much, in whofe 
fociety I have had fo mueh true ehjoyhieht, 
from the mutual communication of (imilir 

: feritiments ; and whofe feparation 'from -m^I 
cdnfider as one of the ihoft unpkafant edtt- 

• * Sequences 
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ieqtjences of the riot. But we are all at the 
difpofal of one who knows where to place us 
better than we do ourfelves. 

Having, in ray former Appendix, given 
ieverai Addrcffcs to me, thofe who were 
pkafed with them will not be difpleafed to 
fee added to them that from the Dijffenters 
end Delegates of the Dijfenters in England to 
thefujftrers in the Birmingham riots , with the 
Anfwer. In the Gentleman's Magazine there 
were feveral iheers at me on account of there 
bong no Addrefs to me from any Diffenters 
in London; and it was infinuated that no 
iuch thing having taken place, the Difientera 
in general were far from approving my coo* 
dud, or condoling with me on the occafioo. 
This Addrefs, being a full anfwer to thofe 
insinuation?, was fent by a friend of mine to 
the printer of the Magazine, but it was nei- 
ther inferted, nor any notice taken of its be- 
ing fent. I hope Mr. Nichols will not in 
future pretend to impartiality in bis conduft 
of that work. 1 could not have a ftronger 
teftimony to the propriety of my general coo- 
dud as a Diflenter than this Addrefs, and the 
apfwer; and it is a particular fatisfa&ion to 

me, 
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me, that all the denominations of Diflenters 
concurred in it. 

I ought alio to obferve (and the remem- 
brance of it will give me pleafure as long as 
I live) that the firft congregation to which 
I preached after the riot was one of CaU 
viniftic Baptifts at Amcriham, and at the 
unanimous requeft of the minifter and people. 
The Sunday following I had invitations to 
preach to two other Cal viniftic congregations. 
One good efleft of the riot has been to pro* 
mote this liberal fpirit, fo becoming all deno- 
minations of Chriftians, Though we differ 
in many things, and lay fuitable ftcefs on thofe 
points of difference, we are fenfible that the 
articles about which we are all agreed are of 
infinitely more moment ; and on thefe I caa 
with pleafure enlarge, without hurting the 
feelings of any Chriftiap whatever* 

No. XIV. will (hew how far Mr. Bunrt 
affertion concerning the caufe of Mr. Curtis'* 
declining to attend a funeral in company with 
MrrSchoiefieid only left he (hould afterwards 
do the fame with me % is from the truth. Now 
that I have left them the lame low bigotry 

continues, 
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fontinues, aod is openly avow/ed by {hero* 
And No. XIII. will (how the extreme malig- 
nity of fome of the High Church party fince 
the riot. . , , . 

The account from Stourbridge, No. XIX* 
ftows that the fame illiberal fpirit of the High 
Church party extended to the neighbourhood of 
Birmingham, and exifted there long before my 
coming among them, and alfo its continuance 
and increafe fince that time. The fpirited and 
excellent publications of Mr. Field (hew that 
the fame defpicable fpirit prevails at Warwick; 
and I doubt not every other town in that 
neighbourhood could furnifh a fimilar hif- 
tory; fo effe&ually have the clergy infufed 
their own fpirit into the members of their 
church ; and nothing furely can be more dif- 
graceful in this enlightened age. The bigotry 
of the Roman Catholic clergy was never 
greater, or more intolerant, than that of the 
.clergy of the church of England in that part 
of this proteftant country* and all bigotry is 
founded in ignorance. Their narrow educa- 
tion, and other circumftances f eafily account 
for the whole. 

The letter relating to the deftru&ion of 

4 my 
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my library, was written by a perfon who I 
had heard was on the fpot, and I imagined 
had been prefent at the beginning of it, hav- 
ing, though a member of the church of Eng- 
land, gone thither to fave what he could o£ 
my property, and efpecially my books and 
manufcripts. This letter furniihes the mod 
unexceptionable evidence of the lavage and 
brutal fury with which thole worfe than 
Goths and Vandals were inftigated to deftroy 
every thing belonging to me. 

* * 

Mr. Carpenter's letter will exhibit a ipeci- 
men of the fufierings of thofe whofe name? 
do not appear in any lift of fufierers. I wilh 

» 

that more fuch accounts may be coile&ed be- 
fore the particulars be forgotten. As yet this 
country has but an imperfe& idea of the mag- 
nitude and extent of this mifchief. In due 
time I hope that all the world will have an 
opportunity of feeing it ; and let our enemies 
indulge thcmfelves in the contemplation of it 
if they feel themfelves fo difpofed. I hope it 
will be the laft gratification that they will 
have of the kind. Indeed, their wrath is as 
great, as if they knew that their time wasjhort^ 

Rev. 
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Rev. xii. 1 2. This violence will only preci- 
pitate their ruin. 

Their beft policy would be moderation, and 
a hearty concurrence in the repeal of the im- 
politic Corporation and Teft A&s, which I 
hope no Diffenter will ever trouble the coun- 
try with petitioning for any more. I never 
propofed any application to the legHlature for 
that purpofe, and I truft all the Diflenters 
will now feel as Paul did when he had been 
unjuftly imprifoned. Let the country do 
away its own difgrace, and provide for its 
' own greater fecurity, by doing us juftice. 

Pofterity will judge between us and the High 
Church clergy of this kingdom, not only who 
have been the beft friends of the liberties and 
true interefts pf the country, but even of the 
reigning family. It was the fulfome flattery, 
and abjed principles of the clergy that chiefly 
contributed to precipitate the Stuarts to their 
ruin, and they are ailing the fame part at 
prefent. They taught Charles II. to behave 
with the moft indecent ingratitude and trea- 
chery to the Prefbyterians, who were the 

true 
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true ^Othors' of his reftoration, and they are 
dictating the fame ingratitude to the prefent 
reigning family, to which the Diffenters have 
ever been moft zealoufly attached, while the 
clergy were almoft univerfally difaffe&ed, 

Thefe are fa£h that lie on the very furface 
of the Englifh Hiftory, and yet the clergy 
have the affurajace to charge us with difaf- 
fetfion. If there be any diipofition towards 
it, it is what their violence and injuftice have 
driven us to. There are others, we triift, 
who can better diftinguifh the Jigns of the 
titties than they, and who will not again 
facrifice the interefts of the nation, and the 
conftitution itfelf, to their bigotry, avarice, 

and ambition. 

• • • 

Many of the fa&s introduced into this part 
of my 'Appeal will be found to be the fame 
with thofe that are mentioned, and fpiritedly 
remarked upon, by Mr. Edwards, in his Z>/- 
ters to the Britijh nation, as well as alleged by 
Mr. Whitbread and others in the Houfe of 
Commons. In reality we had no other than 
the fame authorities. I fhould not, however, 
have thought it neceflary to have made fo 

b many 
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many of the fame obfervations with Mr. Ed- 
wards, if this part of my Appeal had not been 
printed before I faw his laft Number. I ear- 
neftly recommend this laft Number of his 
Letters., as containing feveral more particulars 
than had come to my knowledge. 

I 

I cannot omit this opportunity of congra- 
tulating my late congregation on the acqui- 
fition of two fuch valuable minifters as Mr. 
Edwards and Mr. Jones, whofe firft and 
truly excellent difcourfe to them is now be- 
fore the public. They have, in a great mea- 
fure, verified my predi&ion, in my Letter to 
the Inhabitants of Birmingham j and the in- 
creafing numbers and fpirit of the Unitarian 
Diffentersin that town muft have already con- 
vinced the bigoted High Church party there, 
that they have been far from gaining any thing 
by the riot, or by my expulfion from the 
place. Such has ever been, and fuch, from 
the nature of things, muft always be, the ef- 
fect of intolerance and perfecution. But bigotry 
will neither read nor refleft, fo that to this 
daemon, equally furious and blind, the in- 
ftru&ive page of hiftory is unfolded in vain. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Burn charges the Unitarians, p. 102, 
with " inviting the aid of perfecution." If 
we have given the invitation, the High 
Church party at Birmingham have been as 
ready to give as we to afk, and have thereby 
given us the affiftance that we found we 
wanted. And though Mr. Burn fays, as a 
proof that I have not been perfecutedj that 
44 I have not fuffered as a Chriftian;*' my 
cafe is fo far common with thofe who are 
ufually termed Proteftant Martyrs in the reign 
of queen Mary, in this country, and of Phi- 
lip II. and Louis XIV. abroad : for none 
of them fuffered as Chriftians. We have this, 
however, in common with the proper Chrif- 
tian martyrs, that we equally fufFer for con* 
fcience fake. " Much lefs," adds Mr. Bum, 
" has it been made to appear that the 
" clergy were acceflbry to his misfortune." 
When I wrote the former part of this Ap- 
peal, I did not confider them as acceflbry to 
it, but now, in a certain fenfe, I do fo ; and 
they are called upon either to vindicate 
themfelves, or to bear the, imputation ; and 
they will, no doubt, do thit which they will 
find the eafieft to them. If lit be true, as they 
now pretend, that they lament the riot in 

b 2 Birmingham 
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Birmingham (which the total failure of thctr 
obje& may now perhaps lead them tQ do) 
numbers pf their brethren ii) tnany parts pF 
England do ijot. I could enlarge greatly in 
my evidence of this, if it were prudent fo to do* 
No other event in modern times has fhown fb 
decifively what fpirit the High Church clergy 
of this country are really of. It is the fpirit of 
cihurch eftabliftiments univerfaUy, ^nd truly 
Anti-Chrijtian. 

i 

I deferred the printing, and after that the 
publication, of this work, which was com- 
pofed in Auguft, with a view to give my 

readers an account of the complete termina- 
tion of every thing relating to the riot in Bir- 
mingham ; hoping that the very inadequate 
compenfation that was awarded us would have . 
been paid at leaft before this time. But find- 
ing this to be ftill delayed, and that there is no 
near profpe& of the bufinefs being difpatched, 
though the term fixed by the law for this pur- 
pofe is expired, (it being now nearly a year and 
a half fince the difafter, and eight months 
fince the eaufe* was heard) and many 6f my 
friends and my eneipies too call for the work, f 
have confented to withhold it no longer. 

5 Khali 
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I fhali clofe this preface with repeating 
what I have obferved more than once in the 
courfe of the work, viz. that depending, as I 
neceflarily muft, on the information of others, 
with refpeft to \hsfafts introduced, or al- 
luded to, in it, it is very poflible that I may 
have been mifled. But I wifh tp give our 
adverfaries an opportunity of exculpating 
themfelves, if they can, from the charges 
brought again ft them ; and certainly they are 
under obligation to me on this account ; it 
being always an advantage to know what our 
adverfaries fay, and believe, concerning us, 
as we may then cither defend ourfelves, or 
negleft the accufation, as we think proper. 

CtAPToif, Jan, i, 1795, 
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SECTION I. 



Introduction, and of the exaggerated Charges in Mr. 

Burn's Reply. 

1 DO 'not remember that I ever entered 
upon any compofition with fo much reluctance 
as I do upon this, though not in the leaft from 
any apprehenfion of not being able to acquit my- 
felf to my own fatisfadlion in it. Indeed, in this 
refpefr, no talk ever appeared to me more eafy and 
inviting, as I dare fay my impartial readers .(and 
fome fuch I hope to find) will be fufficiently con- 
vinced as I proceed. But 1 wifh to look back as 
little as poffible to an unpleafant fcene, excepting in 
fych a manner as to derive benefit from my reflec- 
tions upon it. Being, however, loudly called upon 
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by the clergy of Birmingham, who have employee^ 
the pen of Mr. Burn, and who fan&ion his per- 
fbrmance, I find myfelf under a neceffity of vindis- 
cating what I advanced ki my Jpptal on the fiibje6fe 
of the riots in that to*n* x 

1 long eritertairied hopes tfiat this might be 
unneceflary y on account of the candour with which 
my Appeal: was written; and, circumftanced as I 
was, it would naturally* be concluded, that I would 
be as guarded as poflible with refpedt to all the fafts 
that I had occafion to introduce j and as I had no* 
vindi&ive feelings> I imagined that* cbnfideringf 
what f had fuffie red (more in fome relpedts thah 
moft perfons now living could be made to fuffer) I 
wrote in fuch a manner as my enemies themfelves 
would think to be temperate. And, indeed, I have 

the fatisfaftion to find, that not only my particular 
friends, but many who Were not previoufly difpoferf 
to be my friends, thought that the temper with* 
which I wrote was not unbecoming a Chriftian. 
Notwithftanding this* the clergy of Birmingham ex^ 
prels a very different idea of my performance, and' 
it is on nothing but an appeal to faffs that the pro- 
priety of what I advanced before, and of what I flialt 
bow" advance in defence of it, muft depend. 

What I have had moft occafion to complain of, 
ever fincfc my writings have drawn any degree of 
attention upon rae» has been unfounded calumny,. 

(lander* 
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flanders of die moft malignant nature, of whicK no 
evidence could be produced, but to which confident 
aflertion procured credit. One of thefe, reipeding 
iny converting Silas Dean to atheifm, is acknow- 
ledged in this Reply to my Appeal. That ftories 
grow by palling from one hand to another, and that 
by this means mere fuppofitions come to be confi- 
dered as tindoubted fafts, is not uncommon; and it 
is not eafy to afcertain the degree of guilt in any of 
the relaters. But to be charged with aflerting the 
very contrary of what a writer does affert, and in 
the very publication replied to (which is of courfe 
immediately under the eye of the perfon who 
profeffedly replies to it) is much more extraor- 
dinary, as it argiies fuch a force of prejudice as 
the evidence of a man's oton fenfes wiil not re- 
move ; and there are morej and more ftriking, in- 
fiances of this violent prejudice in Mn Burn's reply 
to my Appeal, than I have feen in any piece; of con- 
troverfial writing whatever. If he ever had read 
my work, he had quite forgotten the contents of it 
at the time of his writing, arid could never have 
compared the two together.. I ftiall, therefore, do 
it for him, and lee the reader judge between us* 

Mr. Burn fays, p. 41, the great object in the 
narrative part of my work was " to criminate the 
<c clergy/' and that I moft evidendy do this, p. 3, * 
w without difcrimination." Now I do not know 
how it was poffible for me to difcriminate more 
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exprefsly than I have done in the account that I gave 
of the conduft of the clergy ; calling fome of them 
my friends > engaged in the fame cauje^ Preface, p. xxiii. 
and even acknowledging, p. 68, that fome of them 
were " among die fiiftto aff6rd me fubftantial affift- 
cc ance." If, therefore, I had any where cenfured 
the clergy in general, it ought to have been under- 
stood with this limitation, which had been iufficiently 
expreffed before. But I think it will be found that 
every feparate pafiage, if the fcope of it be attended 
to, is iufficienriy guarded, and conveys no cenfure 
on the clergy as a body, but only on certain defcrip- 
tions of them. Mr. Burn fhould, at leaft, have 
quoted lbme pafifage in which this cenfure feems to 
be general, and unqualified j but he does no fuch 
thing, contenting himfelf with afferting it, without 
producing any evidence of it at all. 

The picture that he reprefents me as having given 
of the clergy of Birmingham in particular, has no 
exiftence but in his own imagination, which, with 
refpedt to exaggerated charges, is fufficiently fruitful. 
" Dr. Prieftley's account of the clergy, &c." he 
fays, p. 47, " is of that kind -which makes the worff 
things he can fay of them probable. The idea of 
the prefent clergy of Birmingham," p. x. " will 
but exhibit the deteftcd image of a junto degraded 
cc by their vices from the rank not of minifter9 
c< merely, but even of men. Either the clergy of 
" Birmingham," p. * 7> a have forfeited their rank 
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in fociety, and their claim on its protection, or 
Dr. Prieftley has, in the face of his country, in- 
curred the guilt of accufing the innocent, on the 
grdund of invented fadts, and of giving plaufibi- 
lity to the compofition, by the affe&ation of can- 
<c dour and chriftian meeknel^. It is not permit- 
ted," p. 101, " to the clergy of Birmingham, 
thus publickly arraigned, or the abettors of the 
<c late riots, to throw in their mite of concern at the 
outrages that have been committed on property, 
on the feelings of individuals, on general fcience, 
and on the plaineft di&ates of humanity. Thefc 
are interefts in which, if our accufcr may be cre- 
<c dited, we can feel no concern. It feems, in the 
" opinion of Dr. Prieftley, that to be, and to aft, 
* c as a man of principle in the eftablifhed church, 
" deprives a man, by a kind of profefiional necefc 
" fity, of every claim to the character of humanity, 
<c and levels him at once to the condition of a 
<5 brute." 

Now this frightful idea of the clergy of Birming- 
ham is as far from having any countenance in my 
Appeal, as it is from my thoughts. I never had, 
or expreffed, any worfe idea of them than that 
fome of them were bigots; and there are many very 
honefl and worthy men, of whom it cannot be de- 
nied that they are fo : i. e. perfons who are lb fully 
pejfuaded, though without reafon, of the truth of 
their own principles, that they think much ' too ilt 
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of thofc of others, and are thereby led to fttppott 
their principles by methods whiph cannot be juftified. 

With refpeft to the riot, the worft that I ever 
thought, or expreffed, concerning the clergy of 
Birmingham! "was that fcmp pf them had repre- 
fepted the Diffenters in general, and myfelf in par- 
ticular, in fuch a light, as, confidering the pre- 
vious ftate pf men's minds in that -part of the 
country, could not but tend to inflame them againft 
us, and prepare thpm, though unintended by them- 
felves, for die outrages that were committed after- 
wards ; and of this I lhall prefently produce ample 
proof. If I have faid any thipg more than this, let 
my words be quoted, and their fenfe afcertained. 
But all that the reader has yet feen in the above ex- 
tracts are the words of Mr. Burn, and not miife. 

Mr. Bijrn, however, fays, J>. J24* c ? the blame 
c f muft, as ufual, fall upon perfons of better condi- 
€( tion, and among thefe the clergy muft of courfe 
*? be regarded as principals in the guilt of the 
cc above horrid tranfa&ions." But what is flill 
more unaccountable than this, he fays, p. xiii. 
" he has commenced a regular attack upon four 
clergymen by name, whom he accufes, by the 
moll diredt implication, as having been the chief 
movers of the popular tumult and outrage, as 
incendiaries, and pillagers of houfes, &c. &c. If 
* (he clergy," he fays, p. ix. <c whofe names have 

cc been 
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" been brought forwards on this occafion really are, 
** or fhould even be fufpe&ed to be, the wretches 
u which Dr. Prieftky reprefents them, their guilt 
" mud form an anomaly in the htftoiy of crimen" 



Now I have been far from accufing any clergy- 
men whatever as principals in promoting die riot % 
and what Mr. -Burn can mean by faying that I have 
" commenced an attack upon four clergymen by 
* name,* 1 I am utterly unable to guef&. I do not 
know that I have mentioned four of the clergy in 
any view, and certainly not as promoters of the 
riot ; and yet two of them, Mr. Curds and Mr. 
Madan* make a feparate defence of thpir conduct, 
as if they had been formally arraigned f It is eafy 
to anfwer accuiations invented on purpofe to be an- 
swered ; but of what confequence is this, except to 
jthofe who are impofed upon by the exaggerated and 
falfe reprefentation, refle&ing blame upon the ac- 
cufer, inftead of anfwering the proper accufatlon ? 
|n all that I have quoted from Mr. Burn, he has 
only addpd to that calumny with which I haye been 
already fufficiently loaded, and I publicly call upon 
fiim to vindicate himfelf from this charge, v 

« 

I mufl^ howeyer, acknowledge that Mr. Burn's 
reply to my Appeal, confidered as written with 
their concurrence, gives me a much worfe opinion 
q{ the clergy of Birmingham than I was difpofed to 
entertain before* Jt bears too evident marks of real 
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malignity. It lhews the unrelenting temper of thofe 
who have done an injury ; and on the whole, if I 
had my choice of the two (harfli as is die cenfure 
implied in what I am going to fay), I had rather go 
out of the world with the difpofition of the .brutal 
but ignorant rioters, than with theirs. 

It is equally untrue, and unjuft, in Mr. Burn to 
infinuate, p. iv. that I reprefented Mr. Madan as 
cc an unprincipled favage;" in confequence of which 
fome perfons, he fays,. " having conceived this idea 
" of him, were aftonilhed when they were allured, 
" that the urbanity of his manners, and the bene- 
" volence of his charadter, rendered him univer- 
" Tally refpected." For certainly, this is the very 
idea that I myfelf have given of Mr. Madan in my 
Familiar Letters ; and my obfervation on it is, that 
if fuch men as he can be fo inveterate an enemy to 
the Diffenters, where are we to look for candour, 
or juftice ? For any thing that appears to the con- 
trary, Bonner and Gardiner might be polite, and 
even good-natured men, 

Mr. Burn feems to have imagined that my idea 
of himfelf and his brethren is fuch as he has con- 
ceived of me> and this is lhocking enough. But, ill 
as I have been ufed, I think much better of them, 
and even of the rioters themfelves. In my next 
feftion I fhall inform my reader what that idea is, 
and for this I (hall not, like him, produce a pi&ure 

from 
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from my own imagination, but quote his own words. 
It is not a little remarkable that, though Mr, Burn 
profefies to write an anfwer to my Appeal, he ex- 
prefsly quotes very little of it, but replies to 
fomething which he gives his reader to underftand 
is contained in it, but which it will be in vain for 
him to look for there. Many, however, will read 
his Reply who will neither read my Appeal, nor this 
defence of it; and with fuch readers his method of 
writing will anfwer well enough. This is not the 
way in which I treat Mr. Burn, or any of my opp6- 
nents. Whether my replies be fufficient or not, at 
leaft I let my reader fee what it is that I reply to> 
and in their own words. Of this fair method this 
defence of my Appeal will be a fpecimen. 

When Mr. Burn fays, p. 34, that in his Reply to 
my Letters to him he anfwered my arguments, but 
pafled by the abufe, he quotes nothing, but leaves 
his reader to luppofe that I had written fomething 
that might be termed abufe. I wiQi his readers 
would look into thofe Letters. They will be much 
at a lofs to conje&ure what it is that Mr. Burn meant 
to reprefent in that light. But I fuppofe that any 
thing that gives pain, from the difficulty of anfwer- 
ing it, Mn Burn will call abufe, as a libel is faid to 
be no lefs a libel, though it be ever fo true. 

In that work of his to which my Letters were an 
anfwer, he thought himfelf at liberty to give the 

5 moft 
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moft unfavourable idea of my fentiments, evidently 
palculated to excite the refentment of his readers 
againft me, afcribing to me the worft defigns, as 
yrcH as the grofleft miftal^es ? and yet in him this 
muft not be termed abuip, f hough my only ol>- 
jedt in every thing that I wrote about the perfon of 
Chrift was to ascertain what the teftimony of the 
apoftles concerning him really ^as, ;md I conftandy 
appealed to their teftimony as decifive, he ftrangely 
represented me as denying the infallibility of their 
teftimony , which hp undertook to defend againft me; 
and with as litde pretence, thovjgh it ferved to excite 
an alarm at my principles, he.defcrihed them as 
leading to all vice and wickednefs. But there ar? 
readers with whom any reprefentations from a cler- 
gyman, in fuch a caufe^ will have ^eight, 

Abufive as Mr. Burn reprefents my polemical 
writings to be, I have never yet charged any of my 
opponents with bad intentions, or queftioned the 
goodnefs of their understandings ; but I have always 
imputed their miftakes to prejudice, the effeft of 
early impreffions : and if my own opinion, as I muft 
fuppofe, be right, and confequently thofe of my op- 
ponents be wrong, what lefs offenfive hypothecs 
could I frame for it ? 

One would think that Mr. Burn had never read 
my Appeal, to which he profeffes to reply, all his 
charges are fo totally void of truth, or fo fhamefully 

exaggerated. 
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exaggerated Speaking of my obfervations on the 
addrefs to the rioters as friends and fellow -churchmen, 
he calls it, p. 63, € * a tranfaftionmoft ihamcfully 
# reprefented l?y the author; and that, in confeqaenct 
f c of the impofition contained in Dr. Prieftley's ftatc- 
5 C ment, this tranfe&ion was brought forward in par- 
f € liament." " It is remarkable," he lays, p. 6$, 
?' that the obvious policy of feeming to coincide in 
" fentiment with a mob, for the purpofe of influent 
f € ing their opinions, and controlling their conduit, 
< c fliould have been adbially conftrued into a real 
* c defign of promoting and inflaming their vio- 
cc lence. ,? After calling die rioters the Jynagogue of 
Satan, he fays, p. 69, <€ If there be any thing 
" doubtful remaining, it muft appear to every im- 
partial obferver, to be the integrity of that man's 
motives, who can thus, to anfwer a purpofe, make 
cc churchmen of rioters, and in the fame breath too 
fC in which he declares it to be queftionable whe- 
K< ther fuch mifcreants can be faid to be of any 
€€ church." 

No# all that I have made of this circumftance 
was to (hew that the rioters were confidered as 
churchmen, and that their object was the deftruc- 
tion of Diffenters. I believe, indeed, and I fhall 
prove, that there was ppfitive encouragement given 
to the rioters by churchmen of better condition, 
but I do not fay that their defign in this particular 
4 part 
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'part of their conduft was to promote and inflame 
their violence. Certainly, however, to addrefs them 
without giving any intimation that what they had 
hitherto done was wrong, was not ( likely to prevent 
their proceeding farther. 



SECTION II. 

Of Mr. Burn's Accufation of me> and bis challenging 

me to defend myfelf 

LET us now fee what kind of language 
Mr. Burn makes ufe of in his Reply to my Ap- 
peal* which he will, no doubt, fay contains nothing 
that can properly be termed abufe. 

Speaking of what I fay of the clergy of Bir- 
mingham, he calls it, p. 99, " a malignant hypo- 
c< thefis." In p. 84, he fpeaks of" the unequalled 
fC malignity and injuftice of my reprefentations." 
He calls the language I hold with relpe<5t to my 
enemies, p. xv. <c the moft complete infolence, 
" and abufe, that malignity itfelf could have fug- 
gefted. ,, According to him, p. 100, I am cc an 
" accufer of the innocent, not . merely without fuf- 
" ficient evidence, but in open defiance of the 
" moft palpable and uniform feries of fa&s." Of 

my 
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my' letter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham, he fays, 
P- 39> " it was as great an outrage upon charao 
c< ter, as the condudt of the rioters was upon pro- 
" perty;" 

One of the moft curious infinuations of Mr. Burn 
is his representing me as fo overbearing, that it was 
an offence, p. 77, in the clergy of Birmingham to 
think for themfelves without my permiflion. This is 
the more extraordinary, as he fays, p. 37, " No 
€ < man has done more than I have to invite, and 
cc even to provoke difcuffion." Would I have done 
this, if the controverting of my opinions had been fo 
very ofFenfive to me ? But while Mr. Burn quotes 
nothing, and only gives his own idea of me, and of 
my writings, he has no check upon him befides his 
own difcretion. I will venture to afiert, that all who 
are really acquainted with me will fay that Mr. 
Burn's account is the reverfe of my chara&er. 

But the moft injurious of all Mr. Burn's infinua- 
tions are thofe by which he would give his readers 
to underftand, that my writings are calculated to 
difturb the peace of the country, and that I am in- 
tending fomething more than the mere difcuffion of 
theological or political queftions. Of the Preface to 
my Letters to him, he fays, p. 27, cc it is written 
" with more freedom, in the opinion of many, than 
€C is practically confident with the intire peace of 

the country." This was alfo the objeft of the 
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Extra&s that were made from the Preface, whicK 
were fent to all the bilhops arid members of the 
Houfe of Commons* as every thing in that Preface 
that fhewed that my only objeft was free and calm difc 
feuffion, was omitted, and the other paffages were lb 
{nit together, as to be calculated to excite alarm. 

With the lame unfaimefs Mr; Burn reprefents, 
my Letter to Mr. Pitt, p* aii as " menacing* 
u and iftfbleat, moft unconftitutionally infringing 
* c upon freedom of debate; a pergonal inve&ivey 
" and not an anfwer to arguments. It was/* hd 
lays* p. i 9, f f a fair de velopement of what I would 
be at, and in the judgment of fober men marked 
with forne degree of precifion fihe boundary of 
* c my ambition." Now as few men write more in- 
telligibly than I do, it is very eafy to fee the extent of 
Iny views, in that, tfr in any other of my publications $ 
and this has always been to ftate my own opinions 
- On any fubjedtj and to invite the foiled difcuflion of 
them. What can be my ambition, when I plead for 
abolifhing all civil eftabliftiments of religion, as hof-' 
tile to the genius of it, and a burden to the ftate * 
and when I claim nothing for myfclf but what I 
equally plead for all perfbns without exception ? Be- 
fides, in all my propofals for the reformation of the 
greateft abufes, I exprefsly fay that I would have no v 
man difturbed in his prefent pofleffion, but that^ 
the retrenchment fhould affeft the fucceflbr only. 
Is this ambition? Is it not the greateft moderation? 

Buc 
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8ut in me nothing can be moderation. It muft b* 
ambition j or fomething equally bad* 

Perhaps the mbft perverfe of Mr* Burn's con- 
ftru&ions of my writiflg, is his inferring from whatf 
I have laid of the French " having no cJurt for th* 
" nobility and clergy to look up to, and to depend 

* upon/* that I GOiifider it, p. jOy " as the duty of 
* € Englilhmeri to renovate this part of their eorifti-* 
u tution, which lodges the government in the 

* hands of an individual^' that is, that it is mf 
wifti, and 1 doubt not, he would add, that it will 
be my endeavour, that there be no king in Eng- 
land. It is very fortunate for me that I neve/ 
Wrote a Roman flifrory: for had I expfreflect 
any approbation of the condudt of the Romans 
in banifhing the Tarquins, Mr. Burn's inference: 
of my antipathy to all kingly power would have 
be«n much ftronger, as they left no hereditary 
power in the country ; whereas there ftill is a king 
in France *, though not foch a king as the nobility 
or clergy can look tip to for much emolument.- 
Mr. Burn can fee no medium* at kaft in me, be- 
tween retrenching exorbitant power, and taking if 
Away entirely. At all events, I muft be reprefented 

'as a republican; and with many republicanifm is 
fynonymous to every thing that is dreadful and de- 

* This was written before the revolution of the xoth of Auguft, 
which, in the cixcumftances of France, was a happy and heceiTary 
completion of that of the 14th of J uly . 

tellable, 
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tellable, perfedt anarchy and confufioni .to % the 
leaft. 

It is generally deemed fair to interpret particular 
expreffions in one part of any perfon's writings by 
his declared fentiments in others of them. Now in 
my political writings, which however are not nume- 
rous, I have again and again praifed the Englilh 
conftitution, as confiding of the three eftates of 
King, Lords, and Commons. What candour or 
juftice, then, is there in fuppofing that I wifh the 
fubverfion of it ? I thought it necefiary to premife 
thefe obfervations, which demonftrate a dilpofition 
in Mr. Burn and the clergy of Birmingham, with 
whofe concurrence he wrote, to put the wprft con- 
ftru6tion on every thing I fay or do, which, if I may 
adopt their language, is an outrage on charafter 
fimilar to that which the rioters committed on my 
property. 

Let us now come to the examination of the faffs 
which I have advanced, the evidence for which is fo 
loudly called for by Mr. Burn. And furely, if there 
be any thing wrong in producing this evidence, that 
is, what I take to be fuch, the blame muft lie with 
thofe who called for it. With refpeft to accufation 
unfupported by fa6ts, Mr. Burn expreffes himfelf 
very properly, though without refle&ing to whom 
his cejifure applies. " If a character," p. a6, "muft 

at 
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at arty rate be defamed, nothing in the vtorld can 
be fo convenient for the purpofe of invented ca- 
lumny, as an appeal to anonymous report. The 
cc introduction of anonymous report," p. 25, " whe- 
" ther true of falfe, into this ferious argument, is 
" njore than impertinent; it is infidious." 



€€ 

it 



cc 
cc 



Mr. Burn's challenge of me to produce authori- 
[ . ties for what I have advanced is fuch as becomes a 

! diligent inquirer after truth, and one who would 

n6t lhrink from it. " If," fays he, p. 26, " the 
Cf do&or would convid by evidence, we invite him 
to the proof of his charge. Let him," p. $<)> 
produce inflances from the condudt of the upper 
cc clafs of people, whom he thus gravely accufes. 
<c He is, no doubt, in poffeffion of the fadts." With 
relpedt to what I faid of fome of them being con- 
cerned in the infults offered to me, he fays, p. 35, 
" I^et him then come fairly to the proo£ or let 
cc him expunge all illiberal infinuations from the 
& lift of his charges/ 1 When I faid that the clcareft 
fadts fhew that there was more than remiflhefs on 
the part of many perfons of better condition, and 
that nothing they did (hewed a real difapprobation 
of the conduft of the mob previous to the defini- 
tion of my houfe, Mr. Burn fays, p. 67, €t Then 
cc produce them. On this fubjeft," he fays, p. $$, 
«" be explicit, fir;" and <f of this affertion he pro- 
* c duces no evidence." This is the moft material 
article in the queftion that is now before the Public, 

C an 
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arid therefore I fhati endeavour to db what Mf, 
Burn challenges me to do, viz* to fuppfcit what I 
have 'advanced* by an appeal to fa&s, 

Mn Biirn Inftihs me* p. 8 1, with Hot having 
* c proceeded againft the magiftrate$ legally, bur 
i€ contented myfelf with venting my fpleen in to- 
* c lefated flander." But the hiftory of the affizes 
it Worceftcr and Warwick, and of what pafled ki 
the ttoufe of Commons itfelf, will* I hope, juftify us 
in not appealing to the laws of our country in fach a 
cafe as this. Though* however* we have no profpeft 
of fuccefs there > we fhall venture to appeal to a higher 
and more refpe&able tribunal* " our countrymen 
c< in general*" as Mn Burn quotes my own words 
in his motto, " the world at large, and Specially 

pofterity^ 
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1 have not* ib my Appeal* faid much of the 
conduit of the clergy of Birmingham: Mr* 
Jjitfn, however* fuppofes tfiat I have* and on 
that fuppofition he fays, p. 103, " Dr. Prieftley 
" {tends forward as the accufer of the clergy of 
€t Birmingham, and he is now Called Upon as pub- 
'** litly by one of that body, either to fubftanriitee, or 
cf re trad, his charge. The author of this rejfty," he 
fays, p. 103, " will hot (hrinl^ from the ifcquiry. 
" He iftvites it. If there be any one motive that 
" influences him mbfe thkn another in this aftair, 
<c k is the hope that, by promoting -this difcuffion, 

u in 
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" w vinc&catioa of the tfiaf after ef the innocent, he 
a piay at thf feme time affift Dr. Prieftley and the 
<c Fufelic^ hi a clear and full dete&ion of the guilty/' 
I ftajl be much obliged to him for this aflift^nce. 

With Eefpeft to what I have faid of the paffiorts 
pjf the iower order of the people being inflamed by 
the preaching of the clergy, Mr. Burp fays, p; 3 8, 
We do aver from our 'own practice, from the 
pra&ice of our brethren in general, prior to the 
late unhappy affair, that this reprefentation of .the 
conduft of the clergy is not a true one. For the 
<c truth of this declaration we can cheerfully appeal 
cc to the conftant experience of our hearers." This 
is fufficiendy bold; and I fhall anfwer the challenge, 
not by appealing to Mr. Burn's hearers, but to 
printed documents, fermons preached at the time, 

« 

*nd B9W extant. Liter a fcripta manet. 

Thus publicly and boldly called upon, I fhall 
.proceed to the vindication* of what I have advanced 
.jfi my Appeal i firft with refpe£t to what pafled pre- 
vioys t$ the ri<K> and the probable cau& of k; 
ithea what task place during the ri£t, #nd fobfe- 
jqucnt to it. I only uequeft an uapartial atten- 
tion to fiich fads as I ihaii produce -, and k tm& be 
confidcred that, pot having been myfelf a witsiefs ef 
what I fhall relate, I mu& neocfikily depend upoa 
the .fttftimony of others; and as in this I may, 

C 2 through 
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through mifinformation, be miftaken, I fincerely 
wilh to hear what may be alleged on the other fide. 
I cannot wifh to be milled myfelf, nor would I 
knowingly miflead others ; and the prefs is as open 
to my opponents as it is to myfelf. After this it will 
be in the pdwer of our readers to judge whether I 
be what Mr. Burn, p. 106, calls me> " a public fian^ 
€C derer/ or not. 



SECTION III. 

Of Events previous to the Riot, and of the more diftant 

Caufes of it. 

iHAT there exifted in Birmingham, and 
in all that part of the country, a ftrong fpirit of 
party, exceedingly unfavourable to Diffenters, 
is " evident from a variety of circumftances ^ 
and, independently of any that I have men- 
tioned, it muft appear probable from the hiftory of 
thofe counties in this refpeft, given at length in an 
excellent pamphlet lately publilhed, entitled, High 
Church Politics, in which it is fhewn that tho 
neighbourhood of Birmingham was the head quar- 
ters of Dr. Sacheverell ; and that, in the reign of 
George I. feveral meeting houfes were deftroyed by 

rioters' 
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rioters in that town, and others in thofe parts. The 
fafts that I mentioned in proof of the exiftence of 
this party fpirit, and that it was far from originating 
with me, or being promoted by me, Mr. Burn has 
attempted to invalidate. But let the reader judge 
with what effeft. 

One . of the inftances that I .mentioned was that 
the clergy refilled to walk in funeral proceffions 
with diflenting minifters. I obferved that Mr. 
Curtis refufed to do fo at the application of Mr* 
Scholefield. This Mr. Burn infinyates was not on 
account of his objecting to doing this with diflent- 
ing minifters in genera], or Mr. Scholefield in par- 
ticular, but with myfelf only* " left," as he fays, 
p. 4, " he fhould be led to aft officially with one 
" whofe oppofition to the doftrines and difcipline 
f c of the church of which he is a member, had car- 
* ried him into excefles, in his apprehen(ion, in the 
" higheft degree illiberal and indecent. Of this 
" clafs he juftly confidered Dr. Prieftley. With 
" him therefore he could not confidently aft upon 
" fuch an occafion 5 and for this reafbn folely he re- 
*• fufed to comply in the inftance produced by the 
u Doftor." 

• * • 

But this inftance of bigotry in the clergy of Bir- 
mingham appeared before I went thither. More than 
forty years ago Mr. Wearden, curate of St. Philip's, 
cxprefied his concern that he could not walk with 

C3 Mr. 
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Mr. Blythc at the funef al of Mr. Ruffel's grand- 
inother, haying, as he faid* deceived orders to thd 
coritrary from Mr, Vyfc, who Was then the re&or. 

In 1770, Mr. Dovey> re&dr of St Maitin% rfc- 
fufed to go into a mourning coach along With Mr. 
Blythe at the funeral of Mrs. Webfter ; and after 
the funeral he fkid to Mr. Webfter, that " when the 
« Diffenters wifhed their own iftuiiftfcts t& attend 
<< their friends to the grave, they had better hot *ft* 
< c yite the clergy of the eftablifhmeat." 

After this Mr. Webfter, having the dirr&ion 6f 
the funeral of Mr. Haddock, omitted to invite Mr* 
Dotfey, and alfb to fend the hatband, fcar£ and 
gloves, which it had been ufuai to giv£ the attend- 
ing clei-gyihan. Unwilling to lofe thefe perquifites, 
Mr. Ddyey fent to inforrti Mr. Webfter, that, 
thtiugh he did not choofe to attend the funeral 
aldng Wjith the Diffentjng rtiinifters, he did not 
ifeeab to reftife What was ufually given on thofe oc- 
casions. Mi". Webfter, however, very properly with- 
held them. 

» * 

At the funeral of Mr. Stephens of Deittend, Mr. 
Aufted refilled to ride before the hearfe along with 
the difienttfig ftiinifter, £ftd haughtily bade him 
ride behind the hearfe. 

At the funeral of Mr. Gttborne, when Mn Dovcy 

refufed 
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refufed to walk in proceffion with Mr. Bourn, a man 
of activity and Ipirit, the following pleafant circum- 
ftancc happened: Mr. Dovey meeting the cbrpfe, 
and finding Mr. Bourn walking before it, dirc&ed 
him to walk behind. Mr. Bourn not complying with 
this order, Mr. Dovey endeavoured to outwalk him, 
but Mr. Bourp, being as nimbi? as he* kept up with 
jhim, till, the Reftor quickening his pace, they both 

fairly ftp 6? r lt 9. ^ Aey g ot t( ^ *hs church door. Mr. 
Povey was fo much offended* that* after the funeral, 
his pride getting the better of every other confidera- 
tion, he lent back the hatband and fcarf, and even 
the pins that had been ufed on the occafion. 

Thefe inftances certainly fhow that the refufcl of 
tjie clergy of Birmingham to walk in funeral procef- 
Con with diffenting minifters did not arife from any 
objection they had to myfelf in particular, as Mr. 
Burn intimates j but from an abfurd bigotry of 
lpng ftanding in the place \ and I believe hardly 
known in any other parf of the kingdom. 

Befides, if Mr. Curtis had fo violent an objection 
to myfelf in particular, why did he come to hear me 
preach, or meet me at the committee of the library, 
of that for the aJx>lition pf the flave trade, and On 
other occafiops, on which he always fcehaved to me 
with great civility? And at the time that he refufed 
to walk with Mr. SchoLefield, which, Mr. Burn fays, 
was &lely on my accpunt, he gave a reafon which 

C 4 affefted 
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affe&ed all diffenting minifters ; and I had not then 
done any thing to make myfelf more obnoxious than 
I had when he came to hear me. I am alfb credi- 
bly informed that Mr. Curtis himfelf, on reading my 
Appeal, declared that I had givein a juft account of 
his conduct, that it was the bigotry he found in the 
place that led him to aft as he had done, and that he 
had not himfelf any obje&ion to walking with dif- 
fenting minifters at funerals. How this is to be re- 
conciled with his giving his fanftion to Mr. Burn'$ 
Reply is no buiinefs of mine. 

Another inftance of the High Church bigotry of 
the town of Birmingham that I mentioned, was the 
fubferibers to the Sunday fchools having refcinded 
a law which permitted the children to go to any 
place of public worfhip that their parens chofe. 
On this Mr, Burn fays, p. 66, <c It has happened* 
cc unfortunately for his purpofe, that either through 
cc mifinformation, or a fetded plan of perverting and 
" rendering odious the conduft of others," (and this 
is the turn that Mr. Burn generally choofes to give 
to all my accounts of things) <c he has totally 
" mifreprefented this plain bufinefs. The faft," he' 
fays, p. 8 1, " was that the law was never refcinded 
u at alii" and after giving a detail of pretended 
proofs to the contrary, he fays, p. 12, cc Let Dr. 
Prieftley, by fafts, confute this ftatement if he 
can." He alfo fays, p. 9, cc To refcind the above 
€t law, was an aft for which no committee was com-* 

cc petent 
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«* petent, and there, unqueftionably, never was a ge- 
* € neral meeting held for any fueh purpofe." Mr. 
Riknd, another clergyman, fays, p. 106, "J have 
*? no doubt but that your reprefentation" (writing 
to Mr. Burn) u is perfedtty right, and his" (mine) 
** is totally wrong." 

Though this reply of Mr. Burn was written with 
the concurrence of Mr. Curtis, it is now clearly 
proved that my account is ftri&ly true. A general 
meeting of the fubferibers to the Sunday fchools 
was held (though Mr. Burn lays there unqueftionably 
was not) without any previous notice of the bufinefi 
that was to come before them. When it was pro- 
pofed to refcind the law, the votes were equal, and 
Mr. Curtis, being in the chair, decided in favour of 
Irefcinding it. The evidence of the refcinding is a 
public advertifement in the Birmingham newfpa- 
per, immediately after the tranfa&ion, as was noticed 
by Mr. Scholefkld, with proper obfervations with 
relpeft to the dependance there could be on other 
bold affertions in Mr. Burn's reply. This will be 
found in my Appendix, No. I. 

I do not fay that even this palpable falfehood 
was a wilful one, as Mr. Burn, or Mr. Madan, 
would not feruple to fay with refpeft to me ; but it 
argues fuch a defeat of memory as may be hereafter 
quoted as one of the mod remarkable thingi of this . 
nature in the hiftory of the human mind. It is the. 

more 
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more fo, as, when Mr. Burn himfelf applied to Mr. 
John Lawrence for his fubfeription, and was refufed 
on account of the reminding of the rule above men- 
tioned, Mr. Burn immediately faid to a pcrfon who 
accompanied him, " 1 told you how it would he, I 
" am forry for it j" he himfelf having difapproved 
of the conduct of the High. Church party in this bufi- 
nefs. Indeed I never confidered Mr. Burn as a 
bigot ; and, as having been both a Methodift and a 
Difienter, rather a friend to both. The faft above- 
mentioned was related to me by Mr. Lawrence pre- 
fently after it happened. 

The defeft in the memory of Mr* Curtis is as re- 
markable as that of Mr. Burn ; and that two men 
fhould labour under the fame defeft, with relpeft to 
the fame thing, is more extraordinary ftill. For ho* 
was not only chairman at the meeting in which the 
rule was refcinded, and decided the queftion himfelf; • 
but when, after this, he called upon Mr. Punfield for 
his fubfeription, he was refufed, and was informed 
that it was for the lame reafon. 

That this conduct in the fubferibers to the Sun- 
day fchools arofe from the moft contemptible bU 
gotry, no perfon of the leaft degree of liberality will 
deny ; and that this bigotry was of long (landing in 
Birmingham, in the opinion of Mr. Curtis himfelft 
was evident from the following circumftance, which 
I (hall relate from my own recolledion. When a 

friend 
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friend of mine wa9 going to that meeting of the fate 
fcribcrs, at which ic was agreed to permit the fcho* 
lars to attend whatever place of worlhip their pa- 
rents fhould choofe* he was joined by Mr. Curtis ; 
and talking about the bufinefs of the meeting, Mr. 
Curtis, Who was then a friend to the propofal, laid 
he was afraid they (hould not be able to carry it, 
tc there was fb much of the eld hatotn yet remaining 
" in Birmingham/' I have no doubt but Mr. Cur- 
tis would have a£fatd with the liberality becoming a 
perfon of a difienting family, if he had not found (b 
much of what he properly termed the $ld ledvm hi 
Birmingham. That he had not the fortitude to aft 
agreeably to the natural di&ates of his own mind, 
by which it would have been in his power to expel 
that old leaven, is much to be lamented. My houfo 
and meeting houfe would have been (landing, and 
I fhould now have been at Birmingham, much more 

agreeably employed than I am at this moment. 

» 

When Mr. Schotefield publiihed a copy of the re- 
Solution of the fubferibers to the Sunday fchook 
refcinding the rule above mentioned, and which Mr. 
Bum, Mr. Riland, and, in effeft, Mr. Curtis alfo 
(by joining in the fanftion of the other clergymen of 
Birmingham to Mr. Burn's Reply) folemnly de- 
clared never to have been refcinded at all; Mr. 
Burn does not acknowledge the plain inference 
from the faft, viz. the exiftence of a fpnfc of High 
Church bigotry in Birmingham, independently of 

any 
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any thing that I could have done to excite it (and it 
was with this view that I mentioned it at all) but 
only defires of his readers, what they would certainly 
do without his defire, that <c that part of his ftatc- 
cc ment, &c. iriay not be confidered as weighing any 
* -thing in his general argument againft me." What 
was it but a degree of bigotry of the moft extrava- 
gant kind to refcind a rule by which the fcholars 
were permitted to attend public Worfhip where their 
parents chofe, when in no one inftance had any of 
them, in faft, attended any other worlhip than that 
of the Church of England. 

The bigotry of the chui eh people- at Birmingham 
appears, perhaps, more clearly in their conduft of 
a charity fchool which has been eftabliihed there 
upwards of forty years ; not only as it is a rule in 
the inffitution of this fchool, that no children ffaall be 
admitted that are not of the eftablifhed church, but 
that they fhall not be bound apprentices to any Dif- 
fenter. Nay, in two inftances, the managers of this 
charity even refufed to accept of the fubfcriptions of 
Diflenters voluntarily offered them. Both Mr. La- 
kin and Mr, Peyton, to their great furprife, had their 
money rejefted. 

I confider it as a proof of High Church princi- 
ples, unfavourable to civil and religious liberty, that 
the centenary celebration of the revolution in i$88, 
was not attended by any of the clergy of BirmingJ 
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ham, and they did every thing in their power to ren- 
der it unpopular. Their favourite toaft of Church 
and King was obje&ed to. The meeting was at- 
tended by a Catholic clergyman, and thp Difienting 
miniiters. 

The laft inftance I fliall mention of the exiftencc 
of a high party fpirit in the clergy of Birmingham is, 
that one of that body, of a more liberal turn, when 
he left the place, declared it was on that account; 
and that for this reafon he could not live in comfort 
in it. 

This extreme bigotry is not peculiar to the towa 
of Birmingham, but extends to the neighbouring 
counties. As a curious inftance of this, I fhall ob- 
ferve, that Mr. Mould, of Meaftiam, near Afhby de 
fa Zouch, refufed, the laft year, to officiate at the 
funeral of a child of John Bancroft, a Diflenter; and 
declared, that no Diflenter Ihould be buried by him. 
In confequence of this, the child was put into the 
grave without any thing being faid at the place ; and 
• the mother was fo much affefted, that (he was taken 
home very ill. It is happy that this clergyman has not 
the keys of the gates of heaven, nor wholly thofe of 
the grave. 

* 

That I faw, lamented, and endeavoured toallay > this 
party ipirit in the town of Birmingham, by perfuad- 
ing the Diffentcrs to give up the difpofal of the civil 

offices 
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offices, is well known to all my acquaintance, though 
Mr, Burn is incredulous on the fubjeci. " This/* foe 
fays, p. 16, in his inflating manner, " confidering the 
* c Doftor's natural diffidence of power, and the ex- 
* c treme readinefs which himfelf and principal friends 
f € have ever difcovered in giving up authority once 
" obtained, mull appear a very probable, as well a» 
€C interefting ftory. It is, however, ftri&ly true. To 
mention no more, Mr. Ruflfel, Mr. G. Humphrys, 
the two Mr. Hunts, and the three Mr. Rylands, 
• who thought as I did on the fubjed, will bear me 
witnefs, as well as others, who were not Diflenters, I 
may add all my particular acquaintance, without ex- 
ception, know that I conftantly blamed the Diflen- 
ters for keeping that power in their own hands. 

■ 

That the Diflenters of Birmingham were not fix 
attentive as they might have been to retain the 
.power they once had, appeared in their condudt wicfi 
refped to king Edward's charity fchool in -that 
town ; the governors of which were once Difienjer*, 
-and it was in their power to have admitted no jotfor 
among them ; but they always chofe to talf e fome of 
the principal of the church people & aft with them. 
It happened, however, that at one particular meeting, 
at which thofe church people made a point of attend- 
ing, while fome of the Diflenters were abfent, they 
took that opportunity of choofing another church- 
man, by which they became the majority ; ,and fofli 
rthat timej except in the fingle cafe of Mr. Jfcufifel, 

they 
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-they have nevtt tkofen any Diflenter into then- 
body, and have repeatedly declared they never 
would. Let not then the church people at Birming- 
ham upbraid the Diffenters with a love of power. 

I had a view to the bigotry of the town of Birming- 
ham, and hoped to fucceed in allaying it, by means 
of the public library, in the eftablifliment of which I 
particularly interefted myfelfj as that would neceffa- 
rily bring the reading and thinking part of the town 
•better acquainted with each other. The annual ad- 
vertiferfcent, which was drawn up by me, and which 
was continued for ibme time by the High Church 
party, after they gained the afcendancy they now 
have in that library, but which they have fince 
dropped, I fhall infert in the Appendix, No. II, 

With refpeft to the bufinefs of the library, in 
-which it was not poffible fcr ,any npn to ad with 
-more liberality than I did, Mr. Burn lays, p. 14, 
" We never faw great talents fo degraded by party 
confiderations as in the conduft of Dr. Prieftley 
in ibme part of that bufinefs." But, in his ufual 
manner, he does not fay what thofe parts of my con- 
duct were. As a fmall pamphlet, which I published 
on occafion of a motion to prevent the purchafe of 
books of religious controverfy, will give the read- 
er fome idea of the fpirit with which I afted in 
this bufinefs, I fhall give the whole, or a confider- 
able part of it, in tile Appendix, No. III. 5 and let 
4 Mr. 
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Mr. Burn, if he pleafes, republifh the pamphlet 
which one of the clergy wrote on the occafion, and 
-figned M. S. 

What it is that Mr. Burn alludes to, when he fays 
.that I degraded my great talents, I believe it will not 
be very eafy for any perfon, acquainted with the fails, 
to conjedure. Had I, as Mr. Curtis did, openly 
canvaffed the fubfcribers for the purpofe of getting 
a committee to my mind, I ftiould indeed have de- 
graded my talents, whether they had been great or 
fmall; but it is well known that all my proceed- 
ings were fair and candid. The harfheft thing that 
I faid of the clergy who withdrew from the li- 
brary becaufe my Hiftory of the Corruptions of Cbrifti* 
apify was voted into it, was that their conduft was 
childifh. The fubfcribers feem to have thought as I 
did i for though Mr. Curtis, in the note he wrote on 
the occafio/i, expreffed his wifh, " that all the mem- 
bers of the church of England would follow his ex- 
ample ;" not one of them, except the clergy, did fb. 






Another childifh and paltry inftance of bigotry, 
in fbme members of the church of England on that 
occafion, was ftriking out the tide of Reverend pre- 
fixed to Mr. ScholefiekTs name and mine in the lift 
of the committee. A fubfcribcr found the ink with 
which the rafure had been made, not quite dry ; 
and inquiring who had been in the library, was in- 
formed that only Mr. Curds and Mr. Lloyd, a 
5 Quaker, 
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Quaker, had been there. Being interrogated on 
the fubjeft, they both denied having done it. If 
notwithftanding this> Mr. Curds wiis generally be- 
lieved to have done it> the fault is not mine. As 
little regard has been paid to his moft folemn afle* 
Verarion by Dn Parr, a brother dergyman. 

Without the leaft regard to truth Mr. Burn (peaks 
of me, p. 2i) as having been "adopted the Cham- 
f c pion and leader of the whole body," (viz. of Dif- 
{enters), " in the bufinefs of the application to par- 
liament for the repeal of the corporation and teft 
adts;" and he adds, that cc . after organizing the 
whole body of DiHenters, and bringing them to 
" aft as one man, their future conduit in this affair 
" was to be governed, as unqueftionably it has been, 
cc and efpecially in this, and the neighbouring coun- 
* ties, by the maxims of his policy/* 

In all this Mr. Burn fhews his utter ignorance of 
this whole bufinefs; and, though he pays no regard 
to what I have before faid on this fubjedt, viz. that 
I had very little to do in it, he fhould have pro- 
Cured information from fome other quarter, and have 
mentioned his authority. Of the many letters, re* 

jolutibnS) &£. relating to this affair, that. were drawn 
up at Birmingham, I did not write one. I attended 

' but few of the meetings even there, and though I 
attended one at Nottingham, it was becaufe I had 
bufinefs of my own in that place. I affifted, in- 
deed, in drawing up the refoluuons that were agreed 
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tjpon there, but faid little or nothing at the meetrag^ 
Indeed, it is well known that 1 am very backward 
to (peak in public 5 being, on fcveral accounts,, efpe- 
cially a tendency to ftammering, onfit fcr public 
peaking. 

On the failure of this application to parliament^ 
Mr. Burn fays, p. 18, (< Clrcumftances did arife 
'* which tended extremely to expofe the trae tem- 
** per and views of Dr. Prieftley, and to fink hin* 
•* f>rodigioufly in the opinion of his townfmen." I 
wifh Mr. Burn had faid what thofe circumftanoes 
were, and I now call upon him to name them. I 
' had no views that were peculiar to myfelf, or that 
were not commoa to all Difietftem and what I did 
to promote thofe views was nothing peculiar to my- 
fel£ arid lefs than was done by many others y not st 
hundredth part, I may venture to fay, of what was 
done, and ably done, by Mr. Walker of Nottingr 
ham, hot to fpeak of others. Indeed, it is well 
known that I was never folickous about the object. 
But it is Mr. Burn's manner to make general afler- 
tions without appealing, to any fpecific fa&s, capable 
of being fcrutinized„ 

The difcourfe which I preached and publifhed on 
this occafion I called <* the moft calm and mode- 
" rate that ever was written on a political fubjedt" 
This Mr. Burn does not deny; but as nothing good 
can come from me, he gives it the following turn> 
p. 23* cc They perceived, indeed, that his gird at the 

u minifter 
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H mihifter had taught him circumfpe&ion, ahd that 
u his wounds received in the encounter being 
" yet freih, he fought cautiously ; but tht true de- 
* c fign of this piece of raahsgement was too pal- 
u pable to be miftaken*" In this he alludes to my 
Letter to Mr. Pitt, by which that minifter might 
receive a Wound, but it will Hot be eafy to find the 
fears of any that I receiyedi If I had wounds, they 
did not prevent my continuing to fight on (if I 
mull purfue Mr. Burn's metaphor) and what I 
wrote afterwards in my Anfwer to Mr. Burkes and 
ipy Familiar Letter s> betray no diminution of vigour 
fcr fpirit. But that the temper with which I deli- 
vered and publifhed that fermon was not artfully 
affumed for the ocCafion, as Mn Burn infmuates, 
but habittial to me, will appear from what I wrote 
refpeding the fame fubjed in one of the earlieft of 
my publications* viz. my Addrefs to Protejlant Dif* 
/enters as Jucb> a part of which I fliall for this 
purpofe infert in my Appendix, No* IV '« 

Mn Burn would in vain charge me with even 
alluding to fads that 1 km not prepared to authen- 
ticate. With refped to the report of my convert- 
ing Sjlas Dean tc^atheifm, Mr. Burn fays, p. 26, 
cc Will he oblige the public with the names of fome 
c< of thofe clergymen in the town and neighbour- 
" hood by whom this account was fo induftrioufly 
" circulated ?" Now I doubt not Mr. Burn knows 
niuch moje of this bufinefs than I do. Twill men- 
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tion, however, that Mr. Swainfon of Rowley, and £ 
clergyman dining at Stratford, both ftrongly recom- 
mended the pamphlet in which that ftory was pub- 
lifhed, as did Mr. Curtis at the library room in 
Birmingham. The perfon who heard him is ready 
to atteft it. 

Let the reader judge from thefe particulars whe- 
ther I have given a falfe account of the temper of 
the members of the eftabliflied church in Birming- 
ham in general, or of that of the clergy in particu- 
lar. It was the extreme of bigotry, the fame that 
had exifted ih the place long before I went thither, 
What I in Vain endeavoured to allay, what exifts 
there at prefent in as great violence as ever* and will 
I fear continue a long time ; for it appears to have 
been greatly inflamed by the late riot. 



SECTION IV. 

Of the prtdjfpq/ing Caufes of the Riot, 

I CONSIDER the view that was perpe- 
tually exhibited of the Diffenters, and efpecially pf the 
Unitarians in general, and of myfelf in particular, by 
the clergy of Birmingham, and others who occa- 
fionally preached in their pulpits, as a principal pre- 
difpofing caufe of the riot \ as they neceflary led the 
people to confider us as the very pefts of fociety; 

from 
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&om which the wifh, and the endeavour, to extermi- 
nate us, as fuch, was but too obvious and natural- 
Mr. Burn, in what I have already quoted from 
him, ftrongly denies the fad. But there is evidence 
of it now exifting in the printed fermons of Dr. 
Croft and Mr. Madan, which are well known to 
have been in the fame ftrain with many others deli- 
vered in the pulpits at Birmingham while I refided 
there ; and it will not be fuppofed that what they 
have printed was lefe guarded than what was not, 

Mr. Madan, who fays that his difcourfe was pub- 
lilhed " at the requeft of many before whom it was 
" delivered/* which is a proof of their party fpirit, as 
well as of his own, fpeaks with particular appro- 
bation of the fermons of Dr. Croft, and Mr. Clut- 
ton ; the latter of which he laments was not printed, 
and which J remember to have heard fpoken of as 
peculiarly violent $ as the fermons of Mr, Curtis 
were alfo faid to be. The reader may therefore 
judge of the inflammatory tendency of thefe feripons 
of the clergy in general, by the following extradts 
from thofe of Pr, Croft and Mr, Madan. 

They both agree in representing the principles of 
the Diflenters as " unqueftionably republican." 
ft Thofe of the Socinians," which Mr. Madan Ipeal^s 
pf as evidently gaining ground, he feys, p. 10, 
** are certainly no Ids dangerous to the ftate than 
# $bg t<enets of popery." Both thefe preachers re- 
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prefent our principles as not only theoretically, but 
praftically feditious. Of the fentiments of Dr. Price, 
Dr. Croft fays, p. xii. « They fpread jealoufy and 
" difcontent through the kingdom,, and were little 
« Ihort of blafpheftiy. The Diffenters," he fays, 
P- 33 y <f w i& t0 deftroy the whole fabric of our 
« conftitution." Mr. Madan alfo reprefents us as 
po better than king killers in general. cc Is there no 
" feafon," he fays, p. 13, " to receive with fufpir 
< c cion their declarations of reverence to the govern- 
« ment, and of loyalty to the king, however plaur 
? c fibly and fpontajieoufly announced, when the 
? c amount of that reverence has been exa&ly afcer- 
cc tained by the woful experience of republican ty- 
* ranny, and the extent of their loyalty has been ex-? 
" aftly delineated by the blood of a king." He 
alfo fays, p. 8, that he <c always regarded our prin- 
*< ciples as pointedly hoftite, and dangerous to oxnr 
f c happy conftitutiop." 

When he was called upon by me to defend thefe 
ftrange apd injurious afperfions, which, are in con- 
tradiction to all hfftory, and feyeh to recent fafts, 
and efpecially to all my principles, as contained in 
my writings ; he appeared willing, indeed, to except 
from his charjges the more moderate, or Calviniftit 
Piffepters, but by no means myfelf, and others whom 
he terms < c the more Violent Diffenters 3" and iti 
vindication of tyhat he had advanced concerning the 
Jpng killing principles being ifcill. retained by# the 
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Difientcrs, 4ie fays, p. 35, that " principles arc ? 
<€ long lived generation ;" and insinuates that there- 
fore, they mull now exift fomewhere among. us. 
Thefe principles/' he fays, p. 22, * are ftill at 
work." When I appealed to my own peaceable 
behaviour, he replied, p. 16, that " Guy Fawkcs 
€C would have done the famej" plainly fuggefting f 
companion between him and me* 

Both Dr. Croft and Mr. Madan reprcfent in a 
moft extravagant light the very innocent objeft of 
die application of the DifTenters to parliament for 
the repeal of the corporation and teft a£ts, and they 
intimate, that fo far from giving us more liberty, it 
were to be wifhed that we could be deprived of 
(bene of the privileges that we now enjoy. Mr. 
Madan alarms the public by calling the bufinels q{ 
this application a " great confldtutional caufe." 
The pofleffion of offices, which we plead our right 
to a participation in, he fays, p. 1 2, would be " in- 
compatible with the fafety of our civil govern 
ment " and he fpeaks of our third application as 
an extraordinary fubjc&, now a third time obr 
" truded upon the kgifiature." 

* 

Dr. Croft fays, p. 36, " It would be fatal to reli- 
u gion, if the legiflature fhould by any aft of indulr 
" gence declare all opinions injiocent. It is unfor*- 
<f tunatc," he fays, p. xiv. " that the right of votr 
** ing at ekdionS; and of fitting in parliament, can- 
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€t not be taken from the Diflenters. It would be 
c# defirable," p. 30, Cf to exclude from the Britifh 
cr fenate all thofc who are led away by their plaufiblc 
arguments, and to caution every Britifh youth 
againft their civil and religious maxims of go- 
vernment/' He particularly fays, p. xi. that 
** if the Unitarians were reftri&ed from fpeaking in- 
f c decently of the do6trine of the Trinity, and if they 
f< were enjoined upon certain pains and penalties, it 
might be deemed perfecution by them, but could 
not be thought a hardfhip by others." Mr, Ma- 
dan alio fays, p. 9, cc Are we not juftly upbraided 
* c with a paffivc and fupinc conduft, in a caufc of 
« c the moft interefting and facred nature ? M 

Of my own charafter nothing more injurious 
could be infinuated than was done by Mr. Madan, 
He defcribes me as a man of extraordinary talents, 
indeed, but as actuated by malevolence-, and how elfe 
would he have dejfcribed Satan himfelf? " Wherj 
" I fee/' he fays, p. 26, <c your blindnefs in any 
" point of hiftory, I much fufpedt it to be wilful/ 1 
which Is to reprefent the worft principle of my 
conduit as, in all cafes, more probable than any 
other. What rpuft the inhabitants of Birming- 
ham, who juftly refpe&ed Mr. Madan more than 
any other clergyman in the town, think of the DiC- 
fenters in general, and of myfelf in particular, when 
we were defcribed in this manner, and when the ac- 
count w^ introduced wit^ fqch uncommon folemmty, 
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p. a, as given €( from the fettled principles of his 
(€ heart, as he hoped for mercy from die God of 
* truth ?* 

To what can we compare this conduft of the 
clergy, but (to adopt that metaphor of mine which 
has been fo much carped at, and mifreprefented,) 
laying gunpowder, not grain by grain, but by hand- 
fuls, in that magazine which exploded on the 14th 
of July ? For what outrage mtift not many of the 
common people, who read none of my writings, hut 
heard them fpoken of by the clergy as highly dan- 
gerous, and unfit to be read by them, have been 
prepared, when for years together they heard the 
Unitarian Diffenters in general, and myfelf in parti- 
cular, pointed at as the enemies of their country, 
ready on the firft opportunity to overturn the govern- 
ment under which we lived, anjl even to embrue 
our hands in the blood of our fovereign ? Could 
they help concluding that the perfons who defcribed 
us in this manner wifhed to have us deftroyed, that 
it was even meritorious to deftroy us j and when in 
any cafe the end is thought to be juft in itfel£ the 
propriety of the means will be lefs attended to ? If 
violence be employed to gain any end, there are 
thoufands in all parts of this country ready to join in 
it, without any regard to the end, but merely for 
the fake of mifchief and plunder. It is an army 
ready to aft on the fide of any whom they think 
{hey pan fervc with impunity to themfelves, 

3 It 
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It is, therefore, in this fenfe, though in this only, 
that I accufc the clergy of Birmingham, and efpe- 
cially Mr. Madan, as having been the promoters of 
the riot ; and if it fhould terminate in that deftruc- 
tion with which I am ftill threatened, I (hall charge 
them with being the caufe of my death. 

The methods that were taken to excite the po- 
pulace of Birmingham againft the Diffenters, pre- 
vious to the riot, were various, and but too fucceff- 
ful. Among others, I {hall only mention one, as a 
fpecimen of ingenuity as well as of die malignant party 
fpirit, which prevailed in the place, while nothing 
was done by us but what was calculated to allay it. 
The following paper was much circulated in Bir- 
jjjjngham two years before the riot. 

€€ To thofc faftious and republican fpirits, who 
? c are at this time infidioufly endeavouring to un- 
* c dermine the grand bulwark of our mod excellent 
V conftkution, a plate of their Coat of Arms is de- 
** dicated, by a friend to fbttrcb and king. 



€C 



Blazoning of tbt Diffenters Coat of Arms, 



<c Field fable. A difTenting magiftrate fits with 
*< a table before him, holding in his right hand a 
& pen, in his left hand a ferpent. On his (houklef 
f fits a toad di&ating to ham. Over his head is a 
t c pair of fcafes broken^ Or within, and argent. One 
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hornet and fix walps, reprefefltifcg the feven united 
congregations. Creft, the head of Janus, partjr 
per pale, fable, and or, before a thorn and a thiftle, 
*' iffuing proper. Motto. To him we owe gut power. 

" Supporters." 

• 

<c Fraud reprefented with the body of a woman, 
cc with a double face young and old, prefenting the 
" moft fafcinating to the unwary obje&s her prey. 
cc Her attributes are an angle rod, with a filh caught, 
and in her left a ferpent. She is always defcribed 
with the legs and claws of a vulture, and the tail 
* c of a fcorpion. Deceit is reprefented by an elder- 
" ly matron gayly drefled, holds a mafk before her 
€< face, and on her breaft two hearts, black and red, 
u denoting the neceffity of an external appearance 
" to cover the defigns of a corrupt mind." 

N. B. There is fome incoitedfcnefe in this copy* 
but I have not feen any other. 
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SECTION V. 

Qrcwnftances previous to the Riot, and more imme- 
diately connected with the Caufe of it. 

SEVERAL circumftances, previous tp 
the riot, lhow that fome fuch thing was ex- 
pected by the High Church party, while no Dit 
fenter, though expofed to the rnifchicfi apprehended 
any fuch matter. A clergyman dining at the An- 
chor, at Worccfteiv July 13, faid that, " If there was 
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any dinner at Birmingham the next day, feme- 
tiling would fhew idelf at night, and that it was 
" then brewing/* A perfon of Birmingham faid, 
" there will be the devil to pay at the Hotel to 
4C day. There are about two hundred Prefbyte- 
€t rians met there, but we are ready for them, and 
*< {hall be their matters yet/* 

Mr. Burn reprefents the dinner at the Hotel, and 
the hand-bill, published a few days before, as the true 
caufes of the riot. " The promoters of the dinner," 
he fays, p. 51, " were chiefly DifTenters; and as the 
€t defign of that meeting was ftrongly fufpe&ed, 
* c thofe gentlemen became the object of popular re- 
c< fentment," But that both the dinner and the hand- 
bill, were the mere pretences for the violences that 
were committed, is evident from the cry of the 
time, which had no relation to the dinner. Had the 
iuffercrs been obnoxious as having been concerned 
in the dinner, thofe of the church of England, who 
joined in it, would have been doubly fo, as men whq 
had deferted their friends, and joined their enemies 5 
but no member of the eftablifhment, thoygh prefent 
at the dinner, fuffered at all j and the only fuffercrs 
were that very defcription of men againft whom the 
popular refentment had been excited feveral years 
before, viz. the Unitarian Diffenters in general, and 
myfelf in particular, whether we were prefent at the 
dinner, or concerned in promoting it, or not. 

Of 
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Of the principal liifferers, who were ten in all, 
only three were at the dinner, and their houfes were 
the laft that were deftroyed. On thefe (hiking fa&s 
no comment favourable to Mr. Burn's hypothefis 
can be made. 

Mr. Burn lays, p. 52, that « the effeft which thtf 
hand-bill might produce on the lower orders* 
was very juftly and ferioufly apprehended/' Now 
it is to the laft degree improbable that any ferious 
effedt was ever apprehended from it. All that it 
invited to was the celebration of the French Revo- 
lution; yet he ftrangely fays, p. 47, " The objed of it 
u was, in the apprehenfion of the populace, nothing 
<c lefs than the immediate overthrow both of Church 
u and State." This famous hand-bill is ftill extant, 
and has been publifhed a thouland rimes more by the 
enemies of the Diffenters than by their friends ; and 
if it had really been calculated to do much mifchie£ 
it muft have appeared long before this time. 

At any time before the riot it was exceedingly 
difficult for any Diflenter to procure a copy of the 
hand- bill, while it was circulated with great induftry 
among church people. If the magiftrates really ap- 
prehended a riot from the effefts, either of the 
hand-bill, which few Diflenters had feen, or from the 
dinner, which, however, few propofed to attend, why 
did they not prepare to oppofc it by fwearing more 
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eonftabks, and ufing other precautions dire&ed irt 
the Riot Ad ? 

If the governors of this country had really thought 
this hand-bill capable of doing any harm, would 
they not have fent foldiers to Birmingham, to be in 
readinefs for the occafion ? A copy of the hand-bill 
was in the fccretary of ftate's office three days be- 
fore the dinner, and that was time enough for the 
purpofe. Would it have been publifbed at full length 
in the Gazette ? Or would Mr, Dundas have recited 
it in the Hottfc of Commons ? This publication,? 
and many other publications of it, clearly fhews that 
Do body ever apprehended any danger from it, and 
that the ftir that was made about it was only to 
throw an odium upon Diflfenters, who were repre- 
prefented as the authors of it< 

A letter of Dr* Tatham's, in which the anniverfary 
of the French Revolution was called an illegal and 
unconftituticnal aEty and which was eagerly circulated 
in Birmingham before the dinner, contributed much 
more to the riot than this hand-bill. 

The fufpicion of the fabrication of this hand- 
bill has now generally fallen upon the perfon alluded 
tp by Mr. Burn and Mr. Dundas. It is well known 
to all our friends that I had no connexion with that 
perfon, and that he was leaft of all likely to be go- 
verned 
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▼crned by my advice. This, however, I will lay for 
him, that though he thought freely on the fubje&s 
of .government and religion, he was as far from any 
thing properly feditious as Mr. Burn himfelf. I be- 
lieve him to be an honed and well meaning man, 
though I never thought him die molt prudent. It 
is to the disgrace of this country that fuch a perfon 
was under the necefiity of leaving ir. 

At the time of my writing the Appeal, I had not 
the leaft fufpicion of this perfon being the author 
of the hand- bill, and, therefore, thoqght it as pro- 
bable that it might be written by fome of the High 
Church party, for the ufe that they actually made of 
k, as by the Diflenters who fuflfered in confequcnee 
*>f it. And certainly, they who forged letters for the 
purpofe of exciting the rioters to do us mifchie£ 
were capable of doing this with the fame view. The 
jone was not more wicked than the other. Ad- 
mitting, however^ that a Diffenter wrote this cele- 
brated hand-bill, and that it was as heinous a thing 
'as^our enemies reprefent it* it was only the work of 
one man, for whofe conduct no other perfon is re- 
fponfible. No perfon concerned m the dinner had 
the leaft knowledge or fufpicion of it at the time, as 
appears by their public advertifementr 

Depending upon foch accounts as were given me, 
with refpett to tranfaftions.at which I could not be 
prefent myfelf, I had faid that, befides the dinner at 
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the Hotel, there were other dinners on that day, of 
perfbns of better condition, who did not rife fo fbon* 
or fo fober, as thole who celebrated the French Re- 
volution, and that the riot commenced at the break> 
ingupofthefe companies. cc This," fayrMr. Burn* 
p. 58, " is, to fay the leaft, an idle fiction." u The 
magiftrates," he fays, 59, <c dined at one of our 
inns on that day, and for the e*prefs purpofe of be- 
ing on the fpot, in cafe their interference fhould 
€t be found neceflary, in order to keep the peace." 

Now I do not find, on farther inquiry that 
there was more than one fuch dinner as I have dc- 
icribed, viz. oiperfons of Better condition, the reft being 
of the lower orders, though not all of the loweft, 
whofe affembling, whofe horrid execrations, and 
whofe intoxication, Mr. Burn cannot deny. But that 
the other dinner, though attended by the magiftrates, 
anfwers fufficiendy to my defcription, there is evi- 
dence enough. 

The High Church party who dined at the Swan 
tavern in Bull-ftreet, if I Kc not mifinformed, ufed 
the moft horrid exc\ ations, drank damnation to the 
Prefbyterians, and prophefied what dreadful havoc 
would be made. A perfon who heard this perfuaded 
thqfe who dined at the Hotel to difperfe •, and then re- 
turning to the company at the Swan, faid, " Gentle- 
V men, your fport is fpoiled, the company is breaking 
" up*" and this feemed to mortify them exceedingly. 

That 
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Yhat the magiftrates themfelves, and no doubt 
father perfons of their party, were either intoxicated, 
or worfe, at the breaking up of this meeting, the 
fads I fhall prefently relate abundantly prove. IS 
they ferioiifly meant to keep the peace, their meafure*, 
\vere very ill laid, and certainly had no fuccefs* To 
pretend that they feared a riot from the friends of 
the revolution dinner is too abfurd to be alleged* 
They were not of that clafs of people; and there 
tyas no dinner, or preparations for any dinner* ex- 
cept at the hotel 

Among other cireumftances that indicated a 
defign in the High Church party to promote a 

r 

riot, I mentioned a report of fome fliops being 
(hut up, that the workmen might be at liberty for 
that purpofe. Of this Mn Burn fays, p. 5 1, " if 
,c any inftance of the kind does really exift, it has 
rc eluded our refearch." He adds, that " many 
u churchmen took pains to keep their iflen in die 
* c fhops." Of this I have no doubt. The generality 
of the Church people in Birmingham were far 
from favouring the rioters* nor have I ever given 
that idea of them. The promoters of the riot were 
a few, but certainly all of them churchmen. 

The ftate of the town of Birmingham is ftill fuch 
that it is not eafy to procure politive evidence 
againft any rioter, or favourer of the riot; nor can 
it be deemed extraordinary that I (hould in fome 
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inftanccs have been mifled by the exaggerated r£-» 
ports of the time, when I wrote my Appeal. Whe- 
ther, however, I wrote without Jome authority, let 
die reader judge from the following circumftances. 
Mr. Ruflfel remonftrating with one of the rioters at 
his own houfe, he faid, " What would you have us 
<c do ? We cannot work, for our matters turned us 
f f out of the ftiop on Thurfday morning, and de- 
Cf clared we fliould not ejiter it again all the week." 
The name of the man was Patric, and he faid h» 
matter was a buckle-maker* 

It is poffible alfo, that the Diflenters might get 
the idea of the perfons excluded from the fhops being 
more numerous than they were, from the following 
circumftance, viz. that a litde after nine o'clock, on 
the 14th of July, Mr. Carles, after faying to the riot- 
ers, Cf Come, my boys, huzza," added, <c if diey turn 
" you put of work, I will employ you/' What ha 
meant by that language he beft knows himfelf. It 
is, I own, more probable that his meaning was, that 
if the Diflenters Ihould turn any perfons out of their 
(hops for having been concerned in the riot, he 
would endeavour to find employment for thenu 

That too many, though far from the majority of 
the church people in Birmingham, favoured the 
riot, and did as much to pipmote it as the (hutting 
up their fhops, though they might not do that fpeci- 
fic thing, is fufficiently evident 1 and therefore this 

could 
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trould not of itfelf appear improbable; and that 
great numbers of the common manufacturers were 
vttU enough predifpofed for the riot is evident from 
the following citeumftance. Ori the 13 th of July a 
Churchman talking about the intended dinner, laid* 
rc I have got fifty hands in my fliopi arid if I was to 
cc go to them to-morrow, and fay, My lads, you* 
*' church and king are in danger, they would turn 
€t out every man of them, and break every window 
< f in the hotel" . 

Another circumftanee that I (hall mention is one 
that I own I do not perfe&ly underftand * but as it 
has been mentioned as fome evidence that even 
Mr. Curtis himfelf expe£ted a riot, that in it re- 
courfe would be had to fire, and that he did not 
wifh fuch fire to be foon extingiiifhedi I fhall relate 
it* that Mr. Curtis may have aa opportunity of ex* 
tulpating himfelft 

The keys of the fire engine were tkken by him oufi 
of the cuftody of the perfon who ufually kept them* 
arid, delivered to a Mr. Brooke* a clerk in his own 
churchj who, when he was applied to for them, as 
the rioters were demblifhing the old meeting, faid* 
that he had orders to let nobody have them* At 
length, however* ah order was procured from the 
fchurchwarden, who expreflcd much furprife that 
this fhould be neceflary; when Mn Brooke (find- 
ing that he could not refufe them) faid, " it you 
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u muft have them, you (hall, but they will dfo.ybtf 
5* no good;" which was a&ually the cafe, the en- 
gine not being fuffered to play oa any but the 
neighbouring houfes. 

» 
What makes this Aory the nttore' extraordinary 
isy that it appears from Mn Curtis's own accbum 
tfhat, in the courfe of that night, the clerk wenc 
to the Veftry, and there wrote a letter, which 
he fent by a fpecial meffenger to Mr.- Curtisy 
to inform him that, at the order of the church- 
Warden, he had delivered tine keys of the engine. 
Does not this look like anxiety to make an apology 
for having done what he knew would not be pleaf- 
irig to his fuperior? It behoves Mr. Curtis to ex- 
plain this extraordinary cbndu& with refpeft to the 
fire engine, with which it does not appear that h* 
had any thing to do* 

■ 

That fomething Was concerted by the High 
Church with refpeft to the Diflenters previous or 
the dinner is evident from this c'ircumftance, that 
a Diflenter, but not known to be one by Mr. J. 
Green, a bufy and not very difcreet manf, going to 
him about bufinefs the day before the riot, received 
for anfwer, u I have not time to fettle your account 
€t now, the damned Frefbyterians give me fo much 
" trouble. There are gentlemen now at my houfe 
cc confulting what is to be done with them." 

• 
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SECTION Vt 



'Ctrcufnjiayues attending the Commencement of the Rioh 

I SHALL now prdceed to relate fome 
circumftances which immediately preceded, and ac- 
companied the riot, at its firft breaking out ; and I 
think they will fufficiently prove not only that there 
was no exertion on the part of the magiftrates, or 
any of the principal church people in the town, to 
prevent the riot; but that, not then knowing how 
far it would proceed, many of them were well-wifliers 
to it, I may, no doubt, be deceived; but all the par- 
ticulars that I fhall mention have been voluntarily 
declared upon oath, and the reporters are now ready 
to atteft them in any court of judicature, when- 
ever they are called upon to do it However, let 
our enemies have an opportunity of vindicating 
themfelves : they have the fame accefs to the Public 
that I have, and will have a much more favourable 
hearing. 

"When the company were going to the hotel, and 
the mob were throwing at them, the juftices, who 
were prefent, took no notice of it, and did not 
endeavour to difperfe, them. Between kveii and 
eight o'clock Mr. Carles and Dr. Spencer were in 
the nudft of the mob, in pafling from the hotel to- 
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wards Bull-ftreet, and feemed to encourage then* 
by bowipg and nodding to them. When fome of the 
mob Game out of the hotel, where they had been to 
look for thofe who had dined there, one of the ma- 
giftrates. Handing upon thp fteps, took off hw 
hat, waved it round his head, and huzza'd with 
jJieiti, jxit made po attempt to. check, them for a, 
quarter of an hour, while the witnefs was wit{i 
them. TjVhen one of them was haranguing the mob 
on the fteps of the hotel, the other flood behind 
Jiim, laughing heartily, and hiding his face wjtft hi§ 

When the windows of the hotel were nearly de-i 
jnolilhed, one of the juftices cried, " Well done, my 
* e lads, well done, my lads. We will ck> what we 
? c can for you; and if I had it in my power I would 

rn^ke you all drunk-" A tittle *ft?r W nt ^ e ^4 
to the mob, < € Do no rnifchiefi or murder; find if 

you are taken up in a right qaufe, and brought 

before us^ w£ will acquit you;" ai^d lie fliook 

fyands with feveral of them. One of the rioters afked 

the juftices^ if they would give them leave to fhake 

a little powder out of Dr, Prieftley 's wig : and to 

this they made no anfwer, b.ut laughed, took off 

their hats, waved them three times, and huzza'd. 

One of them faid, again Cf You are all hearty fel- 

f? lows; if I had \t in my power I would make yoi\ 

<c all drunk." A boy faying, " Damn them, f?ize 

V all the Prefbyttrians," one of therp put his han^ 
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on the boy's head, and faid, cc Well done, my hearty 
* chicken: thou arc a damned good cock*" and 
laughed. The mob laughed with him, and huzza'd, 
Crying, Spencer for ever. 

The moft ferious charge againft one of the ma- 
giftrates is the following: while the rioters were 
throwing at the windows of the hotel, he faid, " My 
friends, do not revenge yourfelves upon this man, 
who gets his living by making dinners for gen- 
tlemen. If you wifti to be revenged upon them % 
" go to their meetings," On this the mob cried*. 
<c To the new meeting^ the juftice will proteft us." 
They were fo near him, that he muft have heard 
them. A young man of my congregation told me 
before I left my houfe, that he was ftanding clofe by 
one of the magiftrates when the rioters mentioned 
going to the new meeting, and that he faid nothing 
to reftrain then^ 

While the fame magiftrate was walking up Bull- 
ftreet fome of the rioters followed him, and among 
them was a woman, who cried, " Damn all the 
Cf Prefbyterians in the town ;" but at this the ma- 
giftrate only laughed. Being incommoded by the 
crowd, one of the juftices bid them not follow him. 
On this they cried, " Where muft we go?" He an- 
fwered, <c Go down to the meeting to the others." 
They then went to the new meeting, and joined 
^bpfg who were deftroying it. He alio faid to tjhepi 
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at the fame time, " Do no other mifchief than pul- 
cc ling down the meetings, and I will Hand your 
< f friend as far as lies in my power," Afterwards* 
when one of the rioters, who was demolifhing the 
tiew meeting, was told that he would be hanged for 
it, he faid, " Noj for juftice Carles fent us down 
<* hither," 

cc It is but juftice," fays Mr. Burn, p. 121* €€ to 

« Mr. Brooke, at that time under fheriff, a&ing 

if with the magiftrates, and fince deputed by the 

<* hundred as their fole folicitor on the trials, to oh- 

<c ferve, that no individual appears to haye rifkecl 

<c more by his perfonal exertions during the riots 

* c than himfelf," I have no ohje&ion to admitting 

this with refpeft to Mr. Brooke, or any other per^ 

fon, after the riot had proceeded farther than they 

, wiftied, in confequence of which they might think 

they had particular reafon to be apprehenlive for 

themfelves > but the queftion is, how they behaved 

at the commencement of the riot $ and at that time 

there is clear evidence of feveral perfons having 

given them too much encouragement, 

The mob being affembled before Mr. Brooke's 
houfe, which is very near the hotel, a perfon in a 
green coat addreffed them in a low voice, defiring 
them to go from thence, and faying, that if they 
would go to the new. meeting, he would order a, 
aogflie^d of ale for them when they came back. They 
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alking him for fomething in hand, he appeared to give 
them money, having put his hand into his pock- 
et. Of this circumftance there are two witnefies. 
But previous to this he aflced a young man who 
was in the crowd, whether he thought they knew 
him. He then held up his arm, and pointed to- 
wards the new meeting, and they immediately cried, 
* f To the new meeting £ whither they went, and 
in five minutes few were left behind. Before this, 
when the mob were breaking the windows of the 
hotel, Mr. Brooke came out of his houfe, and Mrs. 
Brooke being apprehenfive of ibme mifchief to him, 
the rioters faid, cc We will not hurt Mr. Brooke ; 
%t we will pull down any houfe Mr. Brooke has % 
* c mind." This, however, they might have faid with 
refped to a perfon with whom they had had no pre-, 
vious communication, 



SECTION VII. 

» 

Of the ConduEt of the Magiftrates, and others, after 
the Commencement of the Riot. 

1 H E fads related in the preceding fedion 
fufficiendy prove that there was no difpofition in 
{he magistrates, or the high church party in gene^ 
ral, to check, but rather to promote, the riot at its 
commencement. Other fads as clearly prove that 
$is difpofition continued till the deftrudion of both 

the 
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fh* meeting houfes, and of every thing belonging* 
to me* When the rioters proceeded to attack the 
houfes of Mr. Ryland and Mr, Taylor, there is nor 
doubt that the greateft enemies of the Diffentrers were 
alarmed, and wiihed to fupprefs the rioters - 9 but hav- 
ing encouraged them before, they were at a lofs how 
to proceed, and at all events were determined not to 
Jiave recourfe to fire-arms* though there was no doubt 
but that this would have been effeftual in any period of 
the bufmefs. After the pofitive encouragement given 
to the raters, the reafon of this condyft was evident* 

Several of the circumftances that I Ihafl now 
mention alfo clearly lhew that the proper object of 
the riot was the Diflentcrs, and nothing relating ta 
the dinner, or the French revolution. The handbill, 
alfo, which had no relation but; to the French revo- 
hition, would have been as much forgotten as the 
dinner, had it not been for the idea of its being 
written by myfelf or fome other £)iflenter. Thofe 
things had fufficiently anfwered their purpofe, and 
the mob proceeded on its natural and original prin- 
ciple, the bigotry of the church people againft the 
Diffenters. In what follows I fhall firft relate the 
circumftan?es that relpeft the conduft of the ma- 
giftrates, then that of the clergy, ^nd afterwards tha^' 
of other perfons. 

About five o'clock in the morning of the 15th* 
when the rioters were deftroying my houfe, one of 
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{lie magiftrates rode up to it, raifed his arm, and 
beckoning to them, faid, f€ Come hither, my good 
*< hearty boys/' When they were gathered round 
him, he bade them take off their hats, and huzz?, 
which they did, and he did the lame feveral times* 
He then faid, " I cpmmend you for what you hav$ 
done, and wjjl protect you for it f No fire ; re- 
turn fo your work," They huaza'd, and when he 
was gon?, they returned %o the houfe, and continued 
fo demolilh it, crying, as my fon, who heard them, 
faid, cc Spencer for ever," The reafon he gave 
why he would not have them hurt the houfe was, 
fhat it belonged to Mr. Lloyd, a quaker. It had 
lately belonged to himj but had be?n fold Jo Mr* 
William Humphrys, 

|fetweet> nine and ten the fame day the other 
jnagiftrate coming along Dale End in a chaife, and 
the people gathering round him, he took off his hat, 
waved it oiit of the window, and cried, «f Church 
* c and King, for ever^ my lads. Be true to your 
" caufe ; ftick to your caufe f Be of my determl* 
* nation, to lofe the laft drop of blood in your bo- 
c f dies: it is my determination to lofe the laft drop 
" of mipe. Do not leave thefe Prefbyt^rian dog* 
v a place landing." He then huzza'd again, cry- 
ing, Church and King, and the mob did the fame, 
At two o'clock, hqweyer, on the fame day, when 
Mr. Ryland's houfe was burning, he faid to the 

fjdtersj c * Yqu have gone pail wj^ryou were or, 
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u dered." Both the magiftrates law a man ieized 
for carrying off three bottles from Mr. Ryland's 
Jioufe without taking any notice of itj and the max* 
'was fet at liberty. 

That the rioters took it for granted that the ma- 
giftrates favoured them there can be no doubt » 
though it is natural to fuppofe that, liking the bufi- 
nefs, they would make the moft of every circum-. 
ftance of that kind. Some of the rioters being 
taken into cuftody at Hay-hall, the refidence of 
Mr. Smith, others came, as they faid, by order of 
Mr. Carles, to demand their releafe, faying they did 
not corfie to do any damage to the houfe. 

At my houfe the rioters faid, c< The juftices 
* c will proteft us $ we Ihall not be hurt ; we may do 
fc what we pleafe, but not burn the houfe." They 
repeatedly faid in the -courfe of that night, " We 
* * wilh we had the doftor locked up in one of the 
#c rooms, we would burn him alive ; or if he had 
« come to the hotel, we would have killed hiifi." 

* 

Mr. Carpenter, of Woodrow, at fome diftance 
from JBirmingham, meeting a party of the rioters 
who did not know him, faid they were going to 
burn his houfe by orders from juftice Carles. On 
his remonftrating to them, they perfifted in faying 
they had juftice Carles's orders for it, and down i( 
fhould come. On Mr. Carpenter applying to Mr, 
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Carles afterwards for the afiiftance' of the foldiers* 
he infulted Kim, by alkirig him if he ever knew an 
honeft Prefbyterian on the lickey ? his houfe being 
on a hill fo called* He was not only refufed thq 
foldiers for whom he applied, but could not obtaki 
leave do feize any of the rioters without them, 

That the rioters had been led, by fome ifteafts or 
other, to imagine that what they did Was agreeable 
to government, is as evident as that they thought 
they were pleating the magiftrates* Soon after the 
riot, one man was heard to fay to another, * Welt 
" if any body is hanged for it, the king may fight 
<f for himfelf another time : for I am fure nobody. 
" elfe will fight for him." At the time that the 
rioters were demolifhing the old meeting, one of 
them faid to another, fC This is not right j" but the 
other replied, cc Nay, but the king has; fent us* and 
* c if we do not do it, he will fbon lofe his crown.** 
On the Saturday, when the rioters were hunting 
fome ducks, and were talking of the fbldiers com- 
ing, one of them faid, " What if they do, they will 
" not hurt us, as we have been fighting op their 
" fide. The juftices are for us. Did you not fee 
" how they laughed i n 

That the magiftrates were determined not to hare 
recourfe to fire arms, though this appeared to be 
the only effectual method of quelling the mob, was 
evident from the beginning to the end of the bufl- 
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ncfs; arid that they fhould not have done this, it ititf 
had been coftfcious to themfelvcs that they had 
given no encouragement to the rioters, I cinnot Well 
conceive* 

In the afternoon of the fifteenth* Capt. Maxwell 
propofed to Mr. Carles to colled all the foldiers in 
the town, and head them hirtifelf, faying he had no 
doubt but that he Ihould be able to put a fpeedy 
ftopto the riot; but Mr. Carles aimed from him with 
ftrong marks of difapprobation in his countenance. 
Mr. Ruflel, as early in the bilfmefs as poflible, ap- 
plied to Mn Carles to fend for a military force to 
<£uell the mob* and likewife propofed to head any 
number of men furnifhed with fire arms. He wrotd 
fo him to defire that twenty men might be fent to 
affift in the defence of Mr. Hiimphrys's houfe; But 
no requeft of this kind was ever liftened to, and at 
twelve o'dock on Saturday he received a note from 
Mr. Carles, informing him that both himfelf and 
Dr. Spencer were determined upon pacific mea- 
sures. Mr. Hutton's fervant having pricked one of 
the rioters with a bayonet, and the party afterwards 
coming before the jtiftices, Mr. Carles remarked^ 
and Dr. Spencer acquiefced in it, that he had no right 
;o ufe arms, except the other perfon had been armed 
in the fame manner. 

That any of the clergy of Birmingham had the! 
fcaft concern in the riot, or were at all well-wifhers 

to 
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to it, X was far from having any idea at the time of 
writing my Appeal, though Mr. Burn has more 

' than infinuated this, I only thought they had con- 
tributed to raifc the fpirit which produced the riot. 
Circumftances have fince occurred which, I own, 
do lead me to think that Mr. Curtis was not wholly 
innocent. At leaft, whatever might be his mean- 
ing, his behaviour contributed not a little to encou- 
rage the rioters. One circumftance I mentioned in 

. a preceding fe&ion, and two others I fball recite 

. hert. 

Being with a party of the rioters oppofite to St. 

Martin's church, he thanked them for what they 

had done in prote&ing the church and the king, 

. He then took off h\s hat^ joined in three huzzas, 

and wiftied them to follow him, which they did. 

On Friday, as the mob were, returning from the 
deftru&ion of Mr. Ryland's houfe, Mr. Curtis 
harangued them at the top of Temple Street, fay- 
ing, " We thank you, my brave fellows, for the 
<c zeal you have fliown for the church and the king. 
" You have now fufficiently puniihed your enemies, 
" and we beg you will difperfe, and go peaceably 
" about your bufinefs." Being thanked for what 
they had done, they might think that they could 
not be blamed for doing a little more, 

Mr. Curtis, willing to appear friendly to the Dif- 
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fenters, during the riot, now fays in Mr, Burn's 
pamphlet, p. 90, " During the riots my houfe 
at Solyhiril was open to a Diflenter and his 
family, and the children of another family were 
literally clothed by Mrs. Curtis." That Mr, 
Curtis had a real good will to many individuals 
among the DifTenters, I have no doubt, and that he 
wifhed the deftru&ion of any of us I do not be- 
lieve. 

But there was little to boaft of in his conduft in 
the cafe to which he refers. The Diflenter that he 
received into his houfe was old Mr. Smith of Hay 

' Hall, a man univerfally refpe&ed, and who, I be- 
lieve, has no enemy; fo that he ran no rifk in rc- 

" ceiving him. Confcious, however, that he himfelf 
was not very popular in his parifh, and that many 
perfons might wifh for a pretence to do him mif- 
chief, at Mr. Curtis's own requeft, Mr. Smith re- 
moved to the houfe of Mr. Eyre, another clergyman 
of the place, who was ready to run all rifques in 
protecting him. There, and not at Mr. Curtis's, 
Mr. Smith fl£pt ; and the next day, to die great 
concern of Mr. Eyre, Mr. Smith was induced, from 
the alarm of the neighbours, to remove. 

As to Mrs. Curtis literally clothing the children of 
a family of Difienters, I have no doubt of her rea- 
dinefs to do it in a cafe of real charity. But it will 
not be fuppofed that, in this cafe, fhe could look 

for 
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for no recompenfe except at the refurre&im of the 
jufty when it is known that thefe children were thofe 
of Mr. Taylor* They had gone out during the 
riot with the maid fcrvant who attended them* and 
were brought to the houfe of two ladies, who lived 
not far from SolyhulL Thefe ladies, being un- 
married, had no change of clothes for children, and 
therefore they fent to Mrs. Curtis tp borrow fome 
while their own were wafhing, and fhe fupplied 
them. It would have been very extraordinary, in* 
deed, if fhe, or any other perfon, who had chil- 
dren's clothes in the houfe, had refilled fueh a re* 
queft as this. 

When the rioters were demolilhing the new meet* 
ing, another of the clergy is faid to have encouraged 
them by faying, " Well done, my lads. When you 
cc have done here, go and pull down their houfes 
* too." ' 

Mr. Burn fays, p» 94, cc Mr. Lawrence (a cler- 
u gyman in Birmingham) and another gentleman 
u exerted their utmoft endeavours to fave the Doc* 
cc tor's laboratory." That Mr. Lawrence was no 
rioter, and did not himfelf affift in the deftrudion of 
my property, I readily acknowledge. But it does 
n#t appear that he took any pains to reftndn the 
rioters when they were demolifhing the houfe# 
On the contrary, they confidered him as their 
friend. Mr. Lawrence was alfo obferved to be read- 
ing feveral of my MS. papers, and to put them 
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into his pocket. What he did with them a£ 
terwards does not appear. He muft have knowi* 
that, being .my property, he ought to have returned 
them to me, or to my friends. If they were letters, 
he ought not, as a man of honour, to have read 
them at all* 

In what light the rioters confidered Mr. Law- 
rence, may appear from the following circumftance. 
When he went to the houfe the fecond time, in the 
morning of the fifteenth, the rioters at my houfe 
repeatedly faid that Mr. Lawrence had been there,, 
that tiiey were fure he thought they were doing 
right, for he laughed at them, and they would be 
damned if they would not go on. Some of them 
fhook him by the hand,* crying out, " The curate 
" of the new church. By God. By God." They 
continued to furround him, and to fhake him by 
the hand near half an hour, while he only de- 
fired them to loofe him, but expreffed no difap- 
probation of their conduft. 

At the fame time that, in my own vindication, I 
mention diefe particulars of the conduft of fome of 
the clergy of Birmingham, with the greateft fatif- 
fadtion I do juftice to Mr. Darwell, who was in- 
defatigable in his exertions in favour- of Mr. Juke^ 
and I believe of other Diffenters. 

That the rioters confidered the clergy as being- 
favourable to them, may eafily be inferred from every 

circumftance > 
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felitumftance, which (hewed that the Diflenters, as 
fuch, were the objedt of their malice. When Mr; 
Ryland's houfe was burning one of the magiftrates, 
pointing to the church* faid> " You fee your 
churdh, you have done your beft for it. Do not 
do any more. We are much obliged to you; 
cc you fee* your ftrerigth/* &c. &c. Mr. Carles faid 
to Mn Wi Ryland* and two other Diflenters who 
were following him in the ftreet, on the fifteenth, 
that they muft not come after him, for as they were 
known to be Diflenters, it would only irritate the 
mob, and make them more violent - y but when he 
came to the inn where Mr. Carles had promifed to 
meet him, he found the door Ihut againft him. 

That other perfons befides the rtiagiftrates and 

the clergy were favourable to the rioters, and ap^ 

proved of much of what they did, appeared from fe- 

yeral eircumftances. On the fifteenth, about noon* 

Mr. J. Green faidj * c We are fatisfied with what is 

u done* and now I wifh they would give over, for 

u they have done enough.' * On the fame day the 

gentleman in he green coat, one inftance of whofe 

conduft has been mentioned before, being at the houfe 

bf Mr. Ryland, pulled off his hat, and huzzaed to the 

rioters, faying* <c Gentlemen, I applaud you for what 

" you have done, but ftop here. This is private 

" property; Though thefe are the men who wifh to 

" overturn the conftitution, we have other means of 

F 2 * redrefs." 
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" redrefs.'' The mob, however, continued to de* 
ftroy die houfe* 

At Sparkbrook ttxrnpike three gentlemen being 
on horfeback, were converting very familiarly with 
the rioters* while my houfe was burning; when one 
of them faid aloud, a My lads, you fee your power * 
" you fee that if any attempt is made againft die 
" government of this country, you have it in your 

<c power to quafti it." 

That fbme perlbns above the condition of the 
Common rioters were deeply concerned in the bufi- 
ntfs, appeared from many circumftances, befides 
thofe that are mentioned in my Appeal. The forged 
letter, which was read at my hoofe, in order to in- 
ftigate the mob to do me mifchief, is alone a proof 
of this, and a copy of it will appear in my Appendix, 
No. V, When I was at Warwick, at the time of the 
aflizes, I received a fumtnons from "our opponents, 
the hand writing of which could not be diftin- 
guifhed from that of this forged letter. I have no 
doubt myfelf who the write* of this forged letter was, 
though no legal proof can be given of it. 

Another forged letter was read at Mr. RuffelTa 
houfe, a copy of which could not be procured, but 
the following account of it is given upon oath. Two 
men were on horfeback while the houfe was. burn- 
ing, 
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ing, and one of them read a paper, which he de- 
clared he had found in the houfe, purporting that 
4€ the Prefbyterians intended to rife, to burn down 
€C the church, blow up the parliament, cut off the 
** king's head, and abolifh all taxes," The paper 
was figncd E. Jefferies, No. 24, St. Thomas 9 s Street, 
London. The 16th of Auguft, they faid was the 
time fixed for the infurre&ion. The perfon who 
read the paper faid, cc Damn it, you fee they 
u would deftroy us. It is right that we ftiould 
u crufli them in time," 

They had alio another letter, which one of the 
perfons prefent faid was to know how many forces 
Mr. Ruflel could colleft by the tenth, and that they 
flibuld be ready to join in concert with their friends 
in Scotland. This letter was faid to be figncd by 
the fteward of the Revolution fociety. He that 
had this letter laid, cc Damn them, we will deftroy 
" every Prefbyterian's houfe in England." A 
ftranger, who was prefent, faying that fome of th* 
rioters would be hanged for what they were doing, 
one of them anfwered, <c How can they hang us, 
cc when the juftices fet us agait ?" Being afked 
what juftices, he faid, " Mafter Carles and Mafter 
" Spencer, and I muft do the juftices* work, and by 
<c God I will go to the pay table to night, for I 
cc have worked damned hard. Wont you, Tom i 9 * 
Tom anfwered, " And by God will I." The per- 
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fon who read one of thefe forged letters Was fo d<S 
fcribed as to be well known in Birmingham. 

The following drcumftances alfo ihew that there 
were promoters of the riot among perfons of. better 
condition, and that they difgyifed themfelves for the 
purpofe. While the New Meeting was deftroying, 
3 perfon was there who had the appearance of a 
gentleman, his linen being fine, and with ruffle? 
tucked up. He was very anxious to have the meet- 
ing-houfe confumed, and flood two hours viewing it, 
The fame perfon was feen at Mr. RuiTeU's, but dif- 
ferently dreffed* and oil horfe^ack;. 

After the rioters had entered the Old Meeting, a 
perfon was feen in the gallery, who had the ap^ 
pearance of a gentleman, but who endeavoured to 
difguife hijnfejf with a great coat, the cape of 
which he buttoned up as high as he could, and his 
Jiat w^s brought down very low. Three or four 
perfons came up to him, and converfed with him in 
whilpers. One of the rioters, knowing the witnefs^ 
frimed a blow at him, fo that he left them. 

At Mofely Hall alfo a perfon was feen above the 
lower clafs with a riding coat buttoned up to his chin^ 
and which covered a great part of his head and face, 
fie went about in a deliberate manner, giving or- 
ders, which were obeyed. There were feveral per- 
fons 
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Ions dreflfed like gentlemen at Mr. Hiimphrys's, but 
elpecially at Mr. RuflePs, encouraging the rioters, 
laughing at them, and faying they ferved the Pref- 
byterians right, for they deferved it. The laft cir- 
cumftanee that I fliall mention with this view is, 
that a lady, in a mixed company, unwarily faid, 
" I very often laugh to think what a figure our 
<f three dons would cut, one in a waggoner's frock, 
cr another with his face blacked, and the other with 
c< his hair cropped." But a hint being given that a 
Diflenter was in the company, ftie proceeded no 
fcrther, 



SECTION VIIL 
Clrcumftances Jubfequent to the Riot. 

HAVING confidered what paffed pre- 
vious to the riot, and during the continuance of 
it, as a proof that it originated in the bigotry of 
the High Church people againft the Difienters, I 
proceed to what paffed fubfequent to it; and it 
will fufficiently appear that the fame malignant fpirit 
continued to aftuate many perfons in Birmingham, 
in its vicinity, and indeed through the whole king- 
dom y fo that the news of it was far from being ft) 
difpleafing as it ought to have been, 

r 

The conduft of the magiftrates, which has been 
fliewn to have been fo criminally remifs a to fpeak in 
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the moil favourable manner, could not but have 
been known to the generality of the people of Bir- 
mingham, and yet at a public town's meeting, 
" certainly," fays Mr, Burn, p. 80, <c one of the 
€t moft numerous, unanimous, and" as he adds, 
refpedfcjble, ever convened at Birmingham, called 
for the exprefs purpofe of thanking our magif- 
trates, there did not appear any one fa£t that 
'• would juftify them in withholding their warmefl: 
* acknowledgments from thofe gendemen." 

That any public meeting fhould be called to thank 
perfons whole conduft was fo culpable, as that of 
Mr, Carles and Dr. Spencer, involved all concerned 
in that meeting (though I believe a fmall part of the 
inhabitants of Birmingham) provided they were 
acquainted with the circumftances above mentioned* 
in the guilt of the riot. Mr. Burn himfel£ by join- 
ing in this approbation, voluntarily takes his fhare 
in this guilt; and I fhould not otherwife have thought 
of charging him with it, 

A proof of bigotry, and of an approbation of the 
riot, fimilar to that which is implied in the thank* - 
to the rpagiftrates, is the reward that was given to 
Mr. Brooke, in -making him fole folicitor to the 
hundred. To this lucrative office he was recom- 
mended by lord Alesford, cc for the zeal diat he had 
<c fhewn in the caufe of the Church and King." A 
club has fince been formed in Birmingham, intitled* 
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Vthe Church and King Club, of which Mr. Brooke is 
iecretary. 

Mr. Burn .would insinuate, p. 67, that my con- 
duct, in criminating the High Church party in Bir- 
mingham, is condemned by thole Diflenters who in 
a public advertifement thanked thofe members of 
the eftabliihment who had exerted themlelves in their 
favour. As many of them certainly did fo, thofe 
thanks were well deferved, and proper. €c But 
" from this/' Mr. Burn fays, p. 68, cc it fufficiently 
* appears, that Dr. Prieflley, in his infidious ma- 
" nagement of this bufinefs, ads as much in oppo- 
u fition to the avowed opinion of the refpe&able body 
€< of Diflenters in Birmingham, as he has done to 
< c the cleareft dictates of candour and truth." This, 
indeed, is true : becaufe it does not yet appear that 
I have in any inftance afted contrary to die diftates 
of candour and truth. I (hould myfelf have cheer* 
fully concurred in that addrefs of thanks, and I no\? 
acknowledge myfelf under much obligation to fcve- 
ral members of the church of England for afllfling 
in fairing part of my property, and to Mr. Vale in 
particular, for materially affifting me in my efcape. 
But how is this inconfiftent with other members 
of the church of England being concerned in pro- 
moting the riot ? Becaufe fome, or the majority of 
any clais of men, are worthy perforo, does it fol- 
low that others of them may not be even deferving 
of the gallows ? Such, however* is the reafoning of 

Mr, 
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Mr. Burn, and a fpccimen of the beft of his reafoh- 
fog in this pamphlet. 

That there was a great Willingnefs in feme' of 
the principal members of the church of England 
to cripiinate me> and, thereby in fome meafure to 
juftify the riot,, appeared from many circumftances* 
The following look at lead that way, rMr. Carles 
2nd Mr. Bond, (a juftice of peace fen{ down' by go- 
vernment) went on Saturday, July 23, to Mr. 
Hawkcs of the Grove, who had fome of my books 
and papers, and demanded a fight of them. When 
they had examined many of them, they ordered 
l$m to fend them to them the next day ; but after- 
wards fent him word, that he did not peed to do it. ; 

? 1 

But the fame difpofitipn appeared much morei 
ftrongly by Mr. Curtis * reading fome of my MS, 
papers, and fending them, as he acknowledges him-* 
ielfj to the fecretary of ttate ; when feeing what I 
had already fuffered, infinitely more than the fen- 
tence of the law, if I had even bsen convifted of 
^edition, he ought not to have looked into them. 
Or if he had, and had thought that they might, 
tend to criminate me, he fhould have fent them to 
myfelf, Such conduct, though, as he was incapable 
of it, he may have no conception of the things 
would have been magnanimous, arid hav$ done him 

great honoyr, . , 

r 
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The fecretary of ftate has been guilty of equal 
yneannefs and injuftiee in keeping thofe papers from 
me, whofe property he knows them to be. He 
aifo knows, though Mr, Curtis was probably igno- 
rant of it, that I am not anfwerable for what other 
perfbns may write to me ; and furely I cannot be 
expefted to be the wretch that would divulge any 
thing fent to me in confidence, to the writer's 
prejudice. 

- Though copies of thefe papers, which I underftand 
we letters, written to -me* by an acquaintance, arc 
circulated among the clergy, I do hot find (and 
what I know of them is from the teftimony of a 
friend, who was permitted to read them, but not to 
take a copy) that they contain any thing more than 
flich free refledtions on adminiftration as perpetually 
occur in the public newfpapers, and indeed fiich as 
it is allowable in Englilhmen to write and to pub- 
lifh, whenever they think the condudt of minifies 
of ftate to be weak or criminal. I hereby call upon 
the perfon who detains thefe letters from me to make 
fhem as public as he pleafes, 

The groft calumnies againft the Diflenters in 
general, and myfelf in particular, invented and cir- 
culated in juftificatioh of the riot, are another proof 
pf the malignant fpirit that prevailed in the town 
pf Birmingham, and that was the proper caufe of it* 
Qf this Jqnd muft haye fc>$en die report of my 

fining 
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dining at the Hotel, haranguing the mob out of 
the window, and drinking the king's bead in a charger. 
It is remarkable that this account, which mufl 
have been a malicious fabrication, was the firft that 
was tranfmitted to London, in order to be inferted 
in the papers there ; and the printer of The Times 
affured me, that it was lent to him by " a re- 
*' fpeftablc perfon in the mercantile line in Bir- 
" mingham." 

It was currently reported of young Mr, Hum* 
phrys, that he had declared his with " to wade up 
« to the chin in churchmen's blood." This was 
confidently aflerted by Mr. William Gem of New 
Street, Birmingham -, and when he was charge^ 
with it, he acknowledged the fad, but laid he was 
dmnk when he iaid it. Mr. Humphrys's fpirited 
advertifement in the public papers on die fubjeft 
may be feen in my Appendix, No. VI. 

Two calumnies of this complexion arc retailed by 
Mr. Burn, p. 1 13 s one that a Diffenter faid, that 
" kings were expenfive things in this country i" 
which, however, is certainly very true* but it was 
interpreted in the worft fenfe, or tending to fedkion. 
The other was, tbat^other Diflenter, being applied 
to to pay a church levy, laid, cc he fhould not pay 
f ? many more." But both thefe ftories were pro- 
bably no better founded than that refpeftingMr. 
Hpmphrys, or that of my dining at the Hotel and 
3 drinking 
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drinking the king's head in a charger, Mr. Wittcn 
was probably the perfbn alluded to as having made 
the laft of thefe declarations to Mr* Collins the collec- 
tor. But when he applied to Mr. Born, he refilled 
to name his accufer, and Mr. Collins denied thai; 
Mr. Witten made ufe of the language afcribed to 
him, and that what he did fay was only jocofely* 

Mr. David Blair is underftood tt> be the perfon 
alluded to as having faid that kings were expensive; 
but though he alfo waited on Mr. Burn, he declined 
faying the converfation referred to him ; fo that In 
both thefe cafes Mr. Burn himfelf mud be confi- 
dered as the inventor of the reports. The perfon 
^ho was probably Mr. Burn* s informer, if he had 
any, was om who, palling by Mr. Blair on the 14th 
of July, called after him and /aid, <c So you arc 
going to the Hotel, I find*" and added, ** I wifli 
you were all blown up together $" to which no- 
thing at all was replied by Mr. Blair. 

What ftronger proof can be given of this bigotry 
and malevolence, which appears to have been the 
proper caufe of the riot, than its thus driving men 
to invent and propagate known falfehoods, in order 
to make the Diflenters odious? They who thu$ 
fhow that they wifli ta make the Diflenters appear 
the proper obje&s of the riot, may well be fulpeded 
of having fomented it. 

The 
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The profane pra&ice of drinking damnation aria 
confofion to the Diffenters is another proof of £ 
violent party fpirit r and though inftanees of it may 
be unknown, as he fays they are, to Mr. Burn, the 
Charge is unqueftionably trUe ,- and I have no doubt 
that the pra&ice is ftill continued and increafed: 
I myfelf perfe&ly remember a Diffenter relating to 
me a converfation he had with Mr. Carles, who faid 
xo him, and not long before the riot, " Though in 
u my cups I do fdmetimes drink damnation to you,- 
cc I would not hurt a hair of your heads.'* What- 
ever he might think at the moment, it appears 
that his good will, or rather his no ill will, to the 
Diffenters, did not continue long* , 

- When I was at Warwick, at the late affizes, feve- 
tal perfons in the Public Hall cried aloud, <f Damrt 
•' him, there is the caufe of all the mifchief;" and 
one man, an attorney in the place, followed me 
a great way in the public ftreet, then pretty much 
crowded, and when I was accompanied, by the 
Rev. Mr. Berington, Mr. Gakon, and Mr. Keir, 
three as refpeftable men as the county can furnifh, 
damning me in the moft vociferous manner, and 
expre fling his earned wifh that I had been burned 
in my houfe. A toaft publicly given and drank 
with great fefti vity at the fame time was, " May every 
u revolution dinner be followed by a hot fupper. ,y 
What can be a clearer proof than this, that thd 

fatfe 
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feme fpirit which prompted the riot ftill continues 
without any abatement, and, if not reftrained, would 
foon produce another ? There were ferious appre- 
henfions of one while I was at Warwick, and one of 
the judges, I was informed, was not a little alarmed 
on that account* 

At Birmingham a member of the eftablifliment 
lately complained to one of my congregation there, 
of being obliged, when in company, to drink Church 
and King) and damnation to the Prefbyterians. 

M?. Burn calls what I have faid of the clergy 
having been the firft to calumniate the Diflenters, 
and to place the conduft of the mob in the moft &- 
vourable light, p. 7 2, u a gratuitous aflertion, with- 
" out even the pretence of evidence." " What evi- 
c ?.dence," he fays, p.. 74, " has Dr- Prieftley &> 
" produce, that they have not done fo," viz. beea 
the firft to preach moderation. , 

That Mr. Madan preached a very proper fer- 
ipon after the riot, I have been informed- It was 
becoming him as a chriftian minifies But th* 
was not the cafe with Mr. Curtis. One of his con- 
ftant hearers was fo much offended at a difcourfe 
of his, delivered about the fame, time, that he 'de- 
clared that ' f if he had been influenced " by it, he 
" muft have been a ruffian." 

Among 
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Among other inftances of bigotry, and ptobabljf 
that of fome of the clergy at Birmingham, I have 
been informed that a brick, taken as hot as it 
could be well handled from the ruins of the ncvf 
mecting-houfe, was carefully packed up, and lent 
to the author of feveral works, which fufficiently 
difcover his high-church principles, and that on 
a paper which accompanied it, was the word 
AAHAOZ, which, being in Greek, muft have been 
written by a icholar, and therefore probably a 
clergyman of the place, I was further informed^ 
that he was advifed to fend this brick to the 
archbifhop of Canterbury* Whether he did fo 
or not, I have not heard. Thus have the bigots 
exulted in the fuccefs of their enterprife* But the 
ruins of that building will plead againft them with 
much more energy than all the fermons that could 
ever have been delivered in it, had it been left 
Handing. 

I had obferved that the clergy fhould have offered 
us the ufe of their churches till our meeting-houfes 
could have been rebuilt. On this Mr. Burn fays, 
pr 75, 76, " The offer of die churches to the Dif- 
" fenters muft have come after my letter to the in- 
" habitants of Birmingham, and muft have been 
" offered as a comperifation for injuries done to the 
" Diffenters, whom they were confeious they never 
" injured." It cannot be denied, however, that 

we, 
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*Wc were injured, and no doubt by churchmen ; for 
they were not Diffenters who demolifhed the meet- 
ing-houfes. And where would have been the im- 
propriety of fome members of the eftablifhment 
repairing the injuries done to us by others ? Would 
this have been any confeflion of their guilt ? This is 
curious reafoning, indeed. However, the meet- 
ing-houfes had been in ruins a week before my letter 
reached Birmingham. Had the idea then occurred 
to any member of the eftablifhment? At that time 
I was far enough from having the leaft idea of any 
of the clergy promoting the riot, and therefore could 
not mean that they fhould do any thing as a com- 
penfation for injuries which they had done to us> 
and their compliance with my propofal would have! 
tended more to exculpate them from any approba- 
tion of the riot than any thing elfe that could have 
been devifed. That I had no very bad opinion of 
the clergy of Birmingham at the time of the riot* 
will be evident from a letter which I wrote, to be ad- 
dreflcd to them the day after that to the inhabitants 
in general. I was, however, difluaded by my friends 
from fending it to the printer, they being of opinion 
that it would not anfwer any good purpofe : but I 
/hall affert it in my Appendix, No. VIL 
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SECTION IX. 

Observations on the Proceedings in the Courts of Juds± 
cature on Occqfion of the Riot. 

NOTHING, perhaps, fhews a more 
general approbation of the riot, though the ap- 
provers were by no medns the majority of the 
church people, than what paffed relating to the 
trials which followed. Every poffible difficulty was 
thrown in the way of procuring evidence againft the 
rioters, and every thing was done to fcreen them 
from punifhment. Alfo, all that men could do was 
done to prevent the fufferers from receiving the poor 
compenfation which the law provided for them. It 
argued fome confeioufnefs of guilt, that it was con-* 
fidered as a great point gained by the High Church 
party when the Houfe of Commons refufed to make 
any inquiry into the caufe of the riot, and when the 
miniftry gave no encouragement to the profecution 
of the magiftrates, and other promoters of the riot. 
What have innocent perfons to dread from the con- 
fequences of inquiry into their condudt? Let the 
reader attend to the following fafts, and draw his 
own inferences from them. 

A fubfeription was made'to defray the expence of 
defending the rioters at the affizes. A letter was 
drawn up by fome of the clergy of Birmingham, 
addreffed to the judges on the circuit, begging them 

to 
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to make a diftin&ion between thofe of the rioters 
whofe objedt was mere plunder, and thofe who 
afted from a pure but blind motive to ferve their 
Church and King. One of the clergy, who men- 
tioned this, faid he admired the letter, and had 
figned it himfelf. Whether it was owing to this 
meafure, or others of a fimilar tendency, it is a fa6t, 
that no perfons have yet been punilhed merely for 
being concerned in the riot, but becaufe they were 
the pefts of fociety on other accounts. Conse- 
quently, nothing has been done to deter others from 
committing a riot on the fame account. 

Much pains were taken to make Mr. Job Harvey, 
the evidence againft Hands, or Hammond, (who was 
condemned for firing the houfe of Mr. Ryland) fay 
fomething favourable concerning him when he was 
re-examined before Mr. Bond; and though all that 
he could fay was, that he had heard fome of % the 
perfons prefent fay, that he was pulling up the 
boards to let the rioters out from below, and his 
own proper evidence did not go fo far, Hands was 
pardoned. Such were not the proceedings with 
refpeft to the riot in London. 

Shuker, who had been condemned for firing Mr. 
Ryland's houfe, abufed J. Elwall, who had been one 
of the witnefies againft him, in a fhocking manner, 
ftriking him on the head with his cryer's bell, demo- 
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lifhing his fruit-ftall, &c. &c. by which he loft mor€f 
than fifty Ihillings. When he applied for redrefs to 
Dr. Spencer and Mr. Carles, it was a long time be- 
fore they would take his evidence, on the pretence of 
his not being able to produce a good charafter. 
When this was done, in the moft fatisfa&ory manner* 
the jufticcs ftill would not fign any warrant againft 
Shuker, but contented themfelves with admonifhing ' 
him not to infult Elwall any more, on which Shuker 
behaved in the moft infblent manner,, and continued 
to threaten him. 

The fame Elwall was alfo grofsly infulted by one 
Davis, and others, on account of his evidence; being 
burned in effigy before his own door, and his fa- 
mily kept in a ftate of alarm feveral nights together ; 
and he was not able to get any warrant from Mr. 
Carles, to whom he applied for protedtion. He 
alfo applied,, but in vain, to Dr, Spencer,, after 
Davis had threatened to murder him in a fortnight's 
time. 

Though there is an ad of parliament ta indemnify - 
thofe who fuffer by riots, and though on other occa- 
fions it has been fo confirmed as to afford real relief, 
fuch was the fpirk that adluated our enemies, and fo 
fuccefsfully did they exert themfelves, that it has 
been ineffeftual in our cafe. The law was the very 
fame with refpeft to us and the Catholics in 1780; 
but the ifiue of the trials was very different. All 

the 
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the fufferers in London obtained ample redrefs, and 
the rioters were rigoroufly punifhed. Money was 
even iflued from the treafury for die relief of the fuf- 
ferers immediately, and long before ,they coulcj have 
received any in the ufual courfe of juftice. 

In the very fame year in which the riot was at 
Birmingham, there was another at Sheffield, and 
Mr. Wilkinfon, a clergyman, was a confiderable 
fufferer. But at the fame aflizes in which we met 
with every difficulty that could be thrown in the way 
of our claims, and confequently received a very uk 
adequate compenfation, Mr. Wilkinfon recovered 
the whole of his lofs, and had even more offered 
him than he chofe to accept; being, as he thought, 
more than the real amount of his lofs. In his cafe, 
the hundred made no oppofition to his claim, while 
in our cafe nothing was fpared to defeat our appli- 
cation for redrefs, 

Juftice and equity evidently require that lofles by 
riots fhould be moft amply made good, becaufe 
double and treble recompence in a pecuniary way. 
cannot indemnify the fufferers; and becaufe the 
great obje£t of all ciyiL government is prote&jon 
from lawlefs violence. It was, no doubt, the inten- 
tion of the law-makers to give ample compenfa- 
tion; but the aft of parliament admitted of mucfy 
latitude of interpretation, and in its literal contrac- 
tion was not calculated to give us relief When 
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this was perceived, nothing was more reafonablc 
than that the' country at large fhould be taxed to 
fupply the deficiency, and the inhabitants of the 
place, which had been difgraced by the riot, fhould 
have promoted an application to the legiflature for 
our farther relief. But fo far was this from being 
the cafe,' that a committee was appointed by the 
hundred in which the riots took place, for the pur- 
pofe of defending themfelves againft our claims; 
and they executed their truft fo efFeftually, that they 
even put the hundred to confiderable expence to do 
it. It is even fuppofed that, notwithftanding their 
fuccefs in this pieafure, by which they reduced bur 
claims between one fourth and one third, the hun- 
dred will have little, if at all, lefs to pay than if our 
claims had been allowed in their full extent, and 
no oppofition had been made to them., 

I fhall take this opportunity to ftate my own 
cafe, which was fimilar to that of all my fellow- 
fufferers. 

My own wifh, which I exprefied to my friends, 
was to employ no lawyer in my caufe, but Am- 
ply to carry into the court a ftatement of what, 
to the beft of my recolle&ion, I. had loft in the 
riot, and leave the country to make me whatever 
compenfation they fhould think proper. In this 
method, however, I was told that it would be im- 
poffible for me to receive any compenfation at all. 

I therefore 
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I therefore confented to do what the other fufferers 
tiid upon the occafion, getting eftimates of what I 
iiad loft by fworn appraifers, and other competent 
judges of the different articles; and the difficulty and 
irkfomenefs of doing this, efpecially in the multi- 
plicity of articles in my particular cafe, my own re- 
colle&ion being uncommonly imperfeft, is not to be 
defcribed; without confidering the time which it 
took up, which no ftranger to the bufinefs will rea- 
dily believe. 

To fave fome time, trouble, and expence, I 
propofed to the Committee who afted for the 
hundred, by a clergyman, and a particular friend 
of mine, who was well acquainted with feveral 
of them, to requeft that appraifers on their fide 
might meet appraifers on mine in London, and 
agree on the amount of the loft. But this reafon- 
able requeft was refufed. I, however, repeated it in 
as refpeftful a letter as I could write to the Com- 
mittee a little before the trial, but with no better 
foccefs; though in that letter I mentioned my for- 
mer application, and allured them that all die ap- 
praifers had been inftrufted by me, as they would 
all bear witnefs, to charge too litde, rather than 
too much, for every article; but that I would wit 
lingly abide by the opinion of their own appraifers. 
I alfo mentioned my original wifh, to have employed 
no lawyer to plead for me, and my having declined 
to avail myfelf of the fervice of Mr* Erfkine, or any 

G 4 other 
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other able counfel that I fhould choofe, which my 
friends propofed to be at the expence of •, and that I 
fhould content myfelf with fvich counfel as the 
pther fufferers would employ, and which ufu dly at- 
tended that circuit. The judge, apprehenfive of 
fome difturbance on account of my caufe, expreffed 
his with that it might be fettled by arbitration. To 
this propofal I immediately fignified my hearty con- 
fent, and my willjngnefs to abide by the decifion of 
the foreman of the jury, though a high churchman, 
2nd a perfon with whom I had no acquaintance. 
The judge, I was informed, was pleafed with this, 
but it was not accepted by the oppofite party. Con- 
fequently the caufe took its regular courfe. 

My books were eftimated at 43 2I. 15s. 6d. my 
philofophical apparatus at 605I. 17s. my manufcripts 
at 370}. 15 s. and my houfehold goods, including 
whatever could be appraifed by a common ap* 
praifer in my library and laboratory, as (helves, 
&c. &c. &c. 12771. 6s. The whole was *6861. 
13s. 6d. But this was far from being the whole of 
my lofs, or of the indemnification that I was entitled 
to receive* on the idea of being replaced as I had 
been before on the fame fpot, which, in equity, 
ought to have been the rule of proceeding in the 
cafcw 

;, Nothing was. charged for the carriage and pack- 
age of fiich things as could only have been pro- 
Si cured 

», • . .1 
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cured from London, or other diftant places ; which 
in my cafe could not have been lefs than 40I ; no- 
thing for damage to books not materially mutilated, 
or injured, but which will make the books that were 
prefer ved (about 2000) of lefs value, if ever they be 
fold, by, I fhould fuppofe, 50L Nothing was charged 
for the recovery of goods c^ifperfed by the rioters, 
which, to myfelf or my friends, could not, I think, 
have been lefs than 40I. Noshing was charged for 
pamphlet 5 y which I think muft have been worth 10L 
While I was at Warwick I recollefted articles in 
my laboratory, not mentioned in the inventory, worth 
about 20I. Now that I am refuming my experi- 
jnentSj I recolleft many others as I find the want of 
them, and I expeft to do fo for fome time to come. 
The amount of thefe I ihould conje&ure to be about 
20I. more. The leafe of my houfe, which had 
rifen much in value after I took it, was worth at the 
leaft iool. If to this be added the expence attend- 
ing my flight from Birmingham, my removal to 
London with my family, and the carriage of the 
goods I recovered, which would neceffarily attend 
my fettlement in a place fo diftant as London, 
which can hardly be eftimated at lefs than iool. the 
amount of the articles not charged in my eflimate, 
will be 3 Sol. and will make my whole, lofs to be 
3066I. 13s. 6d. 

In this eftimate nothing was charged for my 
MSS. more than the money that would have been 

given 
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| given for them by a bookfeUer in cafe of my death. 

My fermons, for inftance, were only charged half 
a guinea apiece, though the fermons of a living 
preacher ought, in equity, to be charged much 
higher.* For I would obferve on this occafion, that 
becaufe the law can give no recompence for any in- 
juries befides money* money is often given when the 
damage is by no means of a pecuniary nature ; and 
there can be no reafon why this fhould not have been 
, done in my cafe. 

When we were at Warwick, and found we had 
to encounter the moft determined oppofition of our 
enemies, who came prepared to litigate every arti- 
cle, and that the law itfel£ rigoroufly interpreted, 
as it would be, was not calculated to redrefs our 
wrongs, we a U reduced our claims much below our 
firft eftimates *. Mine, including that for my houfe, 
which I had on leafe, (eftimated together with the 
lofs of rent,appraifements, &c. &c. at 1426I. 3s. 3d. 
and which, though not properly mine, was by the 
lilies of law claimed in my name) was reduced 
from 449 2I. 16s. 9<3. to 4112I. 16s. 9d.; and the 
verdidl I obtained was 2502I. i8s.j of which I 
could not do better than allow my landlord 1000I. 
befides giving up my leafe. Confequently, I was, 

* Previous to this I had employed a perfon in Birmingham to eltf- 
mate the houfehold goods 5 and his eftimate, which was coniiderably 
fewer than that of the London appraifersj was brought into Court. 

exclufi/ely 
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cxclufively of cofts, really a lofer, notwithftanding 
the* verdift in my favour, 1563L 15s. 6d. 

The amount of my law expences at Birmingham, 
Warwick, and London, though the eftimate of my 
books and inftruments was made by perfoijs who 
charged nothing for their trouble, was very near 
850I. while the cofts allowed was only 493I. fo that in 
this article my lofs was 357I. which makes the whole 
amount of my pecuniary lofs to be 1920I. 15s, 6d. 
befides being driven into a lefs pleafing and much 
more expenfive fituation than I was in before. In 
this country then, the government of which is fa 
much boafted of, it has not been my fate to receive 
either proteftion, or redrefs, and all my fellow- 
fufferers may fay the fame. ' 

We do not complain of the intention of the Jaw, 
or of the difpofition of the judges, but of the un- 
abated malice of our enemies, and the influence they 
had on the country in general. They fpared no 
means to prevent our having any redrefs, and our 
fufferings were fo far from fbftening them, and ex- 
citing any degree of compaflion, that the greatefl; 
fufferers were expofed to the greatefl: infults. I 
hardly know an inftance of any men deferving bet- 
ter of any town than Mr. Ruflell and Mr. Hutton, 
men of the mod difinterefted public fpirit, and in- 
defatigable in public bufinefsi and yet they were 
5 the 
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the perfons on whom the extreme of malice and 
grofs abufe chiefly fell. But fuch, in all ages, and 
in all countries, has been the fate of great and ac- 
tive worth. 

There was fomething particularly, and moft un- 
reafonably hard in the cafe of Mr. Hutton. Mr. 
Ruffell and myfelf were become obnoxious on ac- 
count of our religious principles, and therefore, in 
the eye of bigotry, received only the due reward of 
our deeds ; but, in this refpeft, Mr. Hutton had done 
nothing amifs. He fuffered the extreme of injuftice 
himfelf, for nothing but his unwearied endeavour 
to procure juftice fpr others. 

For the beft ufe of great talents for public bufi- 
nefs, and of a higher kijad than Mr. Hutton at- 
tended to, I have not yet known any man fuperior 
to Mr. Ruffell, hardly any that, in all refpedts, I 
think to be his equal; and the malice of his ene- 
mies is in full proportion to his talents and his 
virtues. With refped to damages in the court, h^ 
fame off better than Mr. Hutton, 

To return to this fubjeft, our adverfaries not 
content with the counfel that ufually attended the 
circuit, at a great expence employed Mr. Hardinge, 
the Queen's folicitor, who to ferve them negleded his 
chjty as a judge on the Welch circuit, and who fpared 

nothing 
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nothing to inflame the court and the jury againft us? 
quoting not only in my caufe, but in thofe of the 
other fufferers, paffages from my writings calculated 
to reprefent me as the peft of fociety, and unworthy 
of protection or of recompence. The firft judge, 
Baron Thompfon, endeavoured in vain to check 
his violence, and therefore Baron Eyre, it is thought, 
came down on purpofe; but though he did it in 
the caufes of the other fufferers, when my own 
caufe came before the court he was permitted to 
declaim againft me and my writings (of which 
he appeared to know nothing more than the ex- 
trafts with which he had been furnifhed for the pur- 
pofe of his abufe) without any reftraint, though 
there was nothing properly before the court but the 
eftimate of damages occafioned by the riot ; and 
if I had been guilty of fedition, I ought to have 
been accufed as fuch, and fuffered the penalty of 
tfre law. 

The legal proof of the articles of my lofi was 
peculiarly difficult, from the nature and multiplicity 
of them ; nothing of the kind having ever, as I 
"believe, come before a court of judicature before. 
It was deemed neceflfary that I fhould prove ljiy 
haying been in poffeffion of more than a thopfand 
different articles, and at the time of the riot One 
friend or other could have attefted my having had ' 
moll of the inftruments, though not the chymical, 

fubftances; 
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fubftances; but it was neceffary they fhould all be 
prefent in court. Their certificates in writing (and 
for this purpofe I came provided with them, in the 
hand-writing of Dr. Heberden and others, who at 
different times had made me prefents of them) were 
rejected as no legal evidence ; and when a number of 
articles in my laboratory were claffed together, the op- 
polite counfel diverted themfelves and the court, ex- 
pofing their own ignorance, juft as fo many Goths 
and Vandals would have done. My own leading coun- 
fel was as little qualified to defend me, being equally 
ignorant of philofophy, and declaring in court that 
he had not read any of my theological or political 
writings. 

The judge, though no chymift, was willing to 
make allowance for the Angular difficulty in my 
caufe, as both the catalogue of my books, and the 
index of fubftances in the laboratory, were deftroyed, 
together with the books and inftruments ; and had 
any regard been paid to his opinion, confiderably 
more would have been awarded me. On \yhat 
principle the jury proceeded is beft known to them- 
felves, but I believe that very little was allowed for 
my. books, becaufe many of them were deftroyed 
in another hundred, whither they had been conveyed 
by my friends, though the deftru&ion began at my 
own houfe, and they did not fay what claim I had 

on the other hundred. 

In 
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In general I thought the judge impartial in fum- 
ttiing up the evidence * but in fome refpe&fc, confi* 
dering the manifeft difpofition of the jury, it tended 
to give too much colour to their injuftice. The 
Catalogue of my library being deftroyed, together 
with the library itfel£ I could only make out a lift 
of the books that were wanting from my own recol- 
lection of them, my friends not being able to atteil 
their knowledge of more than a few of them, iuch 
as they had occafionally feen or borrowed, though the 
number of the books loft Was fuffidently afcertained. 
" This enumeration," faid the judge, fC coming 
u from the plaintiff himfelf, and not proved by any 
fC witnefS, I was bound to reje& evidence of that 
rt kind, and could not fuffer it to be received." 
Mr. Payne, my witnefs, had fct a value upon 440 
other volumes, which were proved to be miffing 
(though I could not myfelf pretend to recoiled 
what they were) by fuppofing them to be of the 
fame value, one with another, with books of the 
fame fize in what remained of the library. This* 
the judge faid, was " no meafure of value at all, as 
it was impoflible fo to eftimate books 5 and there- 
fore he found himfelf bound to rejeft that evi- 
t€ dence;" adding, however, that " as the plaintiff 
<c could not have been fuppofed to have colle&ed 
cc tralh, the jury might, if they thought proper > make 
" fome addition to the fum, upon the ground of da- 
cc mage to the library." But, difpofed as they evi- 
dently were, they were fure to allow nothing on this 

account, 
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- I have heard of a judge deciding very differently 

in a cafe not much unlike this of mine. A boy ' 

had been robbed of a feal which had contained fome 
precious ftone, of the nature and value of which the 
boy himfelf was wholly ignorarit, being only able to 
produce the focket in which it had been fet. The 
judge, however, obferved, that the cafe fhould be : 

interpreted in damnum fraudatoris ; and he cjire&ed , 
that the boy fhould receive the value of the fineft 
diamond that would fill that focket, becaufe the 
ftone might have been of that value. 

Mr. Hardinge alio (whofe virulent declamation 
the judge himfelf obferved might, for any thing 
that appeared in court, be mere calumny) fhould 
not have been fuffered to proceed as he did, fince 
it could, only tend to prejudice the minds of the 
jury againft me, and indifpofe them to do jufticc. 
His abufe of rpe was exa&ly fimilar to that of Mr. 
Wcdderburn's (now Lord Loughborough) on Dr. 
Franklin at the privy council, when the caufe be- 
forp the court related to the condu6t of the gover- 
nor of the province. It was a day of great triumph 
for the court party. . But had they any reafon tp 
exult in it ten years from that time ? As little rea- 
son may the . Church and King party in this country 
^haye to exult in the riot at Birmingham, ami 
the affizes at Warwick, ten years from that 
'event, 

I was 
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I Was prcfent at that memorable abufe of Dr. 
frranklinj being accompanied to the privy council 
by Mr. Burke: he fmiledjand fliook me by the hand, 
as he went out of the room; and the next morning 
he obferved to me, that the things for which he 
had been fo grofsfy infulted were* he believedj 
among the beft adHons of his life, and fuch as he 
fhould do again in the fame ci re um fiances. I can 
truly fay the fame with refpeft to every thing that 
has been molt virulently urged againft me. 

On the whole, it is evident that* by whatever rule 
the jury at Warwick went, they allowed me little or 
nothing foi* my books, philofophical inftruments, or 
jranufcripts* as the fum that was awarded me would 
do little more than te-furnifli the houfe as it wds 
before. They refufed to fay what they allowed for 
the feparate articles of my lofs, except on account 
of the boufe, which I was under obligation to rebuild 
For this, which was not mine, it was thought by 
fome that the allowance was ample enough, being 
957I. 18s* 

* 

This detail I thought rteceffary to go Into, in on 
der to explain die confequences of the riot, and the 
(late of our laws, and of the aftual adminiftration 
of them in my cafe, that thofe who think it a pros- 
per objeft may provide a more effectual remedy for 
a fimilar evil in future tinje. 

H Imuft 
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I muft add, that though the mifchief was done 
more than a year ago, I have not yet (Nov. 1, 
1792) received any part of the compenfation awarded 
me, and yet I have been obliged to advance the 
whole cxpence of the law-fuit ; fo that, if any 
allowance be made for the intereft of money, my 
pecuniary lofs will be confiderabiy greater than I 
have ftated it to be. If I had not been aflifted 
by my friends, I could not have profecuted my 
right at all, and therefore muft have gone with- 
out any redrefs. And IB much trouble and expence 
have attended this bufinefs, that in cafe of any other 
misfortune of the fame kind (from which I am 
far from confidering # myfelf as exempt) my pre- 
fcnt determination is to fit down with the lofe, 
and not to trouble the country on the fubjeft. 
The law, as now adminiftered, may do all very well 
for churchmen, but I have found by experience that 
it is not calculated to prote6t Diffenters, as fuch, 
or to procure a redrefs of the wrongs done to 
them. 
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SECTION X. 

Of the Jpprohation of the Riot, and the Extent of 
High Church Principles, which vjere the Caufe of 
it, in other Parts of the Kingdom. 

HP 

i H E ipirit of party, intimately conne&ed 

with the approbation of the riot in Birmingham, is 
even now far from being confined to that town pr 
neighbourhood, efpecially among the clergy. One 
of the tnoft fpeaking and curious inftances of this is 
the following. A clergyman, diftinguiftied by his 
writings, requefted another clergyman, who was 
going to Birmingham, to procure him a quantity of 
afhes from the ruins of the meeting in which I had 
preached; and the requeft was complied with. 
"What an excellent Protejlant Dominic would this 
clergyman make ! 

So far were the clergy from being moved to any 
thing like compaffion by what I had fufFered in the 
riot, that immediately after this their calumnies were 
doubled, , and their cries for farther vengeance upon 
me became louder than even An inftance of this 
is an extraft from the Shrewfbury Chronicle, figned 
OTAEI2 AETTEPOS, which may be feen in the Ap- 
pendix, No. VIII. 
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This virulent paper was, however, very abfy an- 
fwered by a perfon whofe (ignature was An enemy to 
intolerance and perfecution> though he avowed reli- 
gious fentiments very different from mine. 

Mr. Burn feems to doubt the truth of what I faid 
of a clergyman calling our fuflferings in an Affize 
fermon wbolefome feverity. c< Had he," he fays, p. 7 j, 
been a Birmingham clergyman, , we have no 
doubt his name would have appeared." I do not 
fee why T fliould be more backward, or more ready* 
to mention his name on this account But the fer- 
mon is now publifhed, though without the name of 
the author, which was Allen, who refides at or near 
Illford. The cxpreflion in the fermon as now printed 
is not the very lame that was reported, but to the 
feme purport. He was, however, property repri- 
manded for what he delivered by the judge and th£ 
counfel afterwards* 

That the fame fpirit which prompted the riot in 
Birmingham pervaded very diftant parts of the 
country, the following is a curious inftance. Dur- 
ing the riot at Birmingham fome officers were 
in converfation at Dulot's library at Brighthelm- 
ftone, when one of them was overheard to fay (on 
its being fuggeftfcd that it was probable his re- 
giment would be fent to Birmingham to quell the 
rioters) that he hoped if his men were fent thither * 

that 
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that they would not hurt a hair of any of the rioters 
heads. 

Another officer (fuppofed to be of the guards) 
was heard to declare at Crawford's library at Bright* 
helmftone, that it was to be lamented that Dr. 
Prieftley had efcaped ; and that, if he had been at 
Birmingham, he would have gone through the fire, 
at the hazard of lofing a limb y but that the Doftor 
ihould have loft his life. I am perfiiaded, however, 
that the difpofition of thofe particular perfons is far 
from being that of the generality of Britifh officers; 
they have, I truft, better notions of the BritUh con- 
ftitution, and of that Britifh liberty which they are 
appointed to defend* 

The idea that was generally, and moft afliduoufly, 
propagated concerning me, and the tendency of 
my writings, by thofe of whom the beft that can be 
faid is, that they knew nothing of either, may be 
conceived from an epitaph that was written for me, 
as was fuppofed* by fome perfon at Exeter, and 
which, for the amufement of my readers, I fhali in* 
fert in the Appendix, No. IX. 

The perfon who tranfmitted this curious piece to 
a friend of mine adds, " The virulence of the above 
u is nearly equalled* if not fiirpafled, by what I 
." have been informed are the fentiments very fre- 
" quently uttered by the diffipated and the profane 

H 3 <c bigots 
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** bigots of Briftol, and in all parts of the king- 
" dom, viz. for the firft fcntiment at table, Damna- 
<c Hon to Br. Priejlley, and fuccefs to the Birmingham 
< c mob, or Damnation to Dr, Prie/lky, and dejfiruStion 
to his writings" * 



(C 



Hereafter it will perhaps not be believed that 
flich barefaced mifreprefentation and calumny, fb 
entirely void of all foundation, could be publifhed 
in a country in which the means of better informa- 
tion almoft obtrudes itfelf. Such pains, however, 
has been taken to reprefent me as an infidel with re- 
Ipeft to religion, and a moft peftilent member of 
fociety, that I doubt not a great majority of the 
people of this country aftually confider me in that 
light, the avowed enemy of God and man. But this 
will not be thought extraordinary when it is confi- 
der^d how great a proportion of the information of 
Englishmen is derived from the public newfpapers, 
and how many of them have abounded with para- 
graphs exhibiting me in this light from fome time be- 
fore the riot, and to this day. I am tempted to give a 
fpecimen of this which fell into my hands by acci- 
dent, and I prefume it is only of a piece with hun- 
dreds of others y but I referve it for the Appendix^ 
No. X, 

That fome perfons muft make it the intereft of 
the proprietors of the newfpapers to procure, and 
iflfertj fuch articles might be concluded a priori. 
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But an acquaintance of mine, being defired to fettle 
a difference between two of thefe proprietors, faw a 
lift of names of perfons to be abufed, and among 
them was mine. Of what clafs of newfpapers this 
was I need not fay. 

Such an unfair advantage, taken to prejudice the 
minds of the people againfl particular perfons or 
parties, is a circumftance that calls loudly for public 
inquiry, and punifhment, by the reprefentatives of 
the nation, who ought, as far as poflible, to provide 
for the prote&ion of the character, as well as the 
property, of every individual of the fociety. 

The latter part of this paper relates to an impu- 
dent fallhood that has been much circulated, though 
it refle&s difgrace upon the late Dr. Johnfon, and 
not upon me, viz. that when I was at Oxford, he 
left a company on my being introduced to it. In 
fadt, we never were at Oxford at the fame time, and 
the only interview I ever had with him was at Mr. 
Paradife's, where we dined together at his own re- 
queft. He was particularly civil to me, and pro- 
mifed to call upon me the next time he fliould go 
through Birmingham. He behaved with the fame 
civility to Dr. Price, when they fupped together at 
Dr. Adams's, at Oxford. Several circumftances 
ihew that Dr. Johnfon had not fo much of bigotry 
at the decline of life, as had diftinguifhed him be- 
fore, on which account it is well known to all our 
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common acquaintance, that I declined all their pre0V 
jng felicitations to be introduced to Jiim. It were 
to be wilhed that the church of England would re- 
ferable Dr. Johnfon in growing milder and more 
tolerant in its old age; but, on- the contrary, like 
moft other aged perfons, fhe feems \o grow more 
peevifh and obftinate, 

I do not know, howeyer, whether, on the whole, 
the general |>reyalence of the High Church party in 
this country is more clearly manifefted than by its 
having pervaded foeietics of pbilofopbers, with whom^ 
\n that capacity, I certainly did not itand ill, 

. . I observed in my Afpealy that the only fociety, 
not profefiedly formed on the principle of civil or 
religious liberty* tljat had addreffed me on qccafion 
of the riot, was the philosophical fociety at Derby, 
whole Addrefs I inferted in my Appendix. It ftill 
{lands a fingle inftance of the kind, Mr. Rofe, a 
plergyman, and niember of that fociety, was, how- 
ever, fo much offended at it, that, without the 
knowledge of the fociety, he published an account 
of the manner in which it l^d been done, calculated 
to defeat the effect of it. The other members of 
that fociety had the fpirit to refect it properly, and 
to exclude him from the fociety, I fhalL infert his 
jidvertifement, and the Anfwer of the fo<;iety> in my 
/Lppendix^ No. XL and XII, 
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The philosophical fociety at Manchcfter had not 
(the fame liberality. Though they had not only done 
me the honour to make me one of their mem- 
bers, but had prefented me with fifty pounds to 
affift me in defraying the expence of my experi- 
ments j yet when it was propofed to addrefs me 011 
jthe deftru&ion of my laboratory, and it was pro- 
pofed that nothing lhould be contained in the Ad* 
drefs that lhould imply any approbation of my civil 
or religious principles, the motion was negatived by 
£ confiderable majority. 

One of the reafons alledged at Mancheftcr againft 
the propofed Addrefs was, that qone had been lent 
to me from the Royal Society. Many perfons have 
expreffed their furprife that I had no\letter of con- 
dolence, qr even pecuniary afliftance, from that bo- 
dy, to which I hope I have been no dilgrace. I 
have even been % infulted by the High Church party 
on this account f Had it been a clergyman of the 
church of England who had been a member of thai 
body, apd whofe laboratory had been deftroyed by 
rioters ? whether his labours had contributed any 
thing or nothing to the ftock of philofophical know- 
ledge, his cafe, I doubt not, would haye been confi- 
dered by the opulent ipembers of the fociety, or the 
patron of it, But I was too well acquainted with 
the political principle? of that fociety to expeft any 
thing of the kind in my favour. Had I been a fe- 
(rond Newton, aqd what J am, and cannot help be- 
ing, 
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ing in other refpe&s, viz. an Unitarian Difienter, my 
expe (Stations from that quarter would not have been 
higher. 

. I had fufficient evidence of this in the rejection of 
Mr. Cooper, though originally recommended by 
Mr. Kirwan, Dr. Crawford, Mr. Watfon, and Mr. 
Watt, as well as myfelf. As Mr. Cooper's general 
abilities appear by his publications to be of the 
hi^heft order *, and his acquaintance with philofophy 
and chemiftry was well known, it was evident that 
his reje&ion could not have been owing to any 
thin<* but his religious or political principles, with 
which a philofophical fociety had no concern. So 
confident was I of the merit of Mr. Cooper, and of 
the fufficiency of his recommendation, not by gentle- 
men members, but by fcientifical perfons, that I had 
not entertained the leaft doubt of his eledtion, and. 
was never more furprifcd than when I heard that it 
did not take place. 

Thinking that a philofophical fociety might, on 
reconsideration, repent of having rejedted a man 
fo recommended to them, Mr. Cooper's friends 
thought it right to propofe him a fecond time ; and 
to the former fignatures of his certificate the follow- 
ing were added, viz. Mr. Boulton, Mr. Wedge- 
wood, and Sir G. Staunton; and as it had been 

* See his volume cfTraflsi his Efays m the Memoirs of the 
Manchf fter Philofophical and Literary Society 5 and his Reply to 
Mr* Burke's ln<ve8ive* . 

objected 
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obje&cd before, that the members of the fociety in 
Manchefter, where he refided, had not figned his 
certificate, they now all joined in it, viz. Mr. Bay- 
ley, Dr. Percival, Dr. White, and Mr. Henry. 
Notwithftanding thefe additional fignatures, when 
the day of balloting came, he was rejefted by £ 
much greater majority than before. 

The ten who figned Mr. Cooper's certificate 
(without arrogating any thing to myfelf, who firft 
propofed it to him) are unqueftionably among the 
firft in the lift of members for reputation as philo- 
phers ; and if about as many more were added to 
them, v the reft are, I do not fay improper members* 
but fuch as the philofophical part of the world has 
not yet heard much of. When this is confidered, 
and that Mr. Keir, and other truly efFe&ive and dif- 
tinguifhed members of the fociety, would have 
figned Mr, Cooper's certificate if they could have 
faid, that they had perfonal knowledge of him (which 
the rules of the fociety require) I do not feel my- 
felf difgraced for having recommended him ? nor 
does he for being reje&ed, 

It has fince been obje&ed to Mr. Cooper, that he 
is concerned in a manufactory ; but when he was 
firft propofed, his profeffion was that of a barriftcr at 
law, though his purfuits were then chiefly literary and 
philofophical Having fufficient leifure, his know- 
ledge of chemiftry induced him to join in a bleaching 

manufadoty 
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manufa&ory on the new principles. On the whole, I 
cannot help confidering the rejection of Mr. Cooper, 
recommended as he was, by the Royal Society as a 
moft decifive proof of the influence of High Church 
principles in this country on a body of men who 
might be expedted to be the moft liberal. Mr* 
Cooper, though originally educated at Oxford, now 
clafles with Unitarian Diflenters,: he has given noble 
proofs of his public principles, and his public fpiritj 
and he has been ftigmatized by Mr. Burke. 

It were to be wifhed that the Royal Society 
would make fome more explicit declaration of the 
proper qualifications of their members. Some time 
ago an excellent naturalift, Mr* Rafpe, was expelled 
for breaking the eighth commandment, of which it 
was not known before that the members of the Royal 
Society were the guardians. This would not* how- 
ever, have been perhaps fo much amifs, if the fa£t had 
been proved : but the expulfion had too much the ap- 
pearance of a royal mandate. Who can tell but 
that other merpbers may be propofed to be expelled 
for breaking the feventh, or even the tenth com- 
mandment ? Mr, Cooper's moral character, how- 
ever, is irreproachable; fo that his difqualification 
muft be of another kind. At leaft he cannot be 
charged with 3 breach of the firft commandment. 

In thefe remark$ on the Royal Society I mean 
jk> reflection on any particular member, and leaft of 

all 
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all on the prefident, who in feveral important re- 
Ipefts fills his ftation in a manner highly honpurable 
to the fociety and to himfelf. This is an opinion 
that I always maintained, when feveral of my parti- 
cular friends thought differcndy. If the fociety 
muft be both philofophical and royal, I do not know 
where we could find a more proper prefident. 

I am happy to be able, by the afliftance of my 
friends, to have in fome meafure replaced my ap- 
paratus, and I am now refuming my experiments, 
I have, indeed, loft more than a whole year, be- 
fides, in .fome refpefts, the refult of the labour of 
feveral years ; but while I live, I fhall continue my 
experiments as I have formerly done -, and if any 
thing worth the notice of the public fliould occur to 
me, I lhall communicate it through the channel of 
the Royal Society, provided they will receive my 
papers. I fhall not quarrel with the inftitution on 
account of the prefent adminiftration of its affairs. 
The times ma y ch ange, and that circumftance may 
change with them. 

In this almoft univerfal prevalence of a fpirit_4b 
extremely hoftile to me and my friends, and which 
would be gratified by my deftru&ion, it cannot be 
any matter of furprife, that a fon of mine lhould wilh 
to abandon a country in which his father has been 
ufed as I have been, efpecially when it is considered 

that 
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that this fon was prefent at the riot in Birming- 
ham, exerting himfelf all the dreadful night of the 
14th of July, to fave what he could of my .moft 
valuable property -, that in confequence of this his 
life was in imminent danger, and another young 
man was nearly killed becaufe he was miftaken for 
him. This would probably have been his fate, if 
a friend had not almoft perforce kept him concealed 
fbme days, fo that neither myfelf nor his mother 
knew what was become of him. I had not, how- 
ever, the ambition to court the honour that has 
been fhewn him by the national aflembly of France, 
and even declined the propofal of his naturaliza- 
tion. At the moft, I fuppofed it would have been 
done without any eclat •> and I knew nothing of its 
being done in fo very honourable a way till I faw 
the account in the public newfpapers. To what- 
ever country this fon of mine (hall choofe to attach 
himfelf, I truft that, from the good principles, and 
the fpirit, phat he has hitherto fhewn, he will dif- 
charge the duties of a good citizen. 

As to myfelf, I cannot be fuppofed to feel much 
attachment to a country in which I have neither 
found proce&ion, nor redrefs. But I am too old, 
and my habits too fixed, to remove, as I own I fhould 
otherwife have been difpofed to do, to France, or 
America. The little that I am capable of doing muft 
be in England, where I fhall therefore continue, as 

long 
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4ong as it fhould pleafe the fopreme Difpofer of all 
•things to permit nie *. 

It might haye been thought that, haying written 
So much in defence of revelation, and of Chrif- 
tianity in general, more perhaps than all the clergy 
.of the church of England now living ; this defence 
of a common caufe would have been received as fome 
atoneme/it for my demerits in writing againft civil efta- 
blifliments of Chriflianity, and particular do&rines. 
But had I been an open enemy of all religion, the 
animofity againft me could not have been greater 
than it is. Neither *Mr f Hume nor Mr. Gibbon 
was a thoufandth part fo obnoxious to the clergy as 
I ami fo little refpedt haye my enemies for Chriftia- 
nity itfclf, compared with what they haye for their 
emoluments from it. 

As to my fuppofed hoftility to the principles of 
the civil conftitution of this cpuntry, there has been 
no pretence whatever for charging me with any 
.thing of the kind. Befides that the very catalogue 
of my publications will prove that my life has been 
devoted to literature, and chiefly to natural philo- 
sophy and theology, which haye not left me any 
-tfcifure for fadtipus politics > in the few things that J 

* Since this was written, I bave myfelf, without any felicitation 
on my part -been mi^c 4 citizen of France, and moreover t*e&e4 a 
Member of thepr'elent Conventional Atfcmbly. Thefe,' I Temple not 
to avow. I conuder as the greateft of honours ; though, for t^e reg- 
ions which are now made public, HI have declined accepting the 

H 8 have 
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have written of a political nature, 1 have been aft 
avowed advocate for our mixed government by 
King> Lords, and Commons ; but becaufe I have ob- 
je&ed to the eCclefiaftical part of it, and to par- 
ticular religious tenets, I have been induftriouffy 
feprefented as openly feditious, and endeavouring 
the overthrow of every thing that is fixed, die enemy 
of all Order, and of all government. 

Every publication which bears my name is in fa- 
vour of our prefent form of government. But if 
I had not thought fb highly of it, and had feen rea- 
fon for preferring a more republican fonfl, and 
had openly advanced that opinion j I do not know 
that the propofing to free difcufliort a fyftem of go- 
vernment different from that of England, even to 
Englilhmen, is any crime, according to the exifting 
laws of this country. It has always been thought, 
at leaft, that our conftitution authorifes die free pro- 
pofal, and difcuffion, of all theoretical principles 
whatever, political ones not excepted. And though I 
might now recommend a very different form of go- 
vernment to a people who had no previous preju- 
dicefc or habits, the cafe is very different with re- 
fpeft to one that has ; and it is the duty of every* 
good citizen to maintain that government of anjr 
country which the majority of its inhabitants ap- 
prove, whether he himfelf fhould otherwife prefer if» 
or not. 
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This, however, is all that can in reafon be re- 
quired of any man. To demand more would be as 
abfurd as to oblige every man, by the law of mar- 
riage, to maintain • that his particular wife was ab- 
folutely the handfomeft, and bed tempered v^oman 
in the world ; whereas it is furely fuflicient if a man 
behave well to his wife, and difcharge the duties of 
a good hufband, 

A very great majority of Engliflimen, I am well 
perfuaded, are friends to what are called high max- 
ims of government. They would choofe to have 
the power of the crown rather enlarged than re- 
duced, and would rather fee all the Diflenters ba- 
nifhed than any reformation made in the church» 
A dread of every thing tending to republicanifm is 
manifeftly increafed of late years, and is ■ likely to 
increafe ftill more. The very term is become one 
of the moft opprobrious in the Englifh language. 
The clergy (whofe near alliance with the court, and 
the prefent royal family, after having been almoft a 
century hoftile to them, is a remarkable event in 
the prefent reign) have contributed not a litde to 
that leaning to arbitrary power in the crown which 
has lately been growing upon us. They preach up 
the dodtrines of paffive obedience and non-refiftance 
with as little difguife ks their anceftors did in the 
reigns of the Stuarts, and their adulation 6f the king 
and of the minifter is abjeft in the extreme. Both 
Mr. Madan's fermon and Mr. Burn's reply to my 
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Appeal difcover the fame fpirit j and any fentiment 
in favour of liberty that is at all bold and manly, 
fach as, till of late> was deemed becoming Eng- 
lifhmen, and the difciples of Mr. Locke, is now re- 
probated as feditious. 

In thefe circumftances, it would be nothing lefs 
than madnefs ferioufly to attempt a change in the 
conftitution, and I hope I am not abfolutely infane. 
I fincerely wilh my countrymen, as part of the hu- 
man race (though, I own, I now feel no particular 
attachment to them on any other ground) the un- 
difturbed enjoyment of that form of government 
which they fo evidently approve \ and as I have no 
favour to afk of them, or of their governors, befides 
mere protedtion, as to a ftranger, while I violate no 
known law, and have not this to afk for any long 
term, I hope it will be granted me. If not, I muft, 
like many others, in all ages and all nations, fubmit 
to whatever the fupreme Being, whofe eye is upon 
us all, and who I believe intends, and will in hi* 
own time bring about, the good of all, (hall ap- 
point, and by their means execute. 
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t)EAR SIR, 

I HAVE fomewhere read that to argue 
with a perfon while he is in a paflion, is juft as wife 
as to hold a lanthorn to a blind man. The oppo- 
nents of myfelf and of my patriotic companions, on 
the 14th of July 1791, have evidently been under 
the moft unreafonable phrenfy that ever difgraced 
this nation ; and had we been willing to feed it by 
returning the abufe and calumny that was fo out- 
rageoufly poured upon us, we might have retorted 
long ago. But as our appeal is to the calmer paf* 
(ions, it appeared neceffary to wait till the feafon of 
fury was over, and we could hope that the ftill fmall 
voice of truth would be liftened to. However the 
time for a full reply to Mr. Burn's moft extraordi- 
nary performance is, in my opinion, now come, and 
I fear any farther delay will be an injury to the 
caufe for which we are fuffering. I rejoice there- 
fore to hear that you are preparing a fecond part of 
your Appeal, not doubting but that this infidious 
publication will have a full fhare of your notice, 
fnd be expofed as it deferves. 

1 2 This 
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This leads me, as afriend to fociety, to lament, 
and I do it very fincerely, that any of the clergy 
fhould think abufe of the Diflenters is now the 
road to preferment, and that fo many concurrent 
circumftances fhould almoft compel others to think 
fo too. However, while we pity thofe whofe minds 
are thus debafed, and who qan difgrace the talents 
that they poflefs by fuch an unworthy proftitution, 
the duty we owe to ourfelves and to the commu- 
nity, calls upon us to guard againft the confequences, 
by detecting their mifreprefentations and expofing 
their falfehoods. 

I prefume you will recollect the fatisfa6^on both 
of us received fome years ago when Mr. Burn firft 
met us on the library committee, and I well re- 
member the pleafure you expreffed in the hope that 
he would prove an agreeable acquaintance. Little did 
I then imagine he could prove the virulent enemy 
to us both, which his Reply to your Appeal fhows 
him to be. As to myfelf, though I have very fre- 
quently been in company with him fmce that period, 
I never received, or apprehended, the leaft incivility 
from him before the publication of this laft pamphlet, 
in which I fee with concern and furprife that I am 
made the fubjeft of fome of thofe malevolent far- 
cafms by which the book is diftinguilhcd. I cannot 
therefore but be anxious to engage your notice of 
them, and to have you informed of what I have to 
fay in reply \ and as I am in poffeflion of a variety 

3 of 
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of information relating to the fubjeft of the riots, 
and connefted with his book, I will detail fome of 
it to you, that you may give the public luch part as 
you think worth notice, 

I have often been at a lofs to account for the 
wide extenfion of the extravagant fpirit of -decla- 
mation and outrage upon the occafion under which 
we are fuffering, and am furprifed that Mr. Burn 
fliould fo readily come forward to join in it, becaufe 
I was informed that he thought well of the French 
revolution in the early ftages of it. Surely then he 
fhould have fhewn fome confideration for thofe who 
ftill hold his former opinions, as it is poffible they 
may not have the fame reafons for abandoning them 
which have operated upon him. Much do I wifh 
that he had attended to this, and to his charafter as 
3 minifter of peace, which ought to have prevented 
him from becoming an advocate in a fcene of party 
(Jifcord, and a partisan in a bufinefs which has not 
only interrupted the fafety and harmony of fociety, 
but difgraced the community in which it was tranf- 
a£ted. However, as he has thought fit to become 
the champion of bigotry and the Don Quixote of 
the High Church party, and I think his motives can- 
not be miftaken, I fincerely hope he will not be 
fufFered to triumph in his knight errant expedition. 

The firft part of his Reply, which I ffeel myfelf 

I 3 particularly 



1 1 8 Mr. RufelPs Letter 

particularly called upon to notice, relates to the 
advertifement refpefting the hand-bill, which he 
and his friends have endeavoured to reprefent as one 
caufe of the riots that followed, but which I verily 
believe would have no more contributed to them 
than the letter I am now writing to you, had it not 
been induftrioufly circulated by them, and thereby 
rendered fubfervient to their own purpofe of creating 
a difturhance. That hand-bill Mr, Burn tells us 
was fent to the minifter by the magiftrates. What 
fnore then was neceflary for them, or for any one 
elfe of the party at Birmingham, to do with refpeft 
to it? and if nothing uncommon was meditated, 
why call but the clergy upon the occafion ? Surely 
the advertifement which followed, offering the 
iool, reward, would have been deemed -fuflicient 
without their interfering, or without any other 
fignatqre than thofe of the magiftrates, But I 
knew on Wedqefday the 13th of July, that feve^ 
ral others were added: for as I was riding into 
town on that evening, I accidentally met Mr. Carles 
on horfeback, who immediately flopped, and ad- 
« drefled me as ufual, in a very friendly manner, ac- 
quainting mc with the adyertifement which had been 
agreed upon, telling me that iool. reward was 
offered to any one that would difcover the author 
of the hand-billi and adding that he had heard we 
denied . any knowledge of, or connection with, the 
puthor, aqd tfiat; as h? confidcrea me as ths often- 
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lible perlbn for the party I belonged to, he had 
been much inclined to fend the advertifement to 
me, that I might add my (ignature, but that upon 
lecond thoughts he had declined doing it, from mo- 
tives of delicacy, not knowing how I might fed 
fuch an application. 

For this friendly attention I made my acknow- 
ledgments, and added, that I thought myfelf obliged 
by his delicacy, but could affure him that I knew 
no more of the author than he did, nor had I the 
fmalleft fufpicion who it was, and therefore fmcerely 
wifhed he had fent me the paper, as I Ihould have 
figned it without hefitation. To this he replied, that 
he was glad to hear me fay fo, and wifhed he had lent 
the advertifement, for he was fure I was his friend, 
and, let what would come, he would not hurt the 
hair of the head of myfelf or any of the fedl I be- 
longed to. This led me to fay that poffibly it might 
not bt too late for me to add my name even then, 
• and that if he approved it, and would give me leave, 
I would fend Mr. Swinney orders to affix my name 
to the advertifement, and I would cheerfully pay my 
proportion towards the expence, fhould the offer be 
fuccefsful, and the iool paid in confequence of it. 
To this he freely affented, and added, that he wifhed 
I would, for I was his friend, I had been his friend, 
and, let what would happen, he would not hurt a 
hair of my head, no, he would not hurt a hair of 
my head, or of any of the feft that I belonged to. 

I 4 The 
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The tone in which thefe words were repeated, and 
the attitude in which he rode, whilft repeating them, 
(hewed me that he had been drinking, and (as 
jufual) gone fomething beyond the bounds of tem- 
perance. But as he appeared very capable of rid- 
ing home, I left him, not being at that time im- 
preffed with the fame idea of the fignificance of thefe 
remarkable words that I have been fince. 

After reflecting on what had pafled, and the con- 
dition of the perfon with whom I had the con- 
vention, I was in doubt whether fending my name 
to the printer would not be deemed an intrufion by 
the other Gentlemen who had figned the advertife- 
inent. In confequence of this, as you will no doubt 
recollect, I called at Fair Hill, and confulted you 
as a friend, when you admitted the reafons I had 
to hefitate, but, upon the whole, thought with me, 
that it would be beft for me to fend my name, which* 
I accordingly did by a note to Mr. Swinney, te}ling 
him that, in confequence of a converfation with 
Mr. Carles that evening, fince the advertifement 
* relating to the hand-bill was fent, I had been in- 
vited by him to add my name to it, that I had given 
my affent, and accordingly requefted and autho- 
rifed him to add it to the others already given 
in. Mr. Swinney's return to this note was a print- 
ed newfpaper, which I received foon after nine 
o'clock, and which proved to me that he was much 
forwarder with the imprefiion of his paper t T )an I 

had 



to Dr. Priejihy. \%\ 

had any apprehenfion of; and alfo that the oppor- 
tunity I thought myfelf in pofleflion of was pafied. 

This circumftance, however, leads me to remark, 
that I gave an incontrovertible and renewed proof 
of my difpofition as to the author of the hand-bill $ 
and it alfo makes it very evident that fome fcheme ^ 
had that day been talked of, and that the repeated 
declarations, that not a hair of our heads fhould be 
hurt, was the confequence of it*. Thefc words 
have very frequently and forcibly occurred to me 
fince the riots happened, and I have had an oppor- 
tunity of obferving the dire&ion.in which ihe pro- 
ceedings were conduced. It is now well known to 
me that a meeting had then been previoufly held at 
the houfe of a " Church and King" partizan for the 
purpofe of confidering how to punifli thefe cc damrtd 
" prefbyterians" Thefe were his own words. It 
is well known to me that the rioters very frequently 
and publicly declared, that they had the jufticcs* 
protection. It is alfo well known to me, to your- 
fel£ and to many others, that they had a regular lift 
of the devoted houfes. Nay, much more than this 
is known tp me and others, though not yet made 
known to the public ; but I truft it will in due time, 
and that it will appear to every one, that the Diflen- 
ters, fo far from being fuch fa&ious, turbulent, and 



* An affociation for burning our houfes and places of worship 
nnghl admit of a condition that our perfons ihould be fafe. 
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reftlefs chara&ers as they have of late fo frequently 
been reprefented, have ailed With a degree of for- 
bearance and patience unparalleled in any fimilar 
inftance. You well know it has not been for want 
of evidence that profecutions have not been com- 
menced, but becaufe the Diflenters committed their 
caufe to government, and expe&ed redrefs from 
thence. 

The next infinuation of Mr. Burn which I am 
concerned to notice is* that reipe&ing the offer the 
Diflenters publifhed of a reward of 100L to any 
perfon who fhould difcover the Author of the hand- 
bill. This, he fneeringly obferves, was not adver- 
tifed, but was " confined to a few corners of the fir eet 5 
u in the town" Here again I muft lament his want 
of candour or veracity, for his aflertion is untrue. 
This offer was not confined to a few corners of the 
ftreets; it was printed with a type of the largeft fize f 
and upon paper in proportion > and particular direc- 
tions were given that it fhould be pafted up in every 
part of the town where the proclamation, which 
offered the fame reward, was put up. Nay more 
than this, it was alfo pafted up in the public ftreets 
at Worcefter and Warwick, with the concurrence 
of the folicitor to the treafury, as foon as the affizes 
commenced. It is true that fome infidious wretches 
very frequently pulled down diefe papers in Bir- 
mingham, as they did the king's proclamation, 
which offered icol, to any one tfcat would dif- 
cover 
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cover the authors and abettors of the riots. But 
that does not prove that either the one or the other 
had not been put up publicly, and very generally too, 

I proceed now to the invidious charge in p. 54 
and $$> aimed at myfelf through the means of 
Mr. Dadley, the mailer of the hotel. And here 
again it is neceflary to expofe Mr. Burn's want of 
attention, or elfe his wilful exaggeration of fads. In 
giving his pretended extract from my letter, he lays, 
p. 54, " Mr, Dadley, it feems, recommended that 
tf the dinner might be had as was intended — he was 
u fure there was no danger of tumult, provided the 
<f gentlemen broke up early ; and> on this reprefenta- 
u tion> orders were given to the printer to fuppreft 
%Q the hand-bill, and Mr. Dadley 's meafure was 
€C adopted."~Now, if you turn to my letter in the 
appendix of his own book, you may fee that the 
words " and on this reprefentation" are not in my let- 
ter, as he has quoted them$ nor do I call it Mr. Dad- 
ley's meafure. Surely after fuch wanton, unprovoked 
attacks upon private chara&ers as his illiberal pages 
exhibit, he fhould have had a little more regard to 
tifcumfpe&ion. Mr, Dadley's " Jblemn depofition* 
for iuch Mr. Burn calls it, and fuch he would have 
the world fuppofe it to be (though it does not appear 
to me to have been made before any perlbn au- 
thorifed to take it), is contradi&ed by the teftimony 
of every individual who was prefent at the conver- 
fation if alludes %o ; and I am fully perfqaded that 

Mr. 
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Mr. Dadley would not have interfered on the occa* 
fion at all, had he not been folicited by fome of the 
leaders of the High Church party. To fuch mi- 
ferable fubterfug^s and meannefs does party fpirit 
carry men whom, in every other character, I can 
frefpeft and efteem. Mr. Dadley has fuffered fo 
much that I pity him s and I have cheerfully joined 
with my patriotic compeers in giving him folid 
proof of it. But I fnall nor, in return, put him 
tipon maligning others, or expofing himfelf by be- 
coming the tool of a party, which it muft be allowed 
is extremely ungenerous to require of a man in his 
fituation of life. Againft his fingle teftimony I now 
place that of the three gentlemen prefent, who on 
the i ft of M^y laft wrote to me the following pote: 



Cf 



€€ 
€4 



" DtAR SIR, 

cc Mr. Burn having introduced into his Reply to 
Dr. Prieftley's Appeal Mr. Dadley's account of a 
converfation which he fays took place on the 
morning of the 14th of July, with a view to in- 
validate your account of the tranfa&ions of that 
day, we think it right to declare that the repre- 
fentation there given is not a juft one of what 
paffed between us. — Mr. Dadley was exprefsly 

" defired to tell us if he had the fame reafon to ap- 
prehend a difturbance as when we faw him on 
the Monday evening, to which he replied, that 

" he had not, and that he then had no fear refpefting 

" it* 



4€ 






*c 
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it, as he had heard nothihg further about it. We 
* c are fully perfuaded 4 "that you could not have, in 
giving your account, the moft diftant idea of 
fixing any odium upon Mr. Dadley, or intending 
t€ to make him a party in the dinner. Mr. Dad- 
ley was never confidered as any way more con- 
cerned in the tranfadtions of that day, than when 
cc he was preparing any other public dinner for the 
" varioiis meetings held at his houfe. 

<c We are, very refpedtfully, 

" Dear Sir, 

<c Your much obliged and obedient fervants, 

Birmingham, William Hunt, 

May 1/?, 1792. Harry Hunt, 

John Laweence/* 

To this let me add, that I wifh to aflc Mr. Burn, 
How long it has been the bufinefs of the clergy -of 
Birmingham to watch over the concerns of the pub- 
licans there? If I have traduced, injured, or offended 
Mr. Dadley, pray what have Mr. Burn and hi* 
affociated brethren of the cloth to do with it ? If 
any explanation was neceffary between Mr. Dadley 
and myfelf, it furely might have been eafily fettled 
without this public, and I muft fay impertinent at- 
tempt to calumniate me, which, though more ma- 
levolent than his infinuations of medefty and diffi- 
dence, is not lefs lb than his infidious attempt to 
reprefent the dinner as the caufe of the riots. To his 
fneer about modefty and diffidence I reply, that an 

honeft 
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honeft man who has no other objeft than the public 
good, ought not to feel the diffidence of thofe who 
have venal purpofes, felfifli ends, or party views, in 
their public attendances. It is, however, entirely 
owing to an infirmity in my hearing, that I am 
not only obliged to place myfelf near the chair at 
public meetings, but to keep there, if I would con- 
tribute my mite towards promoting the general 
good. And that I have uniformly been governed 
by that objeft, and by that alone, in all my nume- 
rous and almoft unceafing attendances upon public 
bufinefs, 1 now dare to aver, even in the face of the- 
phrenfy and intemperance with which myfelf and 
my friends are purfued. 

Thus much for the impertinent attempt to repre- 
sent me as afiuming more than is becoming me. 1 
will frankly confefs, the character contained in ano- 
ther of his farcaftic fneers, gratifies me very highly, 
that of your " zealous friend." To be called the 
friend of Dr. Prieftley, and to enjoy an intimacy 
with him, is an honour that I prize beyond eftima- 
tion. And I rejoice in that zeal and a&ivity to 
which this intimacy has led me, becaufe it has ever 
been founded in benevolence, and had public x&- 
folnefs for its objeft. 

The friends of Church and King, as they call 
themfclves, have burned my houfe, and driven • me 
from the place which it had been my ftudy to im- 
prove 
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prove for twenty-eight years fuccefiively, where I 
had fixed my earthly refidence, and fondly imagined 
I had fecured a retreat for the decline of life. But 
though I am thus deprived of my habitation, and 
driven from the fpot iq which I delighted, my princi- 
ples are in every relpedt the fame as before the riots. 
I am, and will be a truly independent man, a " zealous 
" friend 79 of truth and liberty. I will ftill ftrive to 
attain the equal rights of a citizen, to which I know 
myfelf entitled ; and I will always avail myfelf of 
every opportunity of ferving the caufe of truth and 
liberty. 

The note at the bottom of p. 56 of Mr. Burn's 
Reply is, I prefume, to be read as a declaration of 
Mr. Dadley's. But this (as well as my declaration 
in p. 55, of dining by myfelf, which is printed in 
italics) is fo ambiguoufly expreffed, that much at- 
tention is neceflary to preferve the connexion. To 
the latter I do not deem it neceflary to make any 
reply. But, to expofe the former, and fhew the 
incorre&nefs of the additional note above mentioned, 
I wifh you to give the public the following declara- 
tion, which was figned foon after Mr. Burn's Reply 
appeared, and will (hew that it was Mr. Dadley's 
windows only that were mentioned, and about which 
any apprehenfions were entertained. The declara- 
tion Mr. Burn gives by Mr. Dadley, and that of all 
who were prefent at~the time he refers to, is as fol- 
lows, and I have contrafted it with that of all the 
gendemen who were prefent at die time he refers to : 
4 Mr. 
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Mr. Burn's note, p. $6, Declaration of Mr. Rujell, 



containing Mh Dad- 
ley's declaration. 

€C On the Monday pre- 
€C ceding I had informed 
" Mr. William Hunt, 
Mr. Harry Hunt, Mr. 
William Rujfell, Mr. 
George Humphry s, and 
Mr. John Lawrence, 
" who were met at my 
houfe that afternoon, 
that it was then gene- 
" rally thought, if the 
€C dinner Jhould be had, it 
cc would create a general 
" difiurbance in the town. 
u In anfwer to which they 
tc all promifed to indem- 
" nify me, provided any 
damages or lofs Jhould 
enfue in confequence of 
" the dinner being had.' 9 



&c. 



€C 



tc 
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cc 



" On the Monday even- 
c * ing previous to the 
<f 14th of July, when we 
" were at the hotel, Mr. 
" Dadley informed us 
cc that he had been told 
cc by a gentleman, that 
cc if the dinner was held 
" at- his houfe his win- 
cc dows would certainly 
be broken. We preff- 
ed Mr. Dadley to give 
" the name of this gen- 
€€ tleman, as there feem- 
cc ed no doubt that if 
it fo happened, this 
prophetic gentleman 
<c would either be the 
€€ accomplifher of his 
own prophecy, or the 
employer of others for 
<€ that purpofe. Mr. 
cf Dadley, for reafons 
€€ beft known to him- 
" felf, abfolutely refuted 
" naming him. Mr. 

Dadley 
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" Dadlcy alio mention- 
** ed that he had heard 
tc a very exceptionable 
" hand - bill had been 
ic circulated in the town, 
1 " but which not one 

" of us had at that time 
" feen. 

" William Russell, 
u George Humphrys, 
" Harry Hunt, 
" John Lawrence, 
" William Hunt. 

I cannot but think that two pofitions advanced 
by this declaration are worthy of attention, viz. that 
the parties in queftion had no idea of any in- 
demnification but what related to Mr. Dadley's win- 
dows, as he never fo much as mentioned any other 
objeft of apprehenfion ; and that we had not on 
Monday evening any of us feen a copy of the fa- 
mous hand-bill, of which we have fince heard fo 
much. Mr. Dadley, as I have already obferved, 
has received a fubftantial proof of our fympathy, 
and found us fuperior to the little fubterfuge of fhel- 
tering ourfelves under a plea that our promile ex- 
tended to his windows only, although w$ never gave 
him any other. I pity Mr. Dadley, and wilh he 
had fuffered lefi. I never intended to hold him up 

K as 
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as the caufe of having the dinner; and therefore 
wilh my letter Written in London had been ipore 
guarded in that particular. But the extreme hurry 
in which it was penned, and the affurance which, 
immediately upon my return home, I gave Mr. 
Dadley of my intentions refpe&ing it, would, I am 
perfuaded, have fatisfied him entirely, had he not 
been goaded on by the High Church paftifans to 
let them ufe his name as they have done. All my 
acquaintance well know that I never concealed my 
fmgular exertions in promoting the dinner ; and had 
I conceived that there had been any thing illegal or 
unjultifiable, either in the dinner or the toafts, I 
fhould fcarcely have perfonally avowed myfelf an 
advocate both for the one and the other, to his 
majefty's minifters, and delivered them the original 
lift of toafts, as it was tranfcribed for the prefs. But 
the fact really was foj and this lift was in their 
hands when the infamous libel in the paper called 
The Times was published *. 

It was this circumftance, and this alone, which 

* This libel, as publifhed in the Times on the 19th July, was 
as follows, viz. " By every account which has arrived from Bir- 
" mingham, and from authenticated fa£ts in corroboration of what 
<c we have already inferted, it is an indifputable truth, that the ttio- 
" tives which occafioned the havoc already made amongft the Dif- 
M fenters at Birmingham, and which is ftill making, fofety fprung 
" from the loyalty of the people. The public were determined, before 
** they proceeded to violence, to have iome further proof of the in- 
" tention of thofe commemoration men j they therefore waited until 
" they heud what was faid at table. They had, indeed, their fuf- 
" piuons ; and thofe fufpicions, after the nrft courfe, were realised 
" by the following toait being drunk, " Deftruftion to the preient 
" government — and the king's- head in a charger." 

4 occafioned 
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odcalioned that extreme hurry which I fee Mn Burn 
Jiad been acquainted with previous to the publica- 
tion of his book; and has treated with a want of 
candour on the occafion which I hope it will never 
be in the power of any man to lay to my charge. 
Be this as it may* the libellous paper in The Tims 
above mentioned, was publifhed on Tuefday the 
1 9th of July, when under an expe&ation of another 
audience of the minifters, and receiving from them 
my lift of the toafts on the afternoon of that day, my 
anlwer to it was promifed for Wednefday's paper* 
I was, however, difappointed in the expe&ed au- 
dience with the miniftcrs on Tuefday; but although 
I had an appointment, and attended on Wednefday, 
yet I could not return from the Treafury till near 
two o'clock, and I knew the anfwer muft necef- 
farily be written, and be delivered at the printer's 
by three, if it was to appear in the paper of that day, 
which I had engaged it lhould. Nay, fo much was 
I prefled for time upon my return from the minif- 
ters, that though I haftily wrote, I could not 
tranfcribe, the letter, but was obliged to haften with 
it myfelf to the printer's in its rough ftate, that I 
might enable the compofitor to fet it for that day's 
paper. Now, whatever Mr. Burn may do, I think 
every candid perfon who recolledls the time and cir- 
cumftances in which I w*ote, will feel little difficulty 
in making due allowance for any inaccuracy which 
appears in a letter written in fuch a fhort and truly 
agitating period. 

K 2 1 will 
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I will therefore rely upon this candour, and go on 
to obferve, that in p. n 8 Mr. Burn criticifes, with 
his ufual acrimony, upon the toafts, and gives an 
addition to the 9th toaft, cc The Prince of Wales." 
I have no obje&ion at all to thi* addition. It was, 
however, added by the chairman, and is not in the 
original lift. But the explanation that refpe&able 
gentleman has already given the public upon this 
fubjedt renders it needlefs for me to fay any more. 

As to the meeting breaking up without the leaft 
riot or difturbance, which, by way of emphafis, Mr. 
Burn again prints in italics (fee his book, p. 1 20), 
I repeat the affertion I made before, " that it 'did 
" fo." I again aver it to be true, and being called 
upon for proo£ I refer to the company that dined, 
with a very fmall exception. I am obliged, how- 
ever, to make that, becaufe I was repeatedly told, 
and informed you of the fame long ago, that one 
man was fent by the party to the dinner purpofcly 
to infult yourfelf, and by that means begin a riot 
within doors, which was happily prevented by your 
not being at the dinner as they expe&ed. — It is 
true two of the gendemen who came from a dif- 
tance, and on horfeback, went out at the bacl^ 
door, as the readied way to their horfes, and I be- 
lieve were afterwards followed by fome of the 
mobj but neither myfelf, nor the company in 
general, who went out together at the front door, 
met with any rioters, or the leaft annoyance in 

leaving 
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leaving the hotel ; and in *repeatedly walking the 
ftreets fome hours afterwards I did not perceive 
any difturbance, nor the appearance of any ; neither 
did I ever hear of thofe two gendemen, who went 
out at the back door, being molefted till fome time 
after Mr. Burn's book was publiftied, and occa- 
fioned converfation upon the fubjeft. My own 
opinion is, that no difturbance would have hap- 
pened, had not uncommon meafures been ufed to 
promote it. 

In reply to what Mr. Burn advances refpe&ing 
the fhort addrefs I took the liberty of adding to our 
chairman's, upon the breaking up of the company, 
I - fay, that if any part of it was loft' through the 
" perturbed ftate" of the company, as he reports, 
it is more than I know of. I certainly did lament 
to them that the people out of doors were fo much 
mifled as to be brought to infult us as we came to 
dinner ; but I uttered every word I wilhed to fay 
upon the fubje&j and nothing which I fhould be 
unwilling to repeat again at any time. I lhall only 
add further upon this topic, that the parties who 
dined together at the hotel on the 14th of July, 
may with the utmoft propriety appeal to the whole 
tenor of their conduct, both before and fince the 
riots, for the refutation of the various calumnies 
which have been induftrioufly circulated concerning 
their views in holding that meeting. 

K' 3 As 
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As to the criminality of that convivial meeting, 
It is prefumed that this will not be advanced 
any one, even in the paroxyfm of paffion, 1 
as Mr. Burn choofes to defcribe this dinner . 
the caufe of the fubfequent riots, it may be o\\ 
ferved, that as the chairman was a member of th| 
eftablifhment, jmd many other3 of this clafs attended, 
if this dinner was the irritating caufe, how came it 
to pafs that the firft objeft of the rioters (hould bci 
p. meetipg-houfe where Dr. Prieftley preached, who 
had nothing to do with the dinner ? With more 
propriety ftill it may be demanded, what was the 
reafon that thofe gentlemen who were publicly 
Jcnown to have been the firft and mod adtive in pro~ 
moting the dinner, were the lail to fuffer in the de- 
predations committed ? Mr. John RylancJ, Mr, 
jHutton, $nd Mr. Taylor, were none of them at the 
dinner, and yet fo violent w^s the fury againft the 
foftj that it was currently reported, and believed 
^jjiong the mob, as well as others, that every mill 
2nd farm-houfe which were known to belong to him 
were threatened; and of a lift which contained 
feyenty-two or feyenty -three hoyfes that were 
jnarked to be deftroyed ? it is known that the num- 
ber belonging to this gentleman formed a very large 
proportion of the whole; whilft myfelf, though 
^mongft the firft at the dinner, was one of the laft 
{hat fuffered. And how is it to be accounted for, 
that, of twelve Jioufes that have been deftroyed, 

only 
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only three of the whole number belonged to gentle- 
men who dined ? and not one to any member of the 
eftablifhment ? 

Here I think it may be proper to obferve, that 
I have fupported a public charafter in the town 
of Birmingham for more than twenty years, and 
have ever been difpofed to diftinguifh myfelf as a 
friend to the public intereft of the community^ In 
tbis charadter it was that I felt myfelf impelled to 
promote the dinner on the 14th of July, on the 
principles both of humanity and of commerce. I 
have fufficiently declared myfelf a friend to hu- 
manity in the hand-bill that preceded the dinner. 
It did not fcem politic to give the commercial rea- 
fons to the public. But I now ftate, that, as a 
friend to the town, I thought myfelf particularly 
called upon to promote the dinner, becaufe I well 
knew that the trade it enjoyed with France, which 
was one of its moll valuable branches, was in danger 
of fuffering very materially from the fpirit of dif- 
content which the commercial tjeaty had very gene- 
rally occafioned in France. And becaufe I well 
knew that the patriotic popular party there were to 
much affe&ed by this fpirit of diflatisfa&ion, that 
they were forming aflbciations, and by their ex- 
ample promoting the difufe of Hngliih manufac- 
tures. 

I alfo knew that this circumftance had alarmed 

K 4 fome 
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fome of the firft commercial chara&ers in Birming- 
ham. I thought nothing fo likely to do away this 
threatening evil as to teftify, in a feafon of convivi- 
ality, a friendly difpofition towards this, the firft nation 
in Europe, by rejoicing in its emancipation from 
defpotifm, and in its refolutions to live in peace with 
all mankind, I thought nothing more likely to 
promote a fpirit of concord than applauding their 
declaration, that they would never* go to war any 
more for the fake of conqueft. I have always 
thought peace and commerce very clofely conne£t? 
ed, and therefore conceived it my duty, as a fincere 
friend to both, and as a good citizen, to rejoice 
publicly in this folemn harbinger of both to this 
country. But when it appeared that my views and 
thofe of my friends w r ere miireprefented by fome of 
our neighbours, and mifconceived by others, we 
who were concerned in promoting the dinner joined 
in publifhing an advertifement which ought to have 
fatisfied every reafonable perfon of our attachment 
to our prefent conftitution at home; and which 
would no dcubt have done it, had not many calum- 
nies been circulated, and much exertion been made 
to prevent it by thofe who are the real authors and 
abettors of this mifchief *. 

Had 

* 

* Birmingham Commemoration of the French Revolution. 

Several handbills having been circulated in the town which 
can only be intended to create diftrult concerning tfce intentions of 
the meeting, to diiturb its harmony, and inflame the minds of the 
' • people. 
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Had there not been particular mcaiiires ufed at 
Birmingham, the dinner there! would no doubt 
have pafled over in peace, as it did in every 
other place in the kingdom where they were 
held. In no place whatever was the commercial 
,part of the community fo much incerefted in 
celebrating this feftival as at Birmingham. The 
value of the commerce of France with this 
town and neighbourhood fhould not be publicly 
eftimated. When the late commercial treaty was 
pending, the minifter was particularly folicited to 
prevent any calculation of its value being made, left 
its magnitude (hould be communicated to the 
French, and impede the treaty. I can aflert, how- 
ever, from the beft authority, that one houfe alone 
(which was among thofe that were moft defirous of 
promoting the dinner) has exported to France to 
the amount of fome millions of the manufa<5tures of 
the town and neighbourhood of Birmingham, Yet, 
extraordinary as it may feem, in a town thus inter- 
ested has the only difturbance of the feftivity of 1 this 
memorable day been found. Through the whole 
kingdom befides all was peace: and yet that it 

people, the gentlemen who propofed it think it neceflary to declare 
their entire ouapprobation of all l'uch handbills, and their ignorance 
of the authors. Senfible themfelves of the advantages of a free go- 
vernment, they rejoice in the extenfion of liberty to their neigh- 
bours, at the fame time avowing, in the moft explicit manner, their 
firm attachment to the contlitution of their own country, as vefted 
in the three eftates of King, Lords, and Commons : furely no free- 
born Englishman can refrain from exulting in this addition to the ge- 
neral mais of human happinefs,— It is the caufe of humanity $ — it Is 
the caufe of the people. 

Birmingham) July, ij, 179 it 

would 
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would not be fo here, feveral perfons bcfides the 
gendeman Mr, Dadley mentioned, it now appear^ 
ventured to foretel before the day arrived. The 
induftrious circulation of Dr. Tatfram's inflam- 
matory letter, which was diftributed gratis in the 
public houfes of the town, the advertifement 
which was publiftied with the words " Incen- 
u diary refuted" at the head of it, the impertinent 
infult of an anonymous bigot who advertifed, that 
he would publifh a lift of the names of thofe 
who dined at the hotel upon a black page in 
white letters, though all of them were meafures 
manifeftly calculated to promote a difturbance, 
they would, I believe, have been ineffectual, if 
the magiftrates had not continued in town, and 
feen without refilling fome among the mob in- 
fult the gendemen as they came to the hotel to the 
dinners and if other principal gentlemen too, who 
placed themfelves upon the fteps of Mr. Brooke's 
houfe, the very next to the hotel, had not been 
feen to encourage rather than difcountenance the 
people. .Widiout fome. extraordinary exertions to 
miflead the people they could not poflibly have 
taken offence at any thing that was faid or done by 
the parties who met and dined. 

The advertifements that preceded the dinner 
were as explicit as could be penned. The toafts and 
the fongs, too, were fuch as the people would, I am 
perfuaded, have moll cheerfully encored, had they 

been 
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been left to follow the di&ates of their own honeft 
hearts, and to confult their own feelings only. Nay, 
not a man among the High Church party itfel£ I 
fliould think, could have refilled to join in the clof* 
ing lines of the fong that was prepared for the occa- 
fion, which were ; 

" Let each loyal Briton then joyfully fing, 

f ' The bleffings of freedom, and long live the king/' 

Is this language inconfiftent with the public profit 
fions of attachment to the conftitution held out in 
the advertifement ? Is it not fufficiently declaratory 
to amount of itfelf to a full proof to every impartial 
perfon, that the meeting has been bafely calumniat- 
ed, and that it has only been ufed as an oftenfibJe 
occafion of perfecuting and vilifying the Diflfenters? 
And yet what is it that has been alleged againft 
them ? Many indeed have been the frivolous 
charges againft yourfelf, who juftly ftand fo confpi- 
cuolas among us; but againft the body of Diflenters 
what do all the charges that have been offered 
amount to? 

« 

Mr. Madan has fedulou0y endeavoured to give a ft- 
, rious alarm founded upon our proceedings to obtain 
a repeal of the teft laws. But that gentleman's ap- 
prehenfions were totally groundlefs. Had we enter- 
tained any unbecoming or illegal intentions, wc 
Jhould not have regularly publifhed our proceedings 
to the worlds but this has been our pradticc. No 

refolutions, 
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refolutions, as far as I ever knew, or heard of, have 
been formed at any of thofe meetings but what are 
before the public. I will venture to add, there are t 
none paffed upon the late attempt, but what are 
ih every degree equalled in fpirit and firmnefs 
by thofe which were paffed upon former occa- 
fions, in profecuting the attempt to obtain relief 
from ' the penalties to which Difienters were fubjeft 
for keeping fchools, in which, though repeatedly 
unfuccefsful at firft, we were at lad happy enough 
to be redreffed. 

If Mr. Burn and his brethren have any inftances 
of difloyalty to charge us with, any acts of difaffec- 
tion to the ftate to accufe us of, let them bring 
them forth ; let the charge be made. When the ad- 
vertifement exprefling our loyalty and attachment 
to the government of this kingdom was publifhed 
on the 14th of July, what was further neceflary to 
prove us good citizens ? Was it becoming us, who 
were confeious of none but upright motives, and 
undifguifed actions, to be deterred from an inno- 
cent purpofe by a dread of the machinations of 
thofe who we were told hzd been fecretly plotting 
inifchicf againft us? Surely not. 

After exprefling myfelf thus unrefervedly upon 
real flifts, you will eafily imagine with what feel- 
ings I read Mr. Burn's modeft infinuation of the ac- 
tlvicy of the magiftrates. He fays, p. 44, " They 

« ftaid 



to Dr. Prlefilcy. \ 4 1 

cc ftaid in town for the exprefs purpofe of interpof- 
cc ing their authority, Jhould any attempt be made to 
cc break the peace:" If it was fo, why did they nQt 
interfere when they both heard and faw the noto- 
rious infults offered to fome of the gentlemen as 
they went into the hotel ? What did they do in this, 
the fuppofed origin of the bufinefs ? What did they, 
when in the evening they faw the two meeting- 
houfes and your houfe deftroyed? Did they make 
any extraordinary conftables, or enter upon any 
other fpirited oppofition? No; while the meeting 
houfes were ftili burning, and the mob deftroying 
your furniture and your houfe, they both returned 
home, and went very peaceably to bed; and when 
two refpe&able gentlemen went over to them at my 
requeft early the next morning, one of them ex- 
preffed much anger at being called out of his bed. 
And yet the"" diffident" Mr. Burn very modeftly 
reprefents the merit of the magiftrates as approved 
and fanctioned by one of the moft numerous and rc- 
fpeftable town meetings that was ever convened in 
Birmingham, and fays the only proof of delinquency 
on the part of the magiftrates was their want of fuc- 
cefs*. A ftriking proof, indeed, this fcene affords of 
fat faithful dif charge cf their duty! as Mr. Burn declares 
it ; and, that he may not lofe the full emphafis of the 
words, he prints them in italics. I corifefs, however, 

* Will Mr. Burn fay that the magiftrates were ne'ther of them 
intoxicated with liquor, in the courfe of ti.e hrft evening of this 
interfiling and di (graceful event f 

that, 
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that, before this fcene X)f outrage, I never heard df 
an inftance wherein a magiftrate fC faithfully difi 
" charging his duty> y in quelling a mob, when ad- 
drefling the rioters, whom he found in the very 
a£t of pulling down a houfe, fhould defire them tto 
H take care not to hurt one another." And yet this is 
one among many other proofs furnifhed upon the 
prefent occafion. I think it renders all others fu- 
perfluous. Otherwife many more equally in point 
might be mentioned, as well as the following Angular 
fa6t, viz. that throughout the whole of the late fcene, 
though the juftices perfonally attended at your 
houfe, and at feveral other houfes, whilft the rioters 
Were deftroying and burning them, the Riot A6t was 
never once read, or even attempted to be read *, 

But probably you may have already been in- 
formed of this through another channel. I will not 
therefore detain you any longer, for I fear you muft 
already have thought this letter too long. But as in 
writing it I have not been a&uated by any defire of 
criminating others, or retorting their malevolent 
calumnies, I hope you will excufe its prolixity, or 
any little degree of warmth that may appear in 
this attempt in juftification of myfelG to which 
I have fteadily endeavoured to confine my re- 
marks. For after all that I have fuffered, and am 
ftill fuffering, I can truly fay that I am more dif- 

* A ftriking cpntraft this to the repeated, j$&ttags of this 
A& When the brothels were in danger. 

pofed 
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pofed to pity, than to criminate the atfthors and 
abettors of it. Their feafon of refle&ion, I hope, is 
approaching, and I would by no means retard it by 
any irritating refle&ions. I therefore moft cheer- 
fully clofe this letter with my beft wilhes for the re- 
ftoration of that peace and good neighbourhood 
which reigned amongft us at Birmingham previous 
to this truly unexpe&ed and cruel interruption of it ; 
and I am confident nothing will be wanting to pro- 
mote it that can conjiftently be required at the hands 
of the Diflenters. 

Believe me, with more relpeft, gratitude, and af- 
fe<5tton, than I can exprefs, 

Dear Sir, - 
Moft fincerely and truly yours, 

Birmingham, WlLLIAM RUSSELL. 

Aug. 20, 179*. - 
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No. 1. 

The Rev. Mr. ScbolefielcTs Adverttfement relating to the 
Sunday Schools at Birmingham* 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE* 
SIR* 

AS Mr. Burn, in his reply to Dn Prieftley's Ap* 
peal, hath, in the moft confident and even exulting man- 
ner, charged the Do&or With a gfofs and culpable mif-ftate- 
nient of fa&s, in relation to the Sunday Schools in this 
town, and afferts, that the refolution of allowing the chil- 
dren of Difienters to attend their own places of wOrfhip 
never was refcinded; you will be doing an a£t of juftice by 
inferring the following paragraph, copied from the Bir- 
mingham Gazette, dated October 2, 1786, and greatly 

oblige, 

Your humble fervant, 

RADCLIFFE SGHOLEFIELD. 

" Public Office, Sept. 26, 1786. 

" At a General Meeting of the Subjcribers to the Sun- 
" day Schools in Birmingham^ held here this Evenings 

" rev.. Air. cukTis ifc th£ chair. 

" IT being reprefented to this meeting, that feve- 
" ral gentlemen have threatened to withdraw their fub- 
H fcjiptions to the Sunday Schools, in conference of an 

L " alteration 
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" alteration of the general rules made at the requefl of the 
" Diffenters, on Friday, the ioth of March, 1786; Re- 
♦' folved, that the refolution granting that requeft (which 
" the Diffenters themfelves have not availed therafelves of, 
4i and adhered to as they engaged) be refcinded; and that 
" in future the rules, as they originally flood, be fteadily 

** attended to." 

Who ought not to have been ignorant now ? 

See BurtCs Pamphlet, p. 1 1. 
P. S. As you, fir, frequently admit original eflays, or ex- 
tradts from other authors, you will probably indulge me 
with room for a few refleftions upon the foregoing ex- 
trad, and Mr. Barn's extreme negligence and inattention 
in refpecSt to it. — What was meant in the refolution, by 
the Diffenters having not availed themfelves of it, or at- 
tended to it, as they engaged ? I believe they are wholly 
uninformed to this day. Perfe£Uy fotisfied with having 
removed fo illiberal a reflriftior* (a reftridion unknown in 
any place I have heard of, where the Eftablifhment and, 
Diffenters had united in fupport of Sunday Schools, and a 
confirmation of what Dr. Prieftfey has obferved concern- 
ing the unhappy fpirit prevailing in this town), I never 
heard of their giving themfelves any farther concern about 
it., I much queftion whether a Diflenter ever recom- 
mended an objeft, much Ie(s infilled upon their attend- 
ing a place of worfhip among the Diffenters; if they did, I 
have no doubt of their being attended to by their patron. 
Of this I am firmly perfuaded, that the refcindmg of the re- 
folution was the primary caufe of letting i»p Sunday Schools 
amongft themfelves, as feparate from the Eftablifhment. 
In Sheffield, I am informed, the fubfcriptions go all into 
one (lock, from whence the mafters and miftreffes of the 
diftin& (bcieties aie regularly, paid, and why the feme 

Dlas- 



J>lari could nbt have becil adopted hdre (exdept the fpirit 
had prevailed which Mr. Burn fo confidently denies to 
Jiave an ekiftence) I leave the public to form their opiniorf 
and judgment.— -How Mr. Burn could have been ignorant 
bf a fa& lb eafy to be proved mud be left to him, and he 
baa beft explain. From his ignorance however in this in- 
stance the public will be ready to infer that his coadjutors 
{ m whofe defence he writes) have left him, as we fey, ia 
the lurch, or that, however he blames Dr. Prieftley, as a 
falfe accufer of the brethren, he is the firft perfon upon 
Whom (from a certain undeniable fa<Sk) the cbara&er can 
at prefent reft. They will likewife be enabled to judge 
what degree of credit is to be given to the other parts of his 
Jrerforn3#n<ie, which, I have no doubt, are either in wholes 
pr in part, capable of the fame Refutation; but, as Mr; 
Burn .calls upon Dr. Prieftley himfelf, to him I (ball refer 
the farther part of the bufmefs, only obfervirig, that even 
Mr. Burn's friends may now be ready to exclaim, and he 
ijim&lf feel in part the force of the exclamation in thfr 
Words of Juvfenah 

Sen tu tnagttb dlfcrimini cauf&ft, 
Profegeft affe3as t U confute* die iibi quisjiii 

Ere thou attempt weak caufes to fupport; 
Be fare* be very fure, thouV t able for't. 

GfmVt THnJlatitoi* 
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No. II. 

Extraft from the original Advertijement relating to the 
Public library at Birmingham. 

Birmingham Library, Dec. 9, 1789. 
L E ST any perfon fhould miftake the nature of 
this library, it is thought proper to give the following ge- 
neral account of it. This library is formed on the plan 

of one that was firll eftabliflied at Liverpool, and which 
has been fmce adopted at Manchefter, Leeds, and many 
other confiderable towns in the kingdom. The books are 
never to be fold; and, from the nature of the inftitution, 
the library muft increafe till it contains all the moft va- 
luable publications in the Englifh language ; and from the 
eafy terms of admiflion, it will be a treafure of knowledge 
both to the prefent and all fucceeding ages. 

As all the books are bought by a committee of perfons 
annually chofen by a majority of the fubfcribers, and every 
vote is by ballot, this inftitution can never anfwer the pur- 
pofe of any party, civil or religious; but, on the contrary, 
may be expe&ed to promote a fpirit of liberality and friend-* 
{hip among all claffes of men without diftin&ion. 
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No. III. 

An Addrefs to the Subfcribers to the Birmingham Li- 
brary on the Subjett of Mr. Cooke* s Motion, to re- 
JiriSi the Committee in the Choice of Books, with a 
View to exclude Controverjial Divinity. 

Mr. COOKE's MOTION. 

MANY of the Subfcribers to this very ufeful in- 
flitution are much concerned to fee a fpirit of controverfy 
creeping into the 4 library, by the purchafe of fo many books 
in religious difputes ; books of no real nfe, and after the 
prefent moment mere lumber : they are read but by a par- 
ticular few, and do not anfwer the purpofe of the original 
intention, which was to collect a body of ufeful and in- 
ftru£tive literature for the ufe of pofterity, as well as the 
prefent time. 

Do&or Prieftley, the learned author of many of the 
books, is of that fpirrted and generous turn of mind, and 
has the fuccefs of this library fo much at heart, that, if he 
thought them neceffary or proper, he, as the writer, would 
prefent them. 

It is requefted that, the committee will at prefent order 
no more of thofe books until the fenfe of the whole fubr 
fcribers fhall be known at the next general annual meet* 

ing- 

It is likewife propofed to the next general annual meet- 
ing to make a motion for a law to exclude in future ail 
fropks of controverjial divinity. 



To 
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&o the Subscriber $ to the Birmingham Library, 

pEJJTLEMEN, 

iVS this nation (whicfi I have got been albc to 
prevent being brought before you, at your next general 
meeting) appear^ to me to be of conftderable cqnfequence, 
afle&ing one of the firft principles of the conftitution of 
pur library, viz. rejhi&ing the cpmmitfee in their choice of 
books, and I am particularly appealed to in it, I take the 
liberty to addrefs you qn the fubje£t, and to giyq yqu my 
yeafons why I think it highly improper that it fhould pafs 
into a law. J chpofe to do it in this manner, becaufe it \% 
well known, that on feyer^l accounts, nothing can be dif- 
cuffed with advantage in a large affembly; and by this 
means you will havQ an opportunity of qonfidering the 
matter coolly, and of being bettef qualified to vote witfy 
judgment on the queftion. 

When you have attended to my reaforjs, be affured, tha| 
I lhall acquiefce in your 'determination, whatever it may 
be. The library, injured as I cannot help thinking it will 
be, by the prppofed change ip its conftitution, will ftill be of 
great value to the town and neighbourhood, and deferving 
of the encouragement of all the friends of literature. And, 
fhough overruled, I fball not even be out of humour with 
any of the fubfcribers, and leaft of all with the inftitution 

itfelf. Fpr the greater fliftin&nefs, I fhall digeft what I 

■ ■ •■ » • ■ > 

have to progofe %o your confideration under feparate head§, 
and I beg yqur difpaffionate attention to each of them. 

J. The obje£t of the inftitution i§ to provide a ftock of 
fuch books as any of the fubfcribers may wyfh to read, or to 
pnfult, All other libraries of this kind throughout Eng- 
land 
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land are, I believe, upon the fame liberal and esetenfive plan, 
xk> fubjefts whatever being excluded. 

It has, indeed, been faid, that it is contrary to the origi* 
rial defign of the inftitution to admit books of religious con-* 
troverfy. But I defire to fee the evidence of this. Your 
printed laws, and alfo your periodical advertifements, whicfy 
were all drawn up by myfelf, fay nothing on the fubjedh 
If we look back to the hiftory of the library, we /hall find 
two epochas, viz. the firft inftitution, in the year- before f 
pme to Birmingham, and in the year after, the new mo- 
delling of its conftitution according to the plan of that of 
Leeds. Thofe who were concerned in the firft plan fey, 
that when it was propofed by fome perfon to exclude books 
relating to the three profeffions, the motion was abfolutely 
rejedled. The new modelling of the conftitution was, in a 
great meafure, made by myfelf; and I am fare it was not 
my intention, or that of any who a&ed with me, to exclude 
interefting publications of any defcription whatever, 

II. The propofed regulation is unneceffary. For if any 
evil whatever exift in the conduit of the library, the -con- 
ftitution of it is fuch, as that a fufficient remedy is always 
provided in the method of choofing the committee, fmce 
they are annually chofen by the fubfcribers at large. Nor 
thing, therefore, can be wanted but more attention in the 
fubfcribers in chooftng the eoiumittee, and in the commit- 
tee when they are chofen. It is always deemed wrong to 
alter a regulation that is generally ufeful for the fake of a 
particular inconvenience. The time may come when the 
fubfcribers in general fhall change t^eir opinion, and then 
they will wifh for an administration, like the pfefent, whi^h 
will always change with themfelves. 

III. The committee fhould confider themfelves as re- 
prefehting the fubfcribers at large, and, without confuting 
fjieir own inclination, endeavou? to oblige as many of them 
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as -they can, and all if poflible. It has been the cuftom to 
order books which it was well known could intereft only a 
few of the body. But it was thought that even a few had 
a right to be gratified, if it could be done without a difpro^ 
porti6nate expence. 

IV. The readers of theology among' the fubfcribers to 
this library are more numerous, and more refpecTable, than 
the author of the motion imagines, and they think they 
have a right to be gratified even to a greater extent than 
they hitherto have been ; considering that, of perhaps feven 
or eight hundred pounds that have been expended in the 
purchafe of books, the price of all the publications objected to 
has not been five pounds. As far as I can judge, the prin- 
cipal controverfy to which thofe books relate is not likely 
to produce many more expensive publications, and another 
jcontroverfy, equally interefting, may. not arife in many 
years. 

V. It has been faid that, by the introduction of books of 
controverfy, the Diffenters only will be gratified. This is 
by no means true ; many members of the church of Eng-r 
land being as much friends to free enquiry (and wilhing to 
have the means pf promoting it in this library) as any Dif- 
fenters. But admitting this to be the. cafe, it fhould be 
confidered that the founders of tlje inftitution were all Difr 
./enters ; as they have been, I believe, of almoft every infti- 
tution of the fame nature through the kingdom. Some rer 
fpe& is, therefore due to them, and to their liberality, in 
purpofely conftituting the library in fuch a manner, as 
that their particular influence mu{t neceffarily be excluded, 
whenever trjey ffyould be, as they now are, a minority. 

VI. Books of controverfy have, farther, been objected 
to, as being pf a temporary nature. Put it has been the 
conftant cuftom to buy any books, or pamphlets, on in- 
terefting fubjects ? however temporary.. And it is definable 
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that this library fliould be a repolitory for things of thi$ 
kind, as they are often curious, and perfons have occafion 
fbmetimes to look back to them. 

VII. The controverfy that I am now carrying on with 
the learned defenders of the do£trine of the Trinity, grows 
every day more interefting, efpecially as it has gained the 

attention of the two univerfities. The publications relat- 
ing to it are, I believe, in moft, if not all, the libraries of 
the fame nature with this ; and it would be very extraordi- 
nary indeed, if they fhould be excluded from this of Bir- 
mingham only, where it may well be fuppofed that more 
attention will be drawn to them. My controverfy with 
the Jews alfo promifes to be highly interefting, as it ac-. 
tually engages the attention of the Jewifh nation in all parts 
of Europe, and is the only one that ever has done it. 

VIII. The works that have been chiefly complained of, 
viz. the Hiflory of the Corruptions of Chriftianity^ and that 
of Early Opinions concerning Chrijl^ are not of a temporary 
nature, but a colle&ion of materials, which will be ufeful 
in future time, if they be of any ufe at prefent. In the 
former of them, there are not more than two articles, out 
of a great number, that can give the leaft offence to any 
Proteftant who is not a Calvinift. And one part of it is a 
defence of Chriftianity, in anfwer jto Mj:. Gibbon, whole 
hiftory is in the library, 

IX. It is obferved in the propofed motion, that if I had 
thought my own controverfial writings proper for the li- 
brary, I would have prefented them to it. In anfwer to 
this I muft fay, fhat I fliould very readily have made a pre- 
fent of them, but fhat I thought it would be objedled to,. as 
a method of obtruding them upon the library. I alfo imar 
gined that it was not the price of the boolfs, but the books 
themfelves, that were objedted to. 

So far, however, have I been from being forward to in- 
troduce 
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. troduce books of religious controverfy, that for two years I 
prevented the introduction of my HiJIory of the Corruptions 
»f Chrifiiamty into the library. This at that time gave of- 
fence to many, and it was faid, that my motive for it was 
to promote the fale of the work in the town. At, the fame 
time I repeatedly faid in the committee, that, whenever the 
fandsof thefocictyfhould be fufficiently ample (as theynow 
certainly are) I fliould have no objedion to publications 
in any interefting controverfy, provided the choice was im- 
partial, fo that no favour was {hewn to any one party more 
than to another. 

When the above mentioned work was ordered, it was en- 
tirely unknown to me, and much againft my will, by 
members of the church of England. A particular friend of 
jnine (Mr. RuffeH) being prefent, and knowing my 
wiflies, ^voted againft it. ' I will add that it is very poffible 
I might have ufed my endeavours much longer to keep out 
of the library every book of this nature, if it had not been 
for the unreafonable offence that was taken at the ordering 
of that work, by feveral of the clergy, their intemperate, 
and, I will take the liberty to fay, their childifli behaviour, 
on the occafion. Whether this change of my conduit, in 
thefe circumftances, was natural or juftifiable, I appeal to 
the feelings of any man. I never took any meafure to in-r 
troduce any publication of mine except the Letters to Dr. 
Home, &c. when they had been rejected, and the anfwer to 
them admitted, which' I thought an uncandid and unfair 
proceeding. I alfo recommended the Theological RepoJttory t 
of which I am the publiftier. But this was neceffary to 
the cpntroverfies already introduced. It is, befides, a_wofrk 
open to all parties It contains feveral articles againft So N 
jcinianifm, and many others that rnuft give the greateft fatif- 
faction to all the friends of Chriftianity, of every denomn 
pation. 

When 
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• When my work, contrary to my wiihes, was intro- 
duced, I propofed Dr. Horflefs Anfwcrs ; and I have con* 
Jfantly voted for every thing written againft myfelf. 

X. They who have objeffed the moft to the introduc-y 
tion of books of controverfy gre the clergy, no doubt thinkr 
Jng fuch books improper for the perufal of the fubfcribers 
to this library. But they diftributed a pamphlet, entitled, 
APrefervative againft Socinianifm, to all who were confirmed 
at the late vifitation. And, if controverfiai treatifes be pro- 
per for the perufal of boys and girls, or of their parents, 
they certainly cannot be improper for the fubfcribers to this 
library. This conduft looks as if they were not controver- 
fiai treatifes in general that they obje&ed to, but thofe only 
in which their peculiar opinions were oppofed ; and that 
they could not decently decide againft thofe on one fide of 
the queftion without reje&tng all. I would not be un- 
candid; but I appeal to all that are candid, whether this be 
not the moft natural conftru&ion of their conduft, and 
whether it does not betray a fufpicion of the influence of 
feafon and argument, and a dread of free inquiry. 

XL Others hate religious controverfy becaufe they hate 
Religion, having no belief in Chriftianity. Thefe will vote 
with the friends of the eflabliflied church, whatever it be, 
in all fuch queftions as thefe, but on very different principles. 
If there be any fuch among us, they ought, in decency, to 
decline giving any vote at all. Otherwife their condu<9: 
will be the fame with that of the dog in the monger. They 
will neither read any books relating to religion themfelves, 
nor fuffer others to read them. 

XII. No qbje&ion was made to feveral books of con- 
troverfy before my Hi/lory of the Corruptions of Chriftianity 
was voted into the library, luch as Mr. Whites Sermons, 
and Mr* Howes's Obfervations on Books, which are all con^. 

trovcrfial. 
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troverfial. And both thcfe writers are among my anta* 
tagonifts. 

XI1L The committee will be unfpeakably embarrafied 
by diftinguiftiing books of controverfy from others, and 
many works, highly valuable on other accounts, are in part 
fo. If controverfy be wholly excluded, we .muft even have 
no Reviews, and no Gentleman's Magazine. 

Under the defcription of religious controverfy may fall ma- 
ny publications which the fubfcribers in general would 
wifh to fee. If, for inftance, Mr Gibbon fhould refume 
his attack on the evidences of Chriftianity, and an Englifh 
bifhop, as has been the cafe, fhould undertake the defence 
of it, muft fuch interefting publications be excluded from 
fuch a library as ours, becaufe they are religious controverfy f 
In fuch a cafe as this (and many other fuch might be men- 
tioned) the law would either be repealed, or, which is al- 
ways a bad thing, would be explained away, and evaded. 

This is a fuppofed cafe, but I fhall mention two real 
ones, to fhew how improper, if not impoflible, it will be 
for any* committee to a& as the friends of the motion 
would have them. At one of our late meetings a clergy- 
man whom I truly refpedt propofed to us Father Courayer's 
Declaration of his lajl Sentiments concerning Religion; and 
certainly a publication of fo much curiofity, and fo much 
talked of, was highly proper for our library. Accordingly 
it was voted unapimoufly. But it is, iji faft, a book of con- 
troverfial divinity (which is fo much the bugbear at pre- 
fect), for the author givps his reafons for all his opinions, 
especially on the fubjeft of the; Trinity, and appears to have 
died an Unitarian. 

On the other hand, at our laft meeting, the fecond part 
of my Letters to a Philpfophical Unbeliever, which I fcruplc 
not to,fay is one of the moll valuable of all my publica- 
tions, 
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tions, and the molt proper for the library, was rejected; 
though it is a cuftom (and I believe was never departed 
from before) to admit all continuations of works once voted 
in without any balloting at all, not to fay, that, in other 
fimilar inftitutions, it is a rule to receive any publication of 
a fubfcriber, whatever it be. I was prefent, and declined 
giving any vote on the occafion ; only obferving, that the 
book did not relate to the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
therefore that they did not need to be afraid of it. Fear, 
however, the fear of fome lurking mifchief, prevailed. No 
reafons were given, but a fufficient number of fdent and de- 
cifive votes. , 

XIV. Some perfons are, or affect to be, alarmed left 
this difpute fhould break up the library. I have no fuch 
apprehendons. It is fo well conftituted as to be able to 
bear much more than this. Should the fubfcribers at 
large, after mature confideration, not only admit the mo- 
tion, but repeal the moft fundamental law of the conftitu- 
tion, by throwing out of the library any of the books that 
were regularly voted into it, I fhall acquiefce ; trufting that 
in due time good temper, and good fenfe, will refume their 
natural influence. For, though prejudice may have more 
apparent ftrength, and aft with more violence, reafori has 
better ftamina, and will outlive it. 

As fome things are beft illuftrated by comparifons, I hope 
no offence will be taken at the following. Suppofe a num- 
ber of gentlemen agree to have an annual public dinner, 
and appoint ftewards to conduct the entertainment. Thefe 
officers, confidering the number, and confequently the 
different taftes, of thofe for whom they have to provide, 
befides fuch fubftantial boiled and roafled meat as fuit 
every body, and alfo fifti, venifon, and turtle, which many 
like, but feldom fee, may think proper to add a deffert, 
confuting of ices, fyllabuhs, fweetmeats, &c. and likewife 

think 
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think knot amifs, on fuch an occafion, to introduce ftictt 
things as olfoss, ice. which, though not generally relifhed^ 
feme fancy. » 

If, on feeing this deflert, any of the company fhould fay,- 
" I diilike thefe olives, and wifli they might not be intro- 
4< duced ";" would he not be thought very unreafonables 
If he fhould fay, he was confident that not one tenth part 
of the company would tafte them ; might it not be faid, 
that even a tenth, or a much fmaller proportion, of the 
company, had a right to be obliged in fuch a trifle. He 
might fay, that dives were unwholefome, and unfit fotf 
any body to eat. But might it not be replied, that neither 
himfelf, nor any body elfe, was obliged to eat of them, and 
tfiat others ought to judge for themfelves. If he fhould fay, 
" But my money is expended on this abfurd article, whid* 
u I think a great hardfhip ;" it might be replied, that the' 
money of the reft of the company wa$ expended on things 
that were agreeable to himfelf, and, perhaps, only a few 
others. 

He might add, " olives will do my wife, or my children, 
** hurt, and I would not bring them into temptation/' 
But it might be replied, " Sir, you mud take the beft care' 
you can of your wife and children. This is not the only 
place in which they will be in danger of feeing olives* 
or hearing of them-" Perhaps, heated by the alterca- 
tion, he might add, " If thefe abominable 6livefc be ad- 
mitted, though they fhould not coft a groat, I and my 
friends will abfolutely kick down the table, demoliflr 
** the furniture of the npom, and prevent any body from 
" dining here any more;" would not a fenfible friend tell 
him, that if this was a point on which he laid fo much 
ftrefs, he would do well to decline being of the party, anrf 
avoid all public dinners, where he would always be in dag- 
ger of meeting with thefe oflfenfive oHves* . 

S 1 wouji 
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I would be far from, infinuating by this companion, that 
books of religious controverfy referable fuch a trifle as olives 
in a deffert, except with refpeA to the fmall expence attend- 
ing them. Religious truth is, in itfelf, invaluable; and 
that the inveftigation of it is as pleafing to an ingenious 
mind as that of any philofophical truth, I appeal to thofc 
who are acquainted with both* Others cannot be compe- 
tent judges in the. cafe. They defpife what they do not un-» 
derftand. 

I fhall conclude this addrefs with obferving, that it is 
merely as a friend to the library, and the reputation of it - 
(which I really think will be materially affe&ed by any 
meafure that would reftri& the committee in the choice of 
books) that I wiflrto prevent the motion from paffing into 
2 laWi As the author of the publications principally ob- 
je&ed to, I fhould be mod gratified by their being excluded 
altogether, as this circumftance would draw much more 
attention upon them, and make them more generally read 
than they would otherwife be. 

Submitting thefe observations to your candid attention, 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your humble fervant, 

Bingham, J. PRIESTLEY, 

Aug. 14, 1787. 



Candida* imfertu 
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No. IV. 

ExtraSi from the free Addrefs to Proteftant Diflenters^ 

as fucb. 

IT is alfo natural for the Diflenters tcfwifh well 
to every mild adminiftration, which fecures to them their 
privileges, and oppofes the attempts of a bigoted and head- 
ftrong multitude, of clergy or laity, to opprefs them. For 
the fame reafon, too, when the country, by its eftablifliedV 
laws, favours the intereft of the Diflenters, fo that they 
have a legal rifcht to their privileges, they naturally consider/ 
their country , and its laws, as their guardians, and will ftre- 
nuoufly oppofe all the encroachments of the prerogative or* 
the conftitution, and on the rights of the fubjedte in general* 
For they mull be fenfible, that the eftablifhed laws of a free 
Community muft be a better fecurity for their privileges than 
the will of any fingle man whatever. They have too much*' 
at ftake to be willing to hold it on fo precarious a tenure. 

It alio clearly follows, from the fame principle oifelf-in~ 
terejl, independent of gratitude, that the more indulgence 
Diflenters meet with from the government, the ftronger 
will be their attachment to it. Though, therefore, it ihottld 
feem proper to theJegiflature to give a preference to" one 
mode of religion, by a legal provifion for the maintenance 
of its minifters, it is clearly for its intereft to attach all 
Diflenters to it, as much as poflible, by a participation of 
civil privileges ; and it is both injuflice, and bad policy, it* 
civil governors, to debar themfelves from the fervice of men 
of ability and integrity, and, at the fame time, to alienate 
their affe&ions, by fuch an opprobrious exclujion from civil 
honours. 

Yet, though I think it right that thefe things mould be 

publicly 
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{niolicly faid, that they may have weight with thofe whom 
it may concern, far would I be from encouraging the leaft 
tendency towards difaffedtion in the Diffenters to the prefent 
conftitution of England. Imperfect as it is, and hard as 
the prefent laws bear upon us Diffenters in fome refpe&s; 
our fituation in England is, upon the whole, fuch as we 
have great reafon to be thankful to divine providence for, 
being abundantly more eligible than it would be in any 
other country in the world ; and it is not fo deniable to ob- 
tain even a juft right by clamour and contention, a9 by the 
continuance of a prudent and peaceable behaviour. 

This may convince our legiflators, that we are deferving 
of their indulgence; Men who harbour no refentment, 
though' under, a reftraint, of the injuftice and unreafonable- 
nefs of which they are fully fenfible, muft be poflefied of 
generality enough to be capable of the moft grateful and 
firm attachment to the hand that frees them from the re- 
ftraint. If a man have magnanimity enough not to bear 
malice againft an enemy, much more will he be fufceptible 
of a generous zeal for his friend. 

Befides, though, from a regard to the honour and in- 
tereft of our country, it is to be wifhed that Diffeaters 
might be admitted to all civil offices of honour and truft, 
in common with others, their fellow-fubje£ts, who have 
no better title to them in other refpefts : yet a perfon who 
fhould confult the intereft of the Diffenters only, as a body 
of men who feparate themfelves from a principle of religion* 
without regard to the intereft of the community at large, 
might, perhaps, hefitate about taking any fteps to procure 
an enlargement of their privileges. ; 

Profeffing a religion which inculcates upon us that we 
are not of this world, but only in a courfe of difcipline, to 
train us up for a better, it is worth confidering, whether a 

M fituation, 
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fituation, in which more fcope would be given to ambitionv 
and other paffiorts, the tendency of which is to attach us to- 
this World, is to be wifhed for by us. Should not a Chris- 
tian, as fuch (though he fhouldby no means fecrete him- 
felf from fociety, or decline any opportunity of ferving his> 
friend, or his country, when divine Providence feems to* 
call him out to the fphere of active life) be content to pafe 
trnmolefted in the private walks of fife, rejoicing, as hi* 
mafter did, in doing all kind offices to his fellow-creatures, 
without afpiring at civil power, and thofe honorary distinc- 
tions, with which tfee hearts of the men of this world are f& 
much captivated, and, very often, fo fatally infnared* 

As our Lord warned his difciples, that the world Would 
fove its own, and would hat^them, becaufe they were not 
of the world ; and that he who would follow him, muffi 
take up his crofs to do it ; is it not, cateris paribus ', more prof- 
itable that we afe thefe difciples^ when we fuffer fome de- 
gree of perfecution, and are rather frowned upon by the 
powers of this world, than if we had free accefs to all the 
emoluments of it ? Certainly fuch a fituation is far more 
favourable to our gaining that fuperiority of mind to the 
world, which is required of all Chriftiam, whateyer be their 
ftation in it. We know that, if perfecution fhould arife on, 
account of the word, we muft be ready to forfake houfes, 
fends, relations, and all the endearments of life, rather than 
make fhipwreck of faith and of a good confeience; and 
that, in thofe trying times, if we deny Chrift, he will alfo 
deny us. Then he that would fave his life fhall tofe it, and 
he only that is willing to lofe his life, fhall fave it to life 
eternal. This, Chriftians, is the tenure on which we hold 
all the bleflings of the gofpel. 

Now, if this be the temper to which we are to be formed, 
whether perfecution fhould actually arife, or not, what 

kind 
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Jcirid of a fituation fliouH we (from the knowledge we 
have of human nature) prefcribe, as the moil favourable for 
the purpofe ? Certainly, not one in which we fhbuld have 
nothing to bear or to fuffer, and where every thing fhould 
be juft as we could wifli it. A mind accuflomed to this 
treatment would be ill prepared for encountering the va-» 
rious hardfhips of th* Chriflian warfare, in a time of perfe* 
Cation. In a fituation in everv refpedt favourable to the 
purfuits and enjoyments of this life, it would not be eafy 
for a man to attain to any thing like a fatisfa£lory convi&iori, 
that he had the proper temper and difpofitiott of a Chriflian* 
Habits of mind are not acquired by putting cafes (which, 
however, perfons would little think of doing, when the 
cafes were not likely to occur) but by aftual experience? 
and feeling. A habit of caution can never be given to a 
child by admoriition only. It is by frequent hurts that he 
learns to take care of himfelf. So likewife courage and 
fortitude are acquired by being frequently expofed to pains 
and hardships, by exerting our powers, and feeling the be- 
nefit of filch exertion. 

All thefe things duly confidered, a rrian who entertains 
the truly enlarged fentiments of Chriftianity, and is fenfible . 
how momentary and infignificant are all the things of this 
world, in comparifori with thofe of a future, will, in pro- 
portion to the influence of thefe views, be lefs impatient of 
the difficulties and reflraints he may lie under in a civil ca- 
pacity. He will more eafily acquiefce in a fituation not* 
perfectly eligible, when he is prepared even to bear the 
greateft fuflerings that can befall him in this life with 
Chriflian fortitude, patience, and refignatiori; at the fame 
time that the benevolence of his heart is always ready to 
take the form of the moil generous patriotifm, whenever 
there occurs a clear and great caufe to exert it. If a true 

M a Chriflian 
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Ghriftian be confcious that he is engaged in z good cau(e> 
he, of all men, has the leaft reafon to fear what man can da 
unto him, and therefore he is more to be depended upon, i» 
any critical emergence, than any other perfon whatever. 

A Diffen'er, then,- who is fo upon principle , who has, con- 
fequently, the jufteft notions of the nature and importance 
of civil and religious liberty ; who is, on many accounts,, 
thoroughly fenfible of the bleffings of a mild and equal go- 
vernment, and, therefore, heartily attached tathe intereft 
of that conftitution which allows him the rights which he 
values fo highly ; whofe mind is prepared to bear irremedi- 
able hardships with patience, but whofe active courage, in' 
cafes in which the great interefts of his country call him to 
exert himfelf,' may be depended upon, is a very valuable 
member of civil fociety. Such a man will fcorn the mean 
arts of court intrigue; If he can gain his laudable ends, 
and be admitted to his natural rights, as a loyal Britifh fub- 
je&, by fair and open means, he will not defpife it'; but he 
will rather continue to fuffer unjuftly, than proftitute his 
intereft to a corrupt, profligate, and oppreffive adminiftra- 
tion. 



No. V. 

Copy of the Forged Letter found at my Houfe, 

i6tb July, 1791. 

DEAR DOCTOR, 

I A M now provided with every thing neceffary, 
and will be ready at the time appointed to aflift in endea- 
vouring to attain that long looked for by us, and root out 
the conftitutional men who have wielded the fhield againil 
our rights as free-men, and truft you will alfo exert your- 

felf, 
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felf, and get all our friends to be ready at the fame time, 
to make the grand pufh. In expectation of that and fuccefs, 

I am, dear Doftor, 

Your true friend, 
London, WILLIAM RUSSELL. 

May a, 1791* 



No. VI. 

Mr. Abel Humpbrys's Advertifement relating to tbt 
Calumny of Mr. William Gem. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

Mr. WILLIAM GEM, refident with his father 
in New Street, in this town, having had the effrontery to 
affert fome time ago in public company, at the Dog Inn, 
in Spiceal Street, that — " meeting at Lady Well Baths the 
." young Mejfrs. Humphry fes, one of them had, in his ptv- 
" fence y exprejpd a wijh to wade up to his chin in churchmen's 
" bipod, and that he, irritated at fuch an exprejfion, inftantly 
" knocked him info the water" together with other parti- 
culars, equally unfounded, but tending to give an air of 
piaufibility to his tale, they find it neceffary thus pjiblidy 
to expofe his character, that they may defend their own. 

Upon the earlieft intimation of the exiftence of the re- 
port, having traced it through its various channels, and 
found Mr. Geni its foje author, one of them waited uporj 
that gentleman, and demanded an explanation. He* with- 
out hefitation confefled himfelf the fabricator of the ca- 
lumny, begged pardon, and pleaded intoxication. This at 
that time they deemed fufficient; but on perceiving the 
prevalence of the report, that it had even become the topic 
gjf converfation in alehoufes, and in manufac~tQrie$, they 

M J found 



1 66 APPENDIX, 

found it necefiary again to wait upon that gentleman, ia 
company with a very refpe&able attorney, and to require 
that his apojbgy ftould be public. This reafonable requeft, 
though he again acknowledged the criminality of his con- 
duit, he refufed to comply with, an4 it is this refufal which 
now conftrains them to proclaim hini to the world an uht 
principled calumniator. 

So cruel and unmerited an attack upon the charadters of 
young inen would, at all times, be infamous; but when 
made upon the characters of thofe with whom he wa$ 
totally unacquainted, in whofe company he had never been, 
and the fons of a man already the vi&im of popular delu-y 
fion, its infamy is extreme. 

Inhuman muft be the heart that could conceive the idea ; 
but what language can define the man that could preme- 
ditately afcribe it to the innocent ? 

At another time they had perhaps trufted to their known 
charadters to repel the charge ; but in the prefent feafon of 
alarm, ^rhen party fpirit eagerly nurtures every wicked de- 
famation, in juftice to themfelves, and to the body to which 
they belong, they are bound to expofe the defamer who can, 
{hus wantonly vfprry their innocent reputation. 

For felf and brothers, 

Birmingham, ABEL HUMPHRYS, 

June i^, 1792. .<.-..., -t ..... t 



No. VII, 

Ctyy of a Letter intended to be addrejjed to the Clergy 

of the Fyum tf Birmingham. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I WOULD addrefs you by the title of my hrt- 
thren in the Chriftian miniftry, if I (lid not think it might 
gffend you, ^4 the ohjeft of thi3 a4drefe is npf irritation. 

H 
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%ut peace. As you, and the mod zealous friends of the 
^ftablifhed church, oow fee the fatal conferences of harih 
language, and harih meafureswith as, I. am willing to think 
you will have no obje&ion to trying ^-different conduit 
The dreadful effe&s of violence ihould teach you modera- 
tion, and urge yon to exprefs this moderation in the cleareft 
and leaft equivocal manner. Then a tailing peace may be 
cftablifhed, and from this your caufe wiH be * greater 
gainer than ours. 

In the laft eleven years, in wfiiclvyou have (hewn a dif- 
pofition peculiarly hoft'rle to the Diflenters, they have in- 
creafed in an unprecedented proportion. Not lefs tha* 
ten new congregations of Diflenters, or Methodifts, have 
been formed in that time. Two places of worfhip are sg 
this time building, and another is intended. We are only 
looking out for a proper fituation. 1$ the mean time, 
though your places of worfhip are but five, thofe wh* 
attend public worfhip in them are little, if at all, increafed. 

But let hostilities ceafe, though we are gainers by them. 
It is for your advantage that they ihould ; and as a fure 
pledge of reconciliation, good will, and friendfhip, gene*- 
joufly allow us the ufe of your churches, till our meeting- 
Jioufes can be rebuilt. We contribute to the fupport and 
repairs of them as much as yourfelves, and this is but a fmall 
advantage in return. It has been Jpng ago dearly purcfrafed 
by us. We mall not interfere with your hours of worfhip-. 
We ihall not profane or defile them. We will preach in 
them the go/pel of peace, and we will blefe and pray for you 
in diem. If any thing can enfure the continuance of youf 
jphurch, it will be fuch lenient meafures as thefe. 

The thing that I propof^ is far from being new in th$ 
Ctmftian world. There are churches in feveral parts of 
Germany alternately occupied by Catholics and Proteftants, 
$ycr foice *k$ Reformation, and no inconvenience what* 

M 4 cver^ 
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ever, but much good, has arifen from it. When one of 
your churches was [rebuilding, the Diffenters of the place 
lately offered the members of the eftablifhment the ufe of 
their mecting-houfe, and the various denominations of Dif- 
fenters, who differ from one another in fentirhent as much 
as they do from you, make no difficulty of accommodating 
one another on fuch occafions. The ufe of the new 
meeting-houfe, now in ruins, was given to the Indepen- 
dents when, on a particular occafion, they wanted a place 
larger than their own ; and whenever it (hall be rebuilt, I 
will anfwer for its being at your fervice, or that of any 
other denomination of Chriftians whatever. 

Believe me, that this or fome other meafure, that fhatl 
{hew the decreafe of bigotry, is abfolutely necefiary for the 
peace of the town, and the good of the country. It is ne- 
ceflary on the part of the clergy in general, and of the court 
too. By the manner in which our late applications for the 
repeal of the tcft laws were rejected, more than the re T 
jection itfelf, the* country at large has taken up the idea, 
that the Diflenters, and efpecially the Prefbyterians, and 
Unitarian Diflenters, are odious to government, and that 
all connexion with them is to be fhunned by the friends of 
the church and of the kingj an idea which may have the 
molt fatal confequences. 

What mud be the feelings of a fet of men, confeious of 
no crime, but who confider themfelves as the beft citizens, 
and when induftry, peaceable behaviour, and loyalty, have 
been approved at all times, but efpecially fmce the abdicar 
tion of their enemies the Stuarts, and who were always 
deemed the beft friends of the family on the throne, finding 
themfelves now regarded in a different light, and as it were 
frofcribed by the government under which they live ? And 
what muft be the fentiments of others towards perfons in 

this fituation ? It is like fetting a price upon our heads, and 

» < » . • ... 
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inviting the mob to infult us, as of late they have done in 
almoft all parts of England. 

It is highly neceffary, therefore, for the peace of the 
country, (which, as its burdens and difficulties increafe, 
requires the united ftrength of the whole, to* enable it to 
bear them) that the bifhops, and the court itfelf, fhould 
take fome meafures to convince the public that they con- 
fider us as worthy not only of prote£Uon, but of confidence, 
The late riots will give them a good opportunity of doing 
fomething that {hall have this tendency, and their concur- 
rence in the repeal of all penal laws in matters of religion 
would not hurt, but greatly ftrengthen, the eftabliihment, 
and abate the animofity of all fe£te ; who would, with infi- 
nitely lefs relu£tance, contribute to the fupport of a religious 
fyftem which left them accefs to all civil privileges, and did 
pot fet a mark upon them, as people not truji worthy. 

By all means, let the prefent opportunity, in fome way 
or other, be improved in favour of future peace and har- 
mony. Such another will never, I hope, be given us. 
Otherwife, no man can tell what may be the effe& of the 
animofity which through all England will be increafed by 
it. Our difcuffion of particular do£trines may go on as 
before. Inquiries into religious truth have no tendency to 
break the peace of fociety, even though writers fhbuld not 
always condu& themfelves as becomes fcholars and gentle* 
men. Do you, the clergy of the eftabliftied church, do 
your part in this work of peace, and labour of love, and our 
governors will be more ready to do theirs. For it can only 
be to oblige the church, that the Diffenters have been 
frowned upon. as they have been. Let us, mutually weep- 
ing over the difmal fcene that is now before us, embrace as 
brothers, whofe eyes are opened, and who will not again 
fujfer them* to be blinded by our common enemy, party 
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Jpiriu J call this a common enemy, bccaufe it is hoftile to 
our common Chriftianity, and is too apt to affe£ us all. 

My own principles and condu£k, though they are confpi- 
cuous enough in my writings, have been induftrioufly 
jnifreprefentcd. But without looking back to the paft, let 
9$ mutually fign an aft of oblivion^ and hope for better 
times in future. I love ray country, notwithftanding all 
the defe&s in its conftitution, which I therefore earneftly 
wifli may be removed. And fuch reforms as are eaftly 
practicable, and by which all parties would be gainers, 
would for ever remove the neceffity, and with that the' 
prefent dread, of any great revolution. While this country 
is tenable for me, I fhall think myfelf happy to ftay in it, 
When it is. untenable, I thank God that others, and thofr 
pot undefirable ones, are ready to receive me, and efpe* 
jcially I truft a country more diftant, butitfinitely pre- 
ferable to them all, Hoping to meet you there, notwith- 
ftanding we may now and then fall out by the ujay, I an* t 

from my heart, 

Gentlemen, 

Your well wiflier, and 

A friend of peace, 

London, T PRIESTLEY, 

July so, 1 791; 



No. VIII. 
Ejctrafffroty a Letter infer ted in the Sbrcwfbury Cbro* 

nicle> Sept. 14, 1791. 

For the Shrcwfbury Chronicle. 

MR. PRINTER, 

SINCE Dr. Pricftley continues to breath out his 
threatenings againft the eftablifhment of this country, an4 
to diffufe his prognofticatior^s of the fpeedy downfall of 

wha^ 
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«what he has blafphemoufly called, " The idolatrous Wor- 
^ fhip of Jesus Christ ;" and fince long experience 
evinces that arguments the moft demonftrative, drawn from 
jjjie only fource whence man can derive any knowledge of 
Divine things, are all thrown away upon him : I fubmit it 
to the confederation of thofe whofe immediate duty it is to 
watch over the Chriftiari religion, as part of the funda- 
mental law of this realm, Whether it be not incumbent on 
them to put the ftatutes in force againft him a& a Blaf- 
phemer of God, and a difturber of the peace? Had this 
been done a few years ago, it is plain from the declarations 
of the rioters lately executed at Warwick, that the depre- 
dations, which they fo outrageoufly, unlawfully, and 
wickedly committed, had never taken place. Can any 
time be better for the Attorney General to take fuch a no* 
torious delinquent in hand, than the prefent ; when it i* 
evident that a legal profecution for his repeated blafphemies 
againft God, ^n<L threats againft the eftablifhment, wou!4 
be grateful to an undoubted majority of all ranks of people, 
notwithftanding his vain boafts to the contrary ? 

" Sedition, which ufed formerly to hide its trains of mif* 
4i chief in caverns, under ground, now brandifhes its torch 
*' in broad day-light: and the policy of the age (too deep 
" for me to underftand) leaves it to itfelf, and waits to fee 
+' what it will do; and when the ftreets are in flames, tries 
" to put out the fire as well as it can ; and difperfes a law- 
" lefs multitude with blood and flaughter ; which might 
*' have been retrained and faved by a timely execution of 
" the laws.'%- Jones's Sermon, at Bury St. Edmunds, May 
31, 1791, p. 10, II. 

There is fcarce one publication of Dr. Prieftley's, either 
on a theological or political fubjeft, that will not furnifli co-* 
pious matter whereon to ground an information; or in- 
(K&ment. 

S*j>t. i*. 1791, OTAEIS AETTEPOS, 
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No. IX. 
An Epitaph written for me by Jome Per/on in the Weft 

of England. 

• 

Near this Place lies the BODY of 

JOSEPH FUNGUS, LL. D. F. R. S. 

And, ftrange as it may appear, 

This FLAMING JNCENDIARY, 

Owing to the Clemency of a mild Government, 

PIED A NATURAL DEATH. 

In him Sedition hath loft its mod zealous and indefatigable 
Friend; the Worlds an imperious and turbulent Mem- 
ber of Society ; and the JDiJpnters from the Ejiablijhed 
Church, a furious and indifcreet Advocate, who did irre- 
parable Injury to their common Caufe. He was a pro- 
fenced Enemy of every Syfiem of Government, and an 
avowed Friend to Anarchy and Confujion. Led by ex- 
treme Vanity, and the Imbecility of abftra& Reafoning, 
to think he was capable of raifing a Storm violent enough 
to tear up the EJlabli/hment of his Country by the Roots ; he 
wanted Penetration to difcover that the fame Hurricane* 
by taking a contrary Dire&ion, might fweep away hi$ 
own " bafefefs Fabrick, and leave not a Wreck behind" 
His Publications were numerous, among which, his 
Treatifes on Natural and Experimental Philofophy dif- 
cover confiderable Abilities and great Application ; but 
}iis religious, or rather irreligious Tracls, abound with fuch 
Arrogance, Egotifms 9 and unpardonable Indecencies, that 
Charity will not fuffer the candid Part of Mankind to 
fuppofe that any Chriftian Society will ever fanftion 

them, t 
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- them. He was altogether a man of fuch an ambitious* 
and reftlefs Difpofition, that Heaven and Earthy behold-* 
ing his Prefumption in endeavouring to unite in his own 
Perfon the Characters of Lucifer and Cromwell, dis- 
claimed him; which coming to the ears of his black 
Friends on the other Side of the Stygian Lake, they una- 
nimoufly ele&ed him HIGH PRIEST in the Temple 
of their GREAT MASTER. 

JHIS MONUMENT was ERECTED 
By a confiderable Number of principled and difpaffionatc 
DISSENTERS, who^ preferring the peaceable Enjoy- 
ment of real Property, to the infamous Idea of living on 
Plunder, or the chimerical one of equalizing all Ranks and 
Orders of Men, thought it their Duty to publiih and 
perpetuate their entire Difapprobation of 

GUNPOWDER JOE's Political Condudt, 
And their utter Abhorrence of his 

UNCHRISTIAN DOCTRINES. 



No. X. 

A litter addrejfed to the People of England in the 
Public Advertizer for Saturday, Aug. 18, 1792. 

• r 

§)uos Jupiter vult perdere, prius dementat. 

WHOLE nations may become infane, planet- 
ftruck, as well as individuals. God Almighty often deli- 
vers up whole nations, as well as individuals, to the depra- 
vity 
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tity and flagitkwfnefs of their own vitiated feelings, the 
greateft calamity that can poffibly bcfal them. Had the 
French exhibited on the ftage of the world no other proof 
of their having loft their ferries, and of their being under 
the immediate flagillation of Heaven, ('tis God, not man 
aloni) that precipitates the torrent of difafiers over France at 
the prefent tremendous moment J; had they given no other 
proof of their infanity but the late public deificatidn of that 
abandoned fyfiematical profeffional infidel, Voltaire, ani 
their more recent panegyric on Dr. Prieftley, of prophane 
and blafphemous memory, the ftupendous magnitude of 
thi* folly would have demonftrated and juftificd the pro- 
priety of taking out the ftatute againft the whole body of 
the nation. Whoever made a panegyric on Judas, but 
Lucifer the father of darknefi? What Roman ever praifed 
Catiline, but his colleagues Lentulus and Cethegus? Wha 
ever called the two incendiaries, Tyler and Straw, honed 
patriots, but Thomas Paine ? Who ever thought John the 
painter a worthy candidate for fame, but an Englifh Jaco- 
bine? Doubtlefe there is fiich a thing as decency, as pro- 
priety, as confiftency of conduft : was it decent, was it 
a&ing like rational beings, to hold up two fuch callous 
dogmatical profligates in opinion^ as Voltaire and Prieftley, 
as examples of excellence, as models of wifdom r as pattern* 
to be followed ? Why call the one Socrates, and the other 
Fenelon? Was not this moft egregious proftitution of lan- 
guage, moft flagrant abuie of words ? Socrates and Fenelon 
Were the fliining ornaments, the bright luminaries of the 
age they live4 in *» they were public bleffings ; they were 
the great apoftles of virtue, delegated by heaven to inftrudfc 
and meliorate the world with the (alubrious do&rines of 
truth* They preached nothing but goodnefc, and univer- 
£d philanthropy ; and were themfelves illuftriotts examples- 
of the important Icflbns they taught. But what dodrines 

do 
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io out modern philofophers preach? Why, they very 
gravely tell us, and with a confidence as if they really be- 
lieved it, that revelation is nothing but a fokmn hnpofturev 
that the gofpel is a fable of die firft magnitude, the Saviour 
a fantaftic idol, a phantom of imagination ; they maintaia 
and prove it as clear as any proportion in Euclid, (if yog 
will believe them) that the foul is mortal, that the golden 
promifes of religion are idle dreams, fantaftick delusions, to 
catch weak unenlightened minds. 

Thefe {anguine and laborious emifiaries of darkneft 
preach the black creed of infidelity with as much zeal, and 
affiduity, as the apoftles preached the creed of falvatioa. 
The apoftles were, not more ardent to propagate and dHE- 
feminate the great truths of Chriftianity, than theie men 
are ftrcnuous and indefatigable in their endeavours to abo- 
lifh them. But with this fignal difference, reader, Go! 
evidently co-operated with the apoftles in the firft promul- 
gation of the gofpel, and demonftrated their divine miffion 
by figns, wonders, and fplendid miracles; but who co- 
operates with Voltaire and Prieftley in their indefatigable 
efforts to abolifh the gofpel? Beyond a doubt the great 
enemy of mankind, the father of fin, ifr with diem tooth 
and nail. They have likewife mod ftrenuoufly combating 
m their caufe the whole tribe of ancient and modern unbe- 
lievers, the great mafs of atheifts, freethinkers, and liber- 
tines, exifting in the world, the vaft herd of recently 
corrupted and adulterated Socinians; add to thefe the 
whole crew of modern philofophers and metaphyficians, 
(the tarantulated Humes and Rouffeaus of the day); all 
thefe militate againft revelation, litigate the great truths of 
Chriftianity, with as much rancour and acrimony as Vol- 
taire and Prieftley. They Jiave, moreover, moft ftrenu- 
oufly combating in their caufe vain preemption, impudent 
aflertion, dogmatical opinion, licentious aflumption, un- 
? bluihing 
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blufhing mHquotation, wilful mifreprefehtafions o£ *ri* 
thors; all thefe co-operate with Voltaire and Prieftley iit 
propagating the black creed of infidelity. Will you praife 
thefe men then ? Did they make a proper ufe of the talents 
God had fo pre-eminently gifted them with? No, they 
proftituted their abilities to the moft depraved and moft fla- 
gitious purpofes. They pointed, emuloufly pointed the 
peat gun of their intellect, the whole artillery, the whole 
battery of their faculties again/l the very God who gave it 
them. They ftretched every nerve of their fouls to degrade 
and extirpate the great fundamental truths of religion ;♦ 
they laboured morning, noon, and night, moft anxioufly to 
perfuade the world to ceafe to be Chriflian, and once more 
to become Pagan, to relinquifh revelation, and once more 
adopt the religion of nature. This par nobile fratrum, this 
indefatigable yoke of infidels have pradtifed every logical 
knavery, manoeuvred every fubtle literary fraud. They 
have exhaufted the whole proteuifm (if we may fo fpeak) 
of chicane and finefle, in endeavouring to explode and abo- 
Bih the foothing do&rine of redemption, the grand panacea 
of the gofpel, the only infallible antidote againft the com- 
mon unavoidable ills of life, the noblejl cordial in the gift 
of heaven. This golden noftrum, my countrymen, re- 
vealed to you by our Saviour, thefe lettered bfavos, thefe 
fierce infulting Goliaths of argument, thefe wilful mur- 
derers of the repofe of the world, want to rob you of. In 
order to accomplifti their infernal purpofe, they put the 
gofpel upon the bed of Procruftes; if the text is toofhbrt i 
they lengthen it, if too long, they curtail it ; if neither will 
anfwer the point, they boldly amputate, totally annihilate, 
and fwear it is fpurious. Are thefe men then blejfngs to the 
world ? Are they of benefit to, mankind ? No ! they are 
curies of the firft magnitude ; they are great national cala- 
mities, calamities more dreadful than nature's worft caJa- 

9 • ■• 

- mities, 
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mities, far worfe than plague or earthquake; thefe only * 
kill the body, the periflnble part of man, but the doc- 
trines of thofe men infallibly kill the foul, the im- 
mortal part of man, that is, they poifon it, and prepare 
it for everlafting perdition. Drink one drop of the 
Lethe of their creed, and you are loft for ever. You 
are tranfmuted — you are changed — you inftantly for- 
get your God — you forget you are a man — you materialife 
the God, and you brutalife the man— you are loft to every 
noneft glow of the heart, dead to every generous manly 
fenfation ; in fhort, you are as literally a beaji as if really 
touched with the wand Circean. To lump, accumulate, 
and concentre every curfe in one, you are a Painift in your 
political, and a Prieftleyan in your religious creed. Could 
heaven, in the plenitude of its ire, inflict a heavier punifh- 
ttient on you ? 

You, my countrymen, have avoided the rock the French 
have fo miferably fplit on ; you are fo far from confecrat- 
ing and embalming books of blafphemy and treafon, as the 
French have done, that you have moft fignally, and moft 
pointedly, expreffed your abhorrence and deteftation of 
both, in reprobating in the moft public manner the works 
of the Paines and Prieftieys of the age. — You have demon- 
ftrated to all Europe, with a blaze of loyalty almoft unex- 
ampled in the annals of hiftory, your love and attachment 
to your king and country. You have flood boldly forward 
in the face of the day, the ftrenuous champions of the no- 
bleft caufe that ever warmed and animated the heart of 
0ian. You have demonftrated to all the world, in the moft 
fplendid manner, with an efFufion of honett zeal that will 
do honour to your feelings to the lateft poflerity, that you 
will no longer fuffer your conjtitution to be defamed^ your 
rejigion to be blafphemed, nor your king to be calumniated by 
a gang of impoftoxtf, who impudently prefume to call 

N themfelves 
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,themfelves Englifhmen. Can that man be an Englifii- 
man who labours inceffantly to deftroy the civil and 
ecclefiaftical eftablifhment of the country? It is true, 
you have fliewn moft noble, moft manly refentment, 
againft the turbulent incendiaries of the times. But re- 
member, my countrymen, Paine and Prieftley ftill live; 
their works are not yet buried : — one rotten fheep, they 
fay, will pollute a whole flock ; a little leaven will agitate 
and ferment a large mafs ; two turbulent haranguing fol- 
diers have been known to make a whole army mutiny* 
Beware of thefe men, my countrymen ! One of them, in 
fpite of the penal ftatute, will fell you blafphemy enough 
for two-pence to contaminate and blaft a whole county, 
and the other treafon enough for fixpence to convulfe and 
difmernbef a whole kingdom. What then is to be done 
with thefe callous, hardened delinquents? What further 
marks of public deteftation would you wifh to fix on them ? 
The grand jury of Middlefex (as was obferved in the letter 
preceding this) prefented the pofthumous works of Boling- 
broke as public nuifances. Why not then, my coun- 
trymen, prefent the works of Paine and Prieftley as 
public nuifances? Are they not nuifances of the firft 
magnitude, of the moft dangerous tendency ? Contain they 
not doctrines declaredly inimical to church and ftate ? de- 
claredly fubverfive of both? Prefent them, then, at the 
next grand inqueft of the nation, at every county af&ze in 
the kingdom, and infift on their being burnt by the hands 
of the common hangman, in token of your abhorrence— 
boldly declaring to the world, as hath been obferved before* 
—that you will no longer fuffer your conjlitution to be 
blackened and reviled, your God to be blafphemed> nor your 
King to be calumniated with impunity. 

Cirepceftcr. CAUSIDICUS. 



It 
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It is reported in Eufebius, " that the apoftle St. John going 
" one day into a public bath, faw Cerinthus there, one 
" of the fir ft oppofers of the Divinity of the Saviour, 
*' and depravers of the gofpel. The apoftle inftantly 
" retreated at the fight of fo abandoned an infidel, with 
" the ftrongeft marks of abhorrence and indignation in 
"his countenance." Dr. Johnfon being on a vifit to 
Pembroke College, Prieftley's arrival was announced; 
the moment Johnfon faw him enter, he retired with the 
greateft precipitation, imprefled, no doubt, with the fame 
ideas as the apoftle at the fight of Cerinthus. On the 
above anecdotes the following lines are built. 

JOHN faw Cerinthus in the bath ; he faw 
The m on Iter, and lo ! inftant did withdraw, 
Dreading left heaven fhould fudden vengeance fend, 
To crufh the wretch who durft the Chrift offend ; 
To crufti the wretch who durft the Chrift deny* 
And God the Father in the Son defy. 
Johnfon yaw Prieftley, farw, and big with ire, 
Behold ! the good old man with fpeed retire ; 
Fearing, no doubt, fome fad tremendous doom, 
With fuch a rank blafphemer in the room* 
Th' apoftle and the fage both felt the fame ; 
What honeft Chriftian can their conduit blame ? 

CAUSIDICUS, 
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No. XI. 

r 

Copy of tin Actvertifement in the Birmingham Newf* ' 
paper y relating to the Addrejs to me from the, Pbilo- 
fopbieal Society at Derby. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Derby, 0&. 3, 179 1. 
AN acldrefs to Dr. Prieftley having been inferted 

in Mr. Pearfon's paper, as agreed upon at a meeting of the 
Philofophical Society in Derby, Sept. 3, 1791 ; it is 
thought expedient by fome of the members, who were not 
privy to the addrefs, who cannot approve of it, and who 
• think it improper a few individuals fhould publifh their 
own fentiments as thofe of the fociety at large, to inform 
the public, that the fame was agreed to, and fabricated by 
only five members of the fociety out of thirty-feven ; and 
that in confequence thereof, at the General Annual Meet- 
ing, on Saturday, October 4 firft, the following refolution 
was agreed to : That in future no aft of publicity lhall 
be carried into effect, except at an annual meeting, or 
at a monthly one, a fortnight's previous notice being 
given of the bufinefs to every member of the fociety. 



mgm 
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N An Anfwer to the preceding by the Society. 

SIR, 

AN advertifement, mifreprefenting a tranfac- 
tion of the Philofophical Society at Derby, having been 
inferted in a late newfpaper, it is judged proper to refute it 
by a ftatement of the following circurafiances. 

X. That 
\ 



APPENDIX. 181 

I. That all bufinefs of the fociety, viz. the cle&ing 
members, ordering in books, and ena£ting new laws and 
regulations, has been conftantly, fince the firfl inftitution 
of the fociety, tranfa&ed at the monthly meetings. 

II. That of thirty-feven members, thirteen only are re- 
sident in the town, and that the addrefs to Dr. Prieftley was 
voted unanimoufly at a regular monthly meeting, at which 
was prefent the ufual number of attending members, and 
that as it contained no reference to the do&or's political 
opinions, and even recommended to him to decline thofe 
theological controverfies which feem to have provoked the 
vengeance of his adverfaries, it was conceived that no man 
of a liberal mind would objedfc to the congratulating hira 
on his efcape from the violence of an enraged mob ; and 
that there could be no member of a philofophical fociety 
who did not regret the demolition of his valuable laboratory 
and manufcripts ; and on that prefumption they judged it 
unneceffary to delay till another month, a meafure which* 
from the relation in which Dr. Prieftley (lands to all phi- 
lofophical focieties, feemed peculiarly and immediately pro- 
per on the prefent occafion. 

III. That at the half-yearly meeting on the firft of Oc?» 
tober, Mr. Hope was the only perfon who expreffed a difr 
approbation of the addrefs, declaring that his reafon for 
doing It was his differing from Dr. Prieftley in political 
fentiments, adding, that no man could refpeft jthe doc* 
tor's religious and philofophical opinions inore highly than 
himfelf. 

IV. That, when the late propofition was made for giv- 
ing a fortnight's notice previous to all public tranfafitions 
pf the fociety, fo far from its being underftood to be a cen- 
fure on the addrefs, (as is very difingenuoufly infinuated in, 
the adverrifement referred to) the gentleman who moved 
the propqfition, prefaced it by declaring that 'he intended 

N 3 nothing 
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nothing lefs than a difapprobation of the meafure ; for fo 
defirous was he of exprefling his refpeft to Dr. Prieftley as 
a philofopher, and his abhorrence of all perfecution as a 
man, that he felt a lingular mortification at having been 
precluded from figning the addrefs, by not having received 
previous information of fuch a circumftance being in- 
tended ; and that on that account alone he was induced to 
propofe a regulation for fimilar occailons which might occur 

in future. 

The members of the philofophical fociety, refident in 
and near Derby, having been fummoned to an extraordi- 
nary meeting, exprefsly to take into confideration the adver- 
tifement in the Derby newfpaper, of which the Rev. Mr. 
Hope avowed himfelf to be the author, 

if was refolved unanimou/ly, by ballot* 
That the Rev. Mr. Hope having, in defiance of the 
refolution made at the lafl general meeting, committed an 
a£k of publicity, by printing in the Derby newfpaper the 
refolution of the fociety without its knowledge or confent, 
and having in his advertifement infidioufly mifreprefented 
an aft of the fociety, and Mr. Hope having been this day 
fully heard upon the fubjeft, and not having explained his 
conduft to the fatisfa&ion of the meeting, It is the opinion 
of this meeting, that he be defired to withdraw his name 
from the lift of the fociety. 

&«** R. ROE, Secretary. 

Opt. 10, i7jx, J • 
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No. XIIL 

A Dtffription of an Allegorical Mtjal publijbed <?t 

Birmingham Jtnce the Riot. 

This Day is published, 

PEDICATED TO ALL REVOLUTIONISTS IN THE BRITISH 

DOMINIONS, 

AN ALLEGORICAL MEDAL? 

1791-?. 

OBVERSE. 

THE demon or evil genius of the 14th of July, 
kduplaying her democratic ftandard; the flag contains a 
king's crown, furrounded with drops of blood, alluding to 
the regicide of the laft century. On the top is a cap of 
liberty, the miftaken idea of which is the fource of all her 
enormities. The young fiends (he cherifhes proves her 
prolific wickednefs, which illuftrates this motto; 

" OUR. FOOD IS SEDITION." 



REVERSE. 



. A Viper in the grafs ; — this character cannot be 
better illuftrated than where hiftory proves that his fubtilty 
brought mifery on all mankind. He here partakes of the 
bleflings of heaven and earth, at the fame time, in fecrejt 
covert, is premeditating deftrudtipa againft the very caufc 
of his comfort. The motto, 



'« NOURISHED TO TORMENT, 



>» 



(hews the reliefs ingratitude of a corrupt and difloyaj 

fecart. 

# 4 No. XIV. 
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No. XIV. 

An Account of the Clergy of Birmingham refujing to 
walk in funeral Proceffions with Dijfenting Mem- 
bers ftnce the Riot. 

IN this prefent month of Oftobcr 1 792, the Rev, 
Mr. Scholefield was requefted by the furviving relatives of one 
of his hearers (of the name of Thomfon) to attend at the 
funeral, to which he readily aflented, but enquired at which 
of the churches the corpfe was to be interred, and whether 
the clergyman had been apprized of the intention of the 
family refpefting the invitation given to himfelf. Thefe 
queftions were put to the daughter of the deceafed, and 
before fhe had replied to them, the fon came in, who had 
juft then been to the Rev. Mr. Young, lecturer of St, 
Paul's Chapel, (where it was intended to inter the corpfe) 
and his report was, that when he gave Mr. Young an in- 
vitation to attend the funeral from the houfe of the de- 
ceafed, he very readily aflented ; but, upon being told that 
Mr. Scholefield was expected there, and that it was hoped 
he would have no objection to going in the fame coach 
■ with him, he faid, at firft, that he did not know, but after 
a very fhort paufe, added, " the clergy of the town had 
" come in general to a refolution not to ride or walk with 
" any Diffenting Minifter at a funeral." 

This declaration from Mr. Young is the more remark- 
able, as he has rode in the fame coach with Mr. Schole- 
field upon a former fimilar occafion. 
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No. XV. 

Extraft of a Letter written to me by a P erf on who 
was in my library during the Demolition of the 
Houfe, in Anfwer to one in which I had requeued his 
Evidence concerning it. 

Birmingham, March 5, 179s. 
BEAR SIR, 

I DEEM it right thus immediately to inform you, 
that I did not arrive at your houfe till after the deftruftion 
of the library. The road for half a mile of my approach 
was ftrewed with your books, the mob were carrying others 
away, and there was not above twelve o&avos on the 
fhelves when I entered the room, the floor of which was 
totally covered, two or three inches deep, with torn leaves, 
chiefly manufcript. The books that I faw colle&ed at the 
top of the field behind the houfe with part of the furniture, 
were thofe, I prefume, which were the only ones faved. 
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An Addrefs of the Dijenters and Delegates of the Dif- 
f enters in England, to the Sufferers in the Riot at 
Birmingham. 

To the Proteftant Diflenters of the Town and Neighbour- 
hood of Birmingham, who fufFered from the Riots which 
happened, in the month of July laft. 

WE, the affembled deputies and delegates pf the 
Proteftant Diflenters of England, in the name of the nu- 
merous and refpedtable body of our conftituents, feel it 

incumbent 
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incumbent on us thus publicly to teftify our aftonifhment 
and horror at the outrages which you have experienced 
from an ignorant and mifguided multitude, and our refpe& 
for that manly fortitude with which you have fupported 
thefe unmerited fufferings. 

♦ While however, as (villaining one common chara&er, 
we are anxious to pay this fmcere tribute of afFe&ionate 
and fraternal fympathy to all our injured brethren, we are 
perfuaded that we {hall gratify alike your feelings and: our 
own, when, waving our various fpeculative and efpecially 
our theological differences, we defire to exprefs our pecu- 
liar concern on the account of that diftinguifhed individual, 
whom the rancour of this cruel perfecution feleffced as the 
firft vi&im of its rage.v-Deeply convinced of the import- 
ance of truth, we unite in admiring the ardour which he 
has ever difcoveied in the purfuit of it ; as freemen, we ap- 
plaud his unremitted exertions in the great caufe of civil 
and religious liberty ; as friends to literature, we are proud 
of pur alliance with a name fo juftly celebrated as that of 
Dr. Prieftley; and we pray the Almighty Difpofer of 
events long to continue to us and to the world, a life which 
fcience and virtue have contributed to render illuftrious. 

We rejoice in the thought, that, though loaded with, 
calumny and overwhelmed by violence, you have not y<t 
been difgraced by one ferious imputation of a crime \ and it 
is therefore reafonable to confide in the juftice of your 
country for an ample reparation of the wrongs you have 
fuftained. — But, in proportion to your innocence, the in r 
famy of thefe proceedings falls with accumulated weight on 
the authors and the perpetrators of fuch mifchief j nor can 
we avoid obferving in the circumftances of this tranfa&ion 
evident<fymptoms either of fome grofs defe& in our general 
fyftem of police, or of the mod fupine and culpable neg- 
ligence in thofe whofe immediate duty it was to have pro- 
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tedted the places of public worfliip, as well as the lives and 
property, of their fellow-citizens; and we truft that the 
executive government, which exerted fo much laudable 
activity to reprefs the diforders on the firft notice, will pro- 
ceed more fully to vindicate its own dignity and the na- 
tional honour, by ferioufly inquiring how it came to pals 
that they were permitted to rife unchecked to fuch a 
height of deftru&ive fury. 

Whatever may be the event, we defire to affure you of 
our warmeft afFeftion, of our fteadieft fupport. Although 
in this inftance the florm has fallen on you alone, we aH 
feel ourfelves to have been equally within the aim of the 
fpirit which dire&ed it ; nor ft all we ever attempt to elude 
iimilar violence by meanly abandoning the common caufe, 
or deferring our brethren in the hour of diftrefs. 

Our adverfaries betray little acquaintance with the cha- 
rafter and principles of the men whom they prefume to 
infult and vilify, if they imagine that the fpirit of the Dif- 
fenters is to be fubdued and broken by the means which 
have been employed at Birmingham, Such meafures caa 
only tend to cement more clofely our bond of union, and 
to invigorate our efforts to procure the repeal of thofe invi- 
dious and injurious laws, by which we are held forth as the 
proper objefts of fufpicion and infult to the unthinking 
vulgar. 

Perfuaded that we have never merited thofe abfurd and 
malicious imputations by which ignorance and bigotry have 
always attempted to excufe illegal violence, we boldly ap- 
peal for our juftification to our general conduct, whenever 
on great national emergencies we have been drawn forth to 
aftion. We cannot point out any other criterion of our 
principles as a body, than the uniform tenor of our public 
conduffc. We know that on fuch occafions we fhall bd 
found ever to have fhe\vn the moft affe&ionate and inva- 
riable 
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viable attachment to the conftitution of this kingdom, as 
fettled on the principles of the glorious revolution, on 
which alone depends the title of the prefent auguft family 
to the Britifh throne; and on this fair and open ground 
we challenge any clafs of our enemies to a comparifon. 

But although we have no wifh to conceal our fentiments, 
yet maintaining, as we fhall never ceafe to do, the equal 
right of every citizen to all the common benefits of fociety, 
we apprehend that to call on us to purchafe prote&ion, 
fefety, or even the good opinion of our fellow-fubjefts, by 
any avowal which the law does not require of all, or by any 
filence which it does not univerfally enjoin ; is an aflump- 
tion of fuperiority, which liberal minds will difclaim, and 
to which, confeious of no inferiority but in numbers, of no 
guilt but the love of liberty and of our country, we fee not 
the fmalleft reafon to fubmit. 

We truft that our countrymen will at length difcover 
that it is not our fault if fome degree of difcontent he ever 
the eSt& of oppreflion. We (hall not relinquifh the at- 
tempt to convince them, that civil diftin&ions founded on 
religious differences, are the real fource of the difturbances 
which have fo frequently arifen among contending fe£h in 
the fame community ; and we flatter ouvfelves that Britain, 
which formerly took the lead in religious toleration, will 
not be the laft nation in the world to acknowledge the juft 
claims of religious liberty ; but that the day will arrive 
much fooner than thofe imagine, who reflect not on the 
prefent afpeS and tendencies of human affairs, when the 
good fenfe of our country will admit us to that equal rank 
for which we contend, and when all (hall cordially concur 
to efface the ftain which the late outrages have fixed on our 
national chara&er. 

Signed by the unanimous order of the meeting, 
Kings Head, Poultry, EDW. JEFFRIES, Chairman; 

London, February i, 1 79L 
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No. XVII. 
The Anfwer by the Sufferers. 

To the Deputies and Delegates of the Proteftant DifTentert 
of England, aflembled in London. 

Birmingham, April i%, 1792, 
GENTLEMEN, 

WE the fufferers by the late riots in the town 
and neighbourhood of Birmingham, were highly gratifie4 
by the reception of your affectionate addrefc, and though 
local circumftances and confiderations have retarded our 
acknowledgment of it, we have not heeii the lefe fenfible 
of its value, or unmindful of the return it fo forcibly de- 
mands from us. Though we were never fo fenfible of the 

r 

value of our common faith as at this trying period, though 
its invigorating principles were not before this aera either 
juftly known, or fully experienced ; though we have derived 
continual fupport, as well as unfpeakable fatisfadtion and 
comfort from them, yet we confefs they receive frefli energy 
from the friendly fympathy, and the truly Chriftian fpirit, 
which you have manifefted upon this trying occafion. 

We rejoice that, notwfthftanding all the opprobrium our 
malicious adverfaries are endeavouring to caft upon us, you 
have the firmnefs and generofity to ftep forth and acknow- 
ledge us as brethren. We rejoice that at the very inftant 
in which our common principles are made the fubjefl of 
general cenfure and ridicule, your truly refpe&able body 
ha$ given public teftimony to their efficacy, and generoufly, 
afted upon them, by thus holding out to us the right hand, 
of fellowship. Perfecuted, and injured as we have been, and 
ftill are, an addrefs of fympathy and condolence from fo 

refpedtablc 
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refpe&able a body as the aflembled deputies and delegate* 
of the Proteftant Diffenters of Englrnd, fent in the name 
of your numerous conftituents, gives us a fatisfadion we 
cannot defcribe, and affords a profpedt which reanimates 
our fpirits and reviyes our beft hopes* Fully perfuaded of 
the truth of our principles, of the juftice of our caufe, and 
confcious of none but benevolent views in our public 
efforts, we are determined to perfevere in fupport of thofe 
'great truths which have been too long concealed from the 
world. 

The honourable mention you make of that noble indi- 
vidual who has done fo much to enlighten the minds of his 
countrymen, as well as to extend fcience, was by no means 
the leaft pleaiing part of your addrefe. Nothing but the 
perfonal fafefy and happinefs of him, at whofe praife even 
the tongue of fcandal is forced to be filent, could have in 
any degree reconciled us to his lofs. We efteem him as 
the friend of the whole human race, and as an honour to 
his country ; but the world knows not his value ; his country 
is infenfible of his worth. The full effedt of his ftrenuous 
exertions in his paftoral duty alone cannot at prefent be 
computed. It will be more and more felt, and acknow- 
ledged. In the fpace of eleven years he has ere&ed a mo- 
nument more fubftantially founded than the pyramids 
of the Eaft, and infcribed it with chara&ers which fhall 
furvive the wreck of nature; we mean in the minds of 
youth enlightened and improved by his inftrudtions. 

There is a time coming, and we truft it is at no great 
diftance, when the foolifli and ignorant perfons who per- 
petrated thofe difmal a&s which you lament, and which 
vre cannot think upon without horror, will be fenfible of 
their folly. Pofterity will ftamp an anathema on them. 
The broad blot of this infamy mult alfo remain to Jtami/h 
the annals of our country. Hiftory muft relate, that 

at 
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at the clofe of the eighteenth century the moft virtuous 
and ufeful members of the community of Great Britain, 
were opprefled and perfecuted without 'fympathy from the 
multitude, and that a moft diftinguifhed individual met 
with opprobrium and infolence from a country which he 
had endeavoured through life to ferve in every way that 
benevolence, fcience, and uprightnefs, could point out. 
«TTo have our names tranfmitted to pofterity with his, as 
thofe who have incurred reproach for their firm adherence 
to the principles of civil and religious liberty, is an honour 
which we did not anticipate, but of which we would not 
be deprived. 

Be affured, Gentlemen, that we fhall cheerfully concur 
with you in your endeavours to obtain the repeal of all 
penal ftatutes in matters of religion, hoping that unani- 
mity in the grand principles of liberty and truth will unite 
the common body of Diflenters, and that they will per- 
fevere in their endeavours till thofe intolerant and un- 
chriftian ftatutes, which have fo long been a difgrace to 
our code, fhall be expunged from it. 

We remain, 

Gentlemen, &c. 

Signed in the name, and with the unanimous concurrence 
of a general meeting of fufferers, 

WILLIAM RUSSELL. 
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No. XVIIL 

Jn Account of the Alarm and Lop of Mr. Carpenter of 
Woodrowy in a Letter from his Brother. 

Y/i RUSSELL, ESC^ DIGBETH, BIRMINGHAM. 

Woodrow, near Bromfgrove, May 9, 1791. 
SIR, 

THE firft intelligence we had of the riots in Bir- 
mingham, was on the 15th of July, but being extremely 
bufy in haymaking, we paid but little attention to it, 
thinking the civil power would footi reftore every thing td 
peace and order again. However, on the following even- 
ing feveral of our neighbours who had bfeen at Bromfgrove, 
came to inform us that the Woodrow was in the lift of 
profcribed houfes, and that my eldeft brother's life was 
threatened. This alarmed us ; but my brother, not choofing 
to truft to thefe reports, went to Bromfgrove to gain more 
authentic information. He returned about eleven o'clock, 
and informed us that the reports feemed but too true, that 
many of the lower clafs of people in Bromfgrove feemed 
very much difpofed to rioting, fome of them calling after 
him as he rode along the ftreet, faying, *hat the meeting- 
houfes fhould come down the next day, and curling the 
Prefbyterians with the utmoft bitternefs. 

At twelve o'clock we were furprifed by a poft-chaife 
driving to the door ; it contained Mr. and Mrs. Benton, the 
nurfe maid, and feveral children : they came to beg a night's 
lodging, as they durft not flop any longer fo near Birming- 
ham, either in their own houfe or with their friends ; and fo 
precipitate was their flight, that they were obliged to bring 

the 
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H& children out of bed with only their night clothes on—* 
Poor littje innocents ! it was a diftteffing fight to fee them, 
and Hill more diftrefiuig not to be able to afford them a fife 
£fylum : for, on hearing our dangerous fituation, Mrs.Benton 
thought it moft prudent tb go farther on: Brother Tho- 
mas, myfelf, and a neighbour, then went to die top of the 
. Lickey, from whence we could plainly fee a large houfe iri 
flames towards Birmingham ; this proved but a pdor confo- 
lation, and we returned home with heavy heartsi At fix 
o'clock on Sunday morning we difjiatched two meflengers, 
toe tb Bromfgrove, .the other to Birmingham. The latter 
returned about eleven o'clock with an account that a large * 
party of the rioters were gdne to biim Kingfwobd Meeting* 
and from thence they .would proceed to the Woodrow. 
.^Jy brother alfo returned from Bromfgrove with fimilai? 
information. I immediately took our moft valuable papers 
and writings, and buried them in a neighbour's garden. It 
vpas alfo thought moft prudent to remoye part of our furrn^ 
ture ; but wh£re to take them was the queftidn, as out 
neighbours, though niany of them were willing, aurft not 
take them in, fot fepr.pf bringing a mob after them, and 
thereby endangering their property. After a fhprt coriful- 
tation it was thought moft advifable to fend it id Kidder- 
minfter.. We immediately packed Up our plate; linen, beds, 
books, &e. $cc. and fent off three waggon Jpads (including 
a quantity pf WocJ) in the afternoon. At the fame timeL 
my mother, lifter, and youngeft nepjiew, went to Boar- 
cote, where they fojind anafylum at the houfe of Mr. Cot* 
1vho treated theiij. with the ufmoft kindnefs. We fat up 
all night, (indeed we had never a bed left in the hdufe, had 
any pf us been difpofed for pne) apd kept a ftropg guard 
both in and around the houfe. 

On Monday morning we ha4 information that the rioters 
Were difperfed in parties around the country, committing 

O various 



j 9 4 APPENDIX. 

various depredations ; and that the foldiers were too feWfrt 
number to leave Birmingham in purfuit of them. 

Parties of people from Bromfgrove and its vicinity went 
to join the rioters ; and about one or two o'clock a number 
of people from this neighbourhood ctollefted together updn 
Round Hill, half a mile- from the Woodrow, to be ready 
in- all appearance to join the rioters when they came, In 
this party were feveral who had been heard to threaten 
brother John'in the raoft violent manner. Things wearing 
fuch a ferious afpe<Sk at this time, we thought proper to re- 
move the remainder of our houfehold effects, which we 
conveyed into the fieldsy and 1 hid among the com, or buried 
in the earth. Brother Thomas and myfelf alfo removed 
our wheat and flour from the mill. A very violent fhower 
happily difperfed the people on Round Hill, and alfo pre- 
vented the Birmingham rioters from cfoming forwards. 

About nine o'clock in the evening a gentleman rode to 
the Woodrow, and faid he had left a body of the rioters on 
the top- of the Lkkey marching towards the Woodrow, 
their number uncertain. Brother John then determined 
to defend his- houfe, and" defired his men to prepare for ac- 
tion; but at length, from the exceflive importunity of thofe 
about hitn, he gave it up, and left his houfe for the firft 
time, with the melancholy profpecl: of never feeing it 
again. He had not rode more than a mite before he fell 
in with fifteen or fixteen rioters widT blue cockades in 
their hats, arid armed with bludgeons... Oh my brother's 
inquiring where they were going, feveral of them anfwer- 
ed, to burn \ Mr. Carpenter's houfe > according to orders from 
jujTice Carles, My brother perceiving they did not know 
him, faid, Why, I thought Mr. Carpenter, was a good fort 
of a man, why mould you wifh to burn his houfe? The 
anfwer was, he may be a very good fort of a man for all we 

know. 
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know, but &e have juftice Carles' s orders , and down it (hall 
come. On being afked for what ,reafon, they faid, for 
being at the hotel. My brother then told them they had 
better go to Bromfgrove, and get fomething to drink, and 
fome more gentlemen coming up, and giving the fame acU 
vice, they thought bell to follow it. 

-The next morning (Tuefday), on their return from 
Bromfgrove, they called at the Woodrow to beg fomething 
to drink, and, while brother Thomas went to draw fome 
beer, they attempted to go into the hbufe, but our men pre- 
vented them. After pillaging feveral of the poor people's 
houfes a§ they went along, they flopped at a public hbufe 
about two miks from the Woodrow. Brother John re- 
turned home about half an hour after the rioters went 
away ; and, as fodn as he heard where they were, fet off to 
Birmingham to procure fome foldiers, and take them pri- 
foners. In the mean tinie a Mr. Lane, who faid he was a 
conilablq from. Birmingham (and who, as I am fince in- 
formed; died through exceflive fatigue in the zealous per- 
formance of his duty), called at the Woodrow, and, on 
my informing him where the rioters were, faid he would 
go and take them if I could get fome refolute people we 
could depend upon to go with us. I immediately rode to 
Bromfgrove, and called feveral of my friends together, 
whom I found willing to join us j but as no member of the 
eflablifhed church would go with us, it was given Up for fear 
of giving offence. My brother returned from Birmingham 
in the evening, and gave the following account of his in- 
terview with the jufliccs. On his introduction he in* 
formed them that a party of the rioters had been at his 
houfe that morning, and came, as they informed him, the 
preceding evening, by the order of juftice Carks, to burn 
his houfe down ; and, as he knew where they were, begged 
the favour of half a doxen light horfe to fecure them : but 

O 2 thi* 
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this requeft not being granted, my brother offered to take 
them without the afliftance of the military, if it met wkh 
their approbation : but their approbation was not given. 
Mr. Carles afked my brother if he knew ever an honeft 
t>re{byterian abbut the Lickey ? My brother faid he did^not 
come there to talk about religion, he wifhed to prove him- 
felf a good citizen, and thought he was doing his duty by 
endeavouring to fecure a fet of lawlefs villains who were 
plundering the innocent inhabitants of the country. My 
brother was aflted if he was at the hotel on the 14th of 
July? — Yes. What toafts did you dfrink?— Several; the 
king, for one. We don't believe it.-*— It is true. Will you 
fwear it ?— Yes. Dr. Spencer then offered him a bible for 
that purpofe: my brother was going to take it, when the 
Doftor changed his mind, and put the book down. 

It is inconceivable the fatigue we underwent, and the 
anxiety we felt during, the riots. On the Monday I was 
6n horfebaok, reconnoitring, &c. near fifteen hours, an<£ 
wet to the fkin through two great coats, and was at laft fo 
overcome with fatigue that I could fcarcely fit on my 
liorfe. Brother Thomas put on his boots on Sunday morn- 
ing, and did not pull them off* till Wednefday night. My 
mother and filler were in continual fear left brother John- 
fhould lofe his life, is it was fo repeatedly threatened. We 

« 

eftimate our lofe in damage, lofs of popexty, expences, &c* 

at near 60I. 

I am, fir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

Wm. CARPENTER: 

* 

< 
P,S. A tA&n whom we fem to gain intelligence on tlj© 

Sunday, fell in with the rioters at Mr. Wakeman's houfe 

near Kingfwoqd : he faw the general* as he was ftylaj, 

pull 
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pulj a paper out of his pocket, which feemed to be a lift of 
houfes, and, on looking over it, faid, " that houfe was to 
" come down; but, as Mr. Wakeman had behaved fo 
**. well, it fhould ftop a little longer, but that they woukj 
*< come back, and pull it down befpre the next morning." 
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No. xix. 

$1 jfccowt of the High Church Spirit wBifh tas lop^ 

prevailed at Stourbridge. 

AS the violent High Church fpirit which produced 
the riot at Birmingham has been generally afcribed to me, I 
have taken fome pains to inquire into the Hate of fome o£ 
the neighbouring places in that refpeclfc ; and thinking thar, 
from Stourbridge (which it is fomething remarkable I nevef 
Uras at except in once riding through it) to be as much to 
nay purpofe as any, I fhall give it, as collected from difr 
ferent perfons, whofe accounts, I have no dou)>t, may be 
depended upon. 

The Freibyterian church # Stourbridge was founded 
^y Mr. Foley, an anceftor of the prefent Lord Foley, 
fhe members of which church firft afiemhled in his houfe 
for public worfhip. This houfe has fince been con- 
verted to an inn, and the room now called the Old Aflem- 
|bly Room was the room ufed for that purpofe. Mr. Fo- 
ley's dpmeftic chaplain (a Mr. Flower) was their pallor 

o 3 % 
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for many yean, About this' time the faid Mr. Foley 
ere&ed a large building for the reception of fixty poor boys, 
whom he directed fhould be clothed in a blue uniform, 
lodged and boarded in the houfe, and taught reading, writ- 
ing, and merchants' accounts ; and that afterwards they 
fhould be placed out with a fmall premium to fuch trades, 
and to fuch mafters, as the boys and their parents fhould ap- 
prove of. This good man lived to fee his benevolent defign 
Carried into execution ; and, having amply endowed the 
charity with confiderable eftates, it has continued to this 
day to anfwer the ends for which it was intended, as many 
opulent tradefmen now living, who were educated there, 
can with gtjfitude 1;eftify. For feveral years laft part the 
feoffees of this inftitution have not permitted any Diflenter 
to take a boy from the fchool as an apprentice/ 

A Diflenting tradefman now living, who had an ap- 
prentice from thence about thirty years fince, applied for 
one fome years afterwards, and was told by the feoffees, 
that his requelt could not be complied with, as it was their 
determination that no Diflenter fhould have a boy from 
that fchool. 

A gentleman of Bewdley, now living, applied about ten 
years fince for an apprentice : the firft queftion the feoffees 
afked him was, whether he was a Diflenter, and, upon re- 
plying in the affirmative, he received the fame anfwer *. 
Knowing that the founder of the inftitution was a Diflent- 
er, one would have thought that the principles of common 
integrity would have prevented them from fuch a fhame- 
ful perverfion of the intention of the donor : but, where bi- 
gotry fupplies the place of charity and candour, fhame is 

* I hav? frequently heard, thst the feoffees are equally careful in preventing 
the children of poor DuTenters from gaining an admittance into the faid School. 

generally 
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generally difcarded, and every profeffion of virtue is little 
more than a tinkling cymbal. 

-Owing to the mifmanagement of a former fteward, the 
feoffees were fome years back much involved in debt, and 
were obliged to take long credit with goods bought for the 
ufe of the houfe, fo that nothing induced many tradefmen 
to continue to fupply them but the expectation of their 
being better cuftomers in future, which the ftewards al- 
ways aflured them would be the cafe in a few years. A 
Diftenting- tradefman of Stourbridge, who had fupplied 
them for many years, and with whom they ufually took a 
credit of two or three years, was informed about eight 
or ten years fince by the then fteward, who called to dis- 
charge the account with the faid tradefman, that he had 
orders from the Coffees to go elfewhere for the goods in 
future. The tradefman being naturally defirous of know- 
ing the reafoa of v.ieir leaving him, after having done bud- 
nefs with him for fo many years, was importunate with 
tl\e fteward to be fatisfied on that head, to which (after 
much hefitation) he replied, that they did not wifti to do 
bufinefs with Diflenters. Upon this the tradefman defir&d 
to know how this objection never occurred to them before, 
which was fully explained by the fteward, who faid, thai 
formerly they were obliged to get goods where they could, 
but that now, as feveral leafes of eftates had dropped, their 
finances were in fuch a ftate that the feoffees were enabled 
to pay ready money for all the goods they bought, and, 
therefore, were determined now to buy of no Qiffenter, 

It is worthy of remark that one of the prefent feoffees 
has, or formerly hud, in his poflefliqn a buft of the late 
pretender ; and that his father was one of a party, whofe 
ufual practice it was at their convivial meetings to fall up-t 
gn their knees before the faid buft, and drink each of them. 
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their firft glafi to the reftoration of the Stiiaft fainity t«f 
the throne of thefe kingdoms* Thefe are the mefn who, 
with matchlefs effrontery, would riow perfuade the nation 
that they are the only true friends of the conftjtutioii *. 

After the death of Mr. Foley, the congregation of Dit 
^fenters met for public wbrfhip in a meeting houfe in the 
Coventry ftreet; and about the year , the High 

Church party aflembled, and by violence tore up the pews, 
and pulpit, which they burnt with the minifter's bible, in 
the midft of the market. This atrocity the court very pro- 
perly noticed, brought the perpetrators thereof to punifh- 
ment, and ordered the place to be new pdwed, the expence 
pf which was paid out of the treafury, I have heard 6f no 
abfoliite violence exercifed agairift the Diflenters of that 
town fince that period; but, until the prefent re&or of the 
parifh, qf which Stourbridge is a part^ came to refide there, a 
ftiffnefs and unkindnefs on the part of the Epifcopalian$ 
was obferyabie towards them. Two circumftances which 
happened in one family will tend to fatisfy any perfon of the 
truth of this remark. 

A clergyman of the parifh having been invited to the 
funeral qf a Diflenter, and obferving, upon his being in-> 
troduced into the room where the bearers were aflembled, 
that Mr. Edge, the Diflenting mmifter, was one qf the 
party, left the houfe in anger, and fent his clerk to apolo- 
gize fpr his conduft bv faying that, " as he could not ride 
* s with Mr. Edge, if they would fend his hatband and 

# The enmity of this gentleman to the DhTenters may in fome meafure be 
accounted for. An ariceftor of his having by will left a large Turn of money 
to the father of the faid gentleman, i^r t ru s t, to be divided among the indigeaw 
Diflenting' rainifters of the midland counties ; and he having thought fit to apply 
the fame to his own ufe, the aflbciated body of minifters in London undertook 
the caji'e, which was at length brought before the Lord Chancellor King, who 
awarded the money to be applied as the teitator directed, an< j the whole of the^ 
cofts (which were confiderable) to be paid by the truftcc. ' 

' l V fcarf, 
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* f fcaff, he wotild meet the corpfe at the church." Th© 
hatband and fearf were very properly refufed, and he. was 
pWiged to bmy the corpfe without them. 

Another clergyman of the parifh being invited to a fune- 
j-al in the fante family, and having an equal diflike to ride 
with the Difienting minifter, had the art to difguife that 
diflike until he had procured his hatband and fcarf, and till 
the procefEpn was ready to move, when he galloped 
through the town before the hearfe to the aftonifhment of 
the fpe&ators. The names of thefe clergymen were 
$rown and Male, and the fa£fe are perfectly in the re- 
membrance of many perfons now living: but it is jufticc 
4ue to Me^ Male to fay that he lived to fee the folly of ha 
condu&, and afterwards became a- very liberal man. 

As was hinted before, the iritercourfe between the people 
pf the Eftablifhmeftt and the Diflenters of Stourbridge wa$ 
much increafed by" the prefent re&or fettling among 
them. Soon- after hf caftie he requefted to be admitted a 
jnember of a reading fociety belonging to the DifTenters, 
which had been eftablifhed near forty years, and of 
>vhich jthe Difienting minifter was the prefident; his ad- 
niiffion was followed by that of many gentlemen of fhe 
church, and the frequent meetings to tranfa& the bufinefs 
pf the fociety tended very much to rub off that ftifihefc 
Which had before been obfervable in their condudt towards 
each other. Upon the refignation of the Difienting mi- 
nifter another Diflenter was chofen prefident; and the 
fame unanimity continued to prevail until the fociety wa^ 
difiblved for the purpofe of forming a different inftitution, 
The Diflenters were thus led to fuppofe that the former 
hatred of them by the Church was done away, and they 
;were pleafing themfelves with the perfuafion, until tho 
^npakpig oqt of the pots at Birmingham completely con- 
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vincc them of their miftake. For no fooner did the news 
reach Stourbridge, but the molt violent invefiuves were 
poured forth againft the Diffenters by the fame perfons who 
had before profeffed fo much liberality and kindnefs to- 
wards them. Every thing was faid which could tend to 
ftir up the minds of the people - r the circulation of the 
handbill was charged upon a Diflenter, the report was 
propagated with great induftry, and they heard from all 
quarters that their meeting houfe, and the houfes of the 
Diffenters, would be levelled with the ground, The public 
houfes were feveral of them filled with men who were 
ready to embark in the diabolical bufinefc > and, had it not 
been for the vigilance of an a&ive magiftrate, God only 
fcnows what would have been the confequence. 

Thus difappointed, they evinced their determination to 
injure their Diffenting brethren, by withdrawing their cuf- 
tom from the fhops of Diffenters, fome of whom find their 
bufinefs much decreafed. One tradefman, who had been in 
the habit of fupplying many of the firft families in the 
neighbourhood with goods, loft, immediately after the 
riots, thirty families who had for years had ledger accounts 
with him, befides many other ready money cuftomers, and 
yet could never hear of the leaft charge which they had ' 
againft him, except that of his being a Diflenter. 

Some time before the Birmingham riots, the minifter of 
a congregation of Diffenters at Cradley, near Stourbridge, 
interefted himfelf in procuring a fubferiptioh for building a 
meeting houfe at a place called the Lye-wafte, about a 
mile and a half from Stourbridge, a very populous neigh- 
bourhood, where the people arc? extremely ignorant, and 
where there is no place of worfhip of any denomination. 
The faid minifter, and the minifter of the congregation at 

Stourbridge, 
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Stourbridge, had engaged to preach alternately when the 
place mould be eredted, without any falary, adfcuated by no 
other motive than the defire of doing good. Having pro- 
cured a fufficient fubfeription for the purpofe, they applied 
to a gentleman of Stourbridge for land toerefl: the build- 
ing upon, who readily told them they might have which 
ever part of his eftate they chofe ; in confequence of which 
the land was meafured out, and a price was fixed on it 
by an appraifer, which price was agreed to by both parties; 
an attorney was fent for, who received inftruftions in the 
prefence of both to prepare articles of conveyance; and 
bricks were drawn upon the fpot for the building : yet, 
notwithftanding all this, he afterwards refufed to let them 
have any part of it. . After the Birmingham riots, other 
gentlemen who had land at the Lye-wafte were applied to, 
but they all refufed to fell their land for fuch a purpofe. 
After this the minifter of Cradley waited upon the re&or 
of the parifh, and aflured him that he had no intention of 
diffeminating any peculiar do&rines, that his only motive 
was to ferve the bell interefts of his neighbours, and that, if 
the people of the eftablifhment would fubferibe towards 
building a church, he would abandon his defign, and aflift 
them in theirs; but this good young man has been unable 
to accomplish either ; and the money now lies unemployed, 
and the poor of that diftridt uninftrudled. 

Some months previous to the Birmingham riots, the 
Stourbridge Diflenters had engaged a London minifter to 
preach a charity fermon at their meeting houfe, on the 
fecond Sunday in Auguft (which was foon after the 
riots happened) ; and it is • a little remarkable that the 
reftor of the parifh advertifed a charity fermon to be 
preached by himfelf in his own church, on the fame day 9 
though no charity fermon had been preached in that 

church 
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church for forae years before. As the notice Was &&$ 
Che feroaoa was advertifed by handbills diftributed through 
the parifh, in cotriequence of which the church was ex* 
tremely crowded ; and, thoegjh it was profeffedly a charity 
fermon, the greateft part thereof cqnfifted of invedtvet 
againft the Diflenters of Stourbridge and Gradley, and of 
charges againft the managers of their Sunday School* 
which had no foundation in fa&. The Diflenters not be- 
ing prefent, could only hear this account from thofe JiberaJ 
churchmen who heard the fermon, and who were much 
difgjufied with the virulence of the preacher. Some Dif- 
fenters of both congregations waited upon the re&or tq 
deny the charges, and to fatisfy him of their untruth-** 
this they were enabled to do ; upon which he acknow- 
ledged that he had made them upon the teftimony of a 
woman of diffipated character. However he promi&d to 
Contradi& what he found he had afferted without good 
foundation, and to do it in every company where he had 
an opportunity ; but whether he has performed his pro* 
mife or not, has not yet come to the knowledge of the 
Diflenters. However the Diflenters have it now in their 
power to bring ferious charges, and to eftablifh them a$ 
fa£te, againft the managers of the Church Schools, They 
can prove that a minifter refiding in the parifh threatened 
a poor wafherwoman with the lofs of her employment in 
his family, if fhe did not take her child from the Prefby-? 
terian School. And yet it i$ well known in the parifh 
that the Diflenters inftrudr. the children of their fchools 
in no other than the common do&rines of Chriftianity, 
in which all Chriftians agree. Thefe are fbme of the 
fcandalous proceedings of thofe who call themfelves the 
difciples of him who went about doing good. 
TThe intereft of feveral funis of money is annually difr . 

K$ute4 
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tributed to the poor of the parifh in bread and cloathing, 
and lately the re&or of the parifh, and the minifter of the 
chapol, have been accuftomed to interrogate the paupers 
Who' apply for the faid donations, refpe&ing the church to 
which they belong; and thofe who are found to attend the 
Prefbyterian meeting-houfe lofe the benefit of the (aid 
charities. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

After p. 52, add — The behaviour of one of my 
maid fervants affords a pretty ftrong prefuniption that fome 
mifchief Was defigned me on the fourteenth of July, and 
that (he was apprized of it. She afked leave to go and fee her 
friends fome days before, and defrred to flay a few days after 
that time. When fhe went, fhe defired the fervant boy 6> 
Write to her " if any thing happened." She not only 
Was not folicitous about the clothes fhe loft, but evidently- 
dreaded being obliged to attend the affizes. When fhe was 
fubpoenaed, though on the part of our opponents, fhe endea- 
voured to evade it, by denying her name ; and fhe either 
actually went to Ireland, or her friends pretended that fhe 
did, fo that fhe could not be found at the time. Some of 
her connexions were with the High Church party, and 
from fome of them it is not improbable fhe received a hint 
that it would be better for her to be out of the way; Many 
other perfons in the lower clafles appear now to have had 
the fame apprehenfions of a riot. Nothing of this, how- 
ever, came to my knowledge, and I had no more apprehen- 
fion of any fuch thing, than I had at any other time in 
my life. 

P. 52; 1. 1 6. Read-^wi/A rcfpeft to *0>hich it does not ap-t 
fear that he had any proper authority. 

P* 55* !• 2 * Read — thou *u)ilt make a damned good cock. 

.P* 59. 1. 16. Read— 0« Sunday the other magiftrate. 

P. 72* 
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Pi 72. 1. a. from the bottom. He has alfo been made 
fieward of the manor. 

P. 82. i. 7, (b.) Whatever eife may be objected to 
my conduct, it cannot be faid that, after the exam- 
ple of my adverfaries, I ever fhrunk from an investi- 
gation into the psirt I had acted. The day that I arrived 
in London I defired Mr. Ruffell, who had to wait on the 
King's minifters, to inform them that I was in town, and 
ready to anfwer any queftions they might choofe to put to 
me relating to the riot; and when the inquiry into rfie 
caufe of it was propofed in the Houfe of Commons, my 
friends were authorized by me to fay, that I wifhed to b* 
examined on the fubject at the bar of the Houfe. But in 
neither of the cafes were my Wifli^s gratified, 

P. 83. 1. 6. (b.) Befides, this was not the only fact of 
which he was convicted; He was feen -knocking out the 
window frames, and beating things to pieces, and he made 
a fire of the boards he had pulled up. See the Trial, 
p. 146, &c. 

P. 92* 1. 6. (b.) This, however, was only with refpeet 
to that part of his lofs which Mr. Ruffell claimed in court. 
In reality he was probably a lofer to a greater amount. 

P. 1 do. At the clofe of the fecond paragraph add— 
This Mr. Alleri was the clergyman who fought a duel 
with a Mr. Delaney, and killed him. He may perhaps 
fend me a challenge; but Diffenting minifters do not 
fight duels* 

P. 121. To the fiofe add — Will he do us the favour to 

fay what fum was fubferibed by this moftrefpectable meet- 

.8 ing 
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log to pay for the prefents they fo generoufly voted, aqd 
will he have the goodnefs to tell us how foon afterwards A 
fufficient addition was made to it to defray the cpft of them* 
and when the plate was prefented to thefe worthy ma* 
giftrates ? 

P. 1 57. 1. 4. (bi) .dele, and that of ail who were prefent at 
the time he defers to*. 

P. 132. 1. 5. (b.) dele, and I believe even afterwards fol- 
lowed byfome of the mob % 

P. 1 42. Note, read, when the brothels, and Mr. Brooks's 
lioufe, were in danger in May laft. 

P. 143. 1. 7. Read — which, notwithftanding the party 
fpirit which has fo long governed fame bigots among us. 

Till the whole of this part of my Appeal was printed off* • 
1 never read the Letter addpeffed to me on my Addrefs to 
the fubfcribers to the Birmingham library, No; III. of this 
Appendix, by Somebody M. S. printed in 17S7, and ge- 
nerally afcribed to Mr. Clutton, a clergyman in Birming- 
ham, whofe fermon on the fubjeft of the Teft Laws Mr: 
Madan laments was not publiflied. Having had a copy 
of this Letter fent me, I have had the curiofity to read 
it through, and have been not a little amufed with the 
feurrility with which it abounds ; and for the amufemeni. 
of my readers, as well as to give them a fpecimen of the 
fpirit which a&uated the Birmingham clergy, and to en- 
able them to judge of the tendency of their writing, and 
no doubt of their preaching arid daily cdnverfation, id 
inflame the minds of the' common people againft ifte, I 
{hall quote fome paflages from it. But I wUhUhat my 
g feader* 
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refers would firft perufe the Addrefs which occasioned this 
extraordinary Letter, and alfo my Appeal to the Profejfors of 
Cirt/lianity> to which it alludes. 

According to this Mr. Clutton, I am, p. 25, " a de- 
*' luded vifionary ;" " a proud and haughty fcorner," p. 4; 
and " a fecret affaflin," p. 19. He accufes me both of 
" daring oppofition, and fubtle ftratagem," p. 21; of 
" covered artifices to deceive the unwaiy," p. 1 ; and like- 
wife of " outrageous bellowing," p. 25. 

My Appeal to the Profejfors of- Chrljlianhy^ he calls 
" poifon, and an engine of fedition/* p. 5 ; confiding 
of " plaufible, but treacherous reafoning, fubtle fophiftry, 
nay, " a murderous pamphlet," p. 17. 

With refpeft to my general charadfcer, I am "a pub- 
«* lie nuifance," p. 38. and " muft not expeft to go un- 
" horfewhipped." I have " forfeited all indulgence, and 
** muft expedk every fpecies of deferved retaliation, that 
" thofe who have been injured by me, their friends, and 
" allies, can inflift," p. 44. 

My " attachment to Chriftianity," he fays, p. 13, is 
" ideal;" for I am " funk into the gulph of deifm," p. 36. 
He advifes me to " go to a free country," (meaning, I fup- 
pofe, either France or America) " which has no laws, no 
" rulers, no religion." " There," fays he, p. 40, " you 
" may give the reins to your reafon, gratify your appetites, 
" and let loofe all your lufts." But whether I go to this 
country or not, " a hideous gulph," (by which he evi- 
dently means hell) " is gaping for me, and my fol- 
" lowers," p. 39. 

P Befides. 
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" '■■ =»:-? *"i;*- !=--";t is this, which, as coming 
- - - - . --*—;-. —^'-. n:i x termed ahi't, he introduces 
: ". - - ■ " : t.t =c >. i ;. of which the following is 

" T-: uT.-r: — t:.--a mi fcaip'Jdty of At dove, 

* *.. . - ; - .. -. _; ;. J :*."J=rr 3; the isrpent, finoothed his 

* ■ ■ ^> — r--- Ti: vc - i-r c!" rhetoric flowed from 
- : ••• — i. ^-ii -x^=.t ■!'.£ •crS-iiz<Stti vehicle of the 
■ ; z ;» _ri. Kr— "_£. i; u-i, would teach us how to 

* t- _-.— rse r.±n-TT an: £:r^r cf fcripture, &c. He 

* -■=■ \ai ^ ;i'j; ;r^.L: r; tfis human nee, for the 

* -»-• t —.— . at -rri: i^^. mi ^Jt immortal fouls, \o 
--.-.. :- j^t^^ r La r:<J^i- 6x. &x. Sic." 



*K> 



ADDITIONS, &c. 



fiefides more fuch language as this, which, as coming 
frqm a clergyman, mail not be termed abufe, he introduces 
a long epitaph for me, p. 13, of which the following is 
an extract. 

" The affumed meeknefs and fitnplicity of ifie dove, 
" Riding the guile and fubtlety of the ferpent, fmoothed his 
" wrinkled front. The Hflney dew of rhetoric flowed from 
" his tongue, and became trie unfufpe&ed vehicle of the 
" poifon of afps. Reafon, he faid, wouM teach us how to 
" weaken the authority and force of fcfipture, &c. He 
€i befeeched us, for the. credit of the- human raGe, fo* the 
" fake of truth, of confidence, and our immortal fouls, \o 
" pay divine honours to his goddefs, &c. &c. &c." 

It is fome confolatiori to think, that whether I be able to 
find a grave or not, my enemies have already taken care to 
provide me with a fufHcient number of epitaphs. ** 
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